
106 DOES THE BIBLE SANCTION

that it remains the fundamental principle of the community

to treat all men as equally entitled to the full benefit of the

social union, and to make the State a brotherhood of which

all are equally recognized as members. And the destinies

of a community of which this can be said, whatever may be

its defects, its errors, or its misfortunes, cannot cease to be an

object of interest to Christendom.

Virginia and the Confederate States, on the other hand, of

which Slavery is declared to be the fundamental principle,

were assuredly not founded under the auspices of Chris-

tianity. They were founded by mere commercial adventurers

of the very lowest kind. They were fostered by that darker

Power which waits on the beneficent genius of commerce,

and of which slave-trading Bristol was then the chosen seat.

This power has been worshipped in all ages with human

misery and blood. It has led men in all ages to reduce their

fellow-men to slavery for their own profit. It leads men now

to put their own children under the lash of the overseer. Nor
does the Slave Power fail, in its extremity, to receive the

sympathy of the element from which it is sprung. The heart

of capitalist tyranny everywhere is with that supreme tyranny

of capital which makes its victims slaves. Feudalism, too,

knows its own, and feels its aflinity to a system under which,

as in the times of serfdom, the laborer is under the absolute

dominion of the lord. '

Christian England tampered with Slavery for wealth. She

has paid the penalty of her offence in the depraving influence

of the West Indian slave-owners on the character and man-

ners of this nation, in the heavy sum which, when the hour

of remorse arrived, was given to purchase Emancipation, and

in the burden and expense of holding a number of useless

dependencies in the West Indies ; a burden and expense

which will probably be greatly increased if a great Slave

Power is established on the neighboring shore. The Chris-

tian States of North America have tampered with Slavery


