
282 THUNBERGS TRAVELS.

The uriprindiplcd officers, not expeAIng the
voyage to be of fuch long duration, had even
been obliged to reduce the crew to 9 fliort al-

lowance of the wretched fare they had referved
for them. This not only reduced the ftrength of
the men, but occafioned great murmurings and
difcontent. For this nefarious condu6t, the cap-

tain and mate were, in.the fequel, arraigned, and
julUy difmiHed from the fervice.

After a dreadful night, when the morning be-

gan to dawn, they found that they had been
driven in between the fand banks, nearly oppo-
(ite to Oftend, and that they were entirely fepa-

rated from their convoy. Seeing a profpedt of

fafety, the crew imbibed frelh courage to extri-

cate themfelves from this perilous tituatipn, in

which, by a favourable change of the wind, they

fucceeded, and at length arrived fafe in theTexel.

Exclufive of other damage our traveller fuffer-

ed on this trying occaiion, he had the misfortune

of feeing his plantation of upwards of one hun-
dred curious ihrubs, of both fpecies of the bread-

fruit and other extremely rare plants, turned topfy

turvy, and abfolutely deftroyed, after all his pains.

With a heart, however, grateful to the Supreme
for his prote6tion, during many dangers in a pe-

riod of feven years that he had been abfent from
Europe, M. Thunberg hired a boat for Amfter-*

dam ; and immediately paid his refpe^s to his

patrons and friends, from whom he received the

mod cordial congratulations, and their full appro*

bation of his labours.

Having vifited the different colle^ions of cu-

rioiities in Amderdam and the vicinity, and fi-

nilhed his engagements with the Dutch Bad India

Company^ in a manner equally honourable to

both


