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nnd other unscrupulmiH charncton, wliu iiitro-

<lm;o<l n taste fur anloiit spirits, viiriims (UsL-nspH,

anil inuoli (Icmoralisntiun. Th('.>)o ikti^oiih alHo

Bwiiiillpi!, or nttcinptcil to swimlk', tliu nativps
out of Inrpi trnntM of liiiiil, by gi'ttiii(; them to

8iil)s(.'rili(! contnu'tH, of tlic real import of whifli

tlicy ccrtiiiiily knew little or notliin^', liy which
fiiliro (li>tri(,'tH were conveyed nway for the

niere.st trilie. L'niicr these cireunistanoes, it lie

came lUMM.ssary to estaltlish a );o\eriinient f^iitli-

cientiy stroiif,' to protect liie aliorif;ines an<l tiie

real iiilere.-t.s of tlie colonists. Acconlinj^Hy in

Jan. lH|o, New Zealanii was const it ule(l a colony,

nnil a governor appointed, who innneiliately pro-

claimed, aiming other announcements, that all

purcha-es (il land woidd. in I'nlure, he void miless

condiicleil throni;h the I'rilish local pivernnieiit.

lint shortly hefore the fornnil occupation of these

islands, the mania for speculating^ in land attained

to an enormous extent ; and vast tracts, ec|ua]. in

fact, to provinces, were acquired hy a few indi-

viduals, heloiifiiiif^ to the islands, to Sydney, and
other parts. It was not. therefore, enough to pre-

vent such wholesale aciiuisilions in future. .Ins-

tice to the natives, on tlu; one hand, and the hest

interests of the colony on the other, made it im-
peratively necessary that the fjrounds on which
the claims to land were made should be carefully

inquired into; that in all eases in which the

natives had heen swindled the fjrants should he

cancelled; and that, when contirmed, their extent
should he limited. In consequence of these con-
siderations, a commission was appointed to in-

quire into the validity of all claims to land ; and
the conmiissiiiners were instructed to recoj^nisc

those only which were founded on fair and eqni-

t.ihle considerations, with the important jiroviso,

that no claim for land, when allirmed, should be
(allowed to a greater extent than 2,.i(iil acres.

The N. Zealand Company, established in 1811,

for the promotion of cohpiiisation in the islands,

nctiuired in this view a rij;ht to extensive tracts

of land. It had not. however, been lonff eata-

hlislied till disputes hej;an to arise between its

directors and the t;'overimient ; and great dillicul-

ties were also exjierienced in adjusting the rival

land claims of the crown, the natives, the co-

lonists, and others. Hence tlio affairs of the islands

wore for a considerable period in the greatest con-
fusion, 'I'hc natives and the colonists went to

war, a' id the real or alleged grievances of the N.
Zealand Comijany engrossed a large share of the

attention of iiarliament. For a time, however,
these ditfeiences were aiijusted, ami it was not
until the year 18(j3 that, as above stated, a new
struggle, lierccr than aiiv preceding one, broke

out between the natives and the European settlers.

The present form of government for New Zea-
land was established by statute IT) & 1(! A'ict.,

cap. 72. 15y that Act the colony was divided

into six [irovinces, since increased to nine—viz,

Auckland, Taranaki, Wellington, Otago, Ilawkes
Bay, Marlborough, Nelson, Canterbury, and South-
land—each governed by a superintendent and a

provincial council, consisting of not less than 9

mcnibcrs. These members of council arc chosen
by the votes of the inhabitants of the dift'erent

provinces, and the qnalilication for members and
electors is possession in the district for which the
vote is given of a freehold estate of the value of

1)01. ; or a leasehold estate of the annual value of

10/., held upon a lease which at the time of re-

gistration has not less than three years to run

;

or being a householder within the district of the
clear annual value of 10/., or within the limits

of a town of the clear annual value of 5/. Aliens
are disqualified. Kvcry council continues for four
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years from the day of the return of the writs,

unless dissolved by the governor. Tli;' superin-

tendent and council of each province, with cer-

tain restrictions specitied in the act, have the

power of nndiiug such laws as may l)e required

for peace and order. Such laws are, however,

to be sent t<> the governor for his assent, and may
he disallowed wilhin three months after their

receipt. No laws have any furce until assented

to by the governor. A general assenddy, con-

sisting of the governor, a h'gislative council, and

a house of representatives, is also established by
Act 15 & Hi N'ict.. ca)), 72. Legislative coun-

cillors nniy hold their scats for life. Members for

the house of rejirc'Si'iitatives are elected by elec-

tors possessing the stune qualilications as those

who can vote for provincial councillors. An elector

is also (pialiticil to be a mcndier. The house of

rc]iresentatives is to consist of oJl members— see,

21 \'ict„ cat), 12— elected by 13 electoral districts.

Tlu^ total revenue of the colony for the years

lHu(l-(i2, and the exi)enditiire for lHi;2—former

years being unreported—are shown in the sub-

joined statement:

—

Year* Itcvcnuo E»|ii'nilitiiro

& £
isnr, iKs.ais
ISoS :Mi,(i.v>

IS "lit .ir,!i,(; 1!)

IH(ll) .1(11,7:18

ISIil C'.t 1,1114

lH(i2 1,1811,00!) l,r)n,f.f)7

The control of native aflairs, and the entire

responsibility of dealing with questions of nativft

government, were in IHtiB-til transferred from the

imiierial to the colonial government.
The principal liritish settleT.cnts consist of

Auckland, the ca]!., on the V). side of the N.
island, on the S, side of Waitemata harbour, lat.

aoo 51' 27" S„ long. 174° 45' -Hf E.; Wellington,

the cap. of tlic S. prov,, on the K, side of Port

Nicholstm, near the S. extremity of the N. island

in Cook's Straits; New Plymouth, or Taranaki,

on the E. coast of do.; Nelson, at the licad of

Tasnian's (iulf, N. shore of the middle island;

Akaroa, near the extremity of Banks's Peninsula,

on the E. coast of do, A settlement established

at Otago, on the SE, coast of the middle island,

is patronised by the Scotch Free Church; and
a settlement entitled New Canterbury, has been

founded imder the patronage of the leaders of the

established church. It may bo doubted whether
much judgment has been dis])layed in the selec-

tion ol the majority of these sites. At Auckland
there is no good landing place even for small

vessels, and the water in-shore being shoal, ships

load and unload with difficulty. It is stated by
^Ir. Southey (Treatise on Coloiiial Wools, p. 14.5),

that a shi)) laden with coal, of which the inhab.

were at the time in want, was obliged to leave

the port from there being no chance of her being

able to discharge her cargo within anything like

a reasonable time. The town is also indift'erently

supplied with fresh water, and the countrj- is bare

of wood, and comparatively imiiroductive, Wel-
lington is hemmed in by ranges of mount.iins

which in great measure shut it out from all com-
munication with the interior, though this dis-

advantage has been in part overcome by the

carrying of good roads through the ranges in

question. It is also frequently exposed to heavy
gales of wind; and the water" in-sliore is so shal-

low as to hinder vessels of above 80 or 100 tons

burden from reaching its wharfs. But despite

these serious drawbacks, the town is said to be


