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men."* The opportune butchery relieved them of a

troublesome burden.

A scene of plundering now Ijegan. The escort had

by this time arrived, and Monro complained to the

officers that the capitulation was broken; but got no

other answer than advice to give up the baggage to

the Indians in order to appease them. To this the

English at length agreed; but it only increased the

excitement of the mob. They demanded rum; and

some of the soldiers, afraid to refuse, gave it to them

from their canteens, thus adding fuel to the flame.

When, after much difficulty, the column at last got

out of the camp and began to move along the road

that crossed the rough plain between the intrench-

ment and the forest, the Indians crowded upon them,

impeded their march, snatched caps, coats, and

weapons from men and officers, tomahawked those

that resisted, and, seizing upon shrieking women and

children, dragged them off or murdered them on the

spot. It is said that some of the interpreters secretly

fomented the disorder.^ Suddenly there rose the

screech of the war-whoop. At this signal of butch-

ery, which was given by Abenaki Christians from

the mission of tl e Penobscot, ^ a mob of savages

rushed upon the New Hampshire men at the rear of

the column, and killed or dragged away eighty of

1 Affidavit ofMiles Whitworth. See Appendix F.

2 This is stated by Pouchot and Bougainville; the latter of

whom confirms the testimony of the English witnesses, that

Canadian officers present did nothing to check the Indians.

' See note, end of chapter


