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Canada, the amount will not bo found disproportionato. It must bo
remembered that thia officer is the connecting-link with the Crown
and tho representative of her IMnjosty in this important part of tho
empire, and that wo could hardly expect to obtain tho aorvicos of tho
leading? statesmen of England at any smaller amount My hon. friend
complains of tho number of departments in tho Government. It was
no doubt necessary, in making provision for tho proper reprosontation
of the different sections of tho confederation, to have the thirteen de-
partments, but I would suggest respectfully to the Hon. I\Iinistcr of
Justice whether, in the present peculiar position of Nora 8cotia, tho
able and indefatigable Minister of State for Canada might not be
eliarged with tho additional duty of tho Secretary ot Statn for the
Provinces.

^
The vacancy created by tho resignation of the Hon. Mi-

nister of Finance might in the same way lead to tho consolidation of
that department with those of the able and experiencful Ministers of
Customs and Exe^"'- . I am well assured that her Majesty's Clovorn-
ment will give thrso que.-,Lions the most careful consideration, well
knowing that nothing will give greater conlidcmen to the country than
a judicious economy in the administration of public aifairs.

My hon. friend now represents our position as utterly defenceless

and treats with ridicule the proposal to arm tho militia, yet Ik; ought
not to forget tho following passage of his speech in our Legislature,

80 long ago as 18o4 :

—

" How often have wo heard that our republican neighbours were
going to overrun tho provinces. They have attempted it once or twice,

but have always been beaten out, and I do not hesitate to say th;it tho

British Americans, over whom the old fl ig flies, are able to defend

every inch of their territory, even though her Majesty's troops were
withdrav/n.

" Taking our population at two millions and a half (it is nov/ nearer

four millions), every fifth person should bo able to draw a trigger,

giving 500,000 men capable of bearing arms. Such a force would be

powerless as an invading army, but in defence of these provinces in-

vincible by any force that could be sent from abroad."

The opinions of the hon. member would also appear to have under-

gone material change since 1863, when in moving a voto of thanks at

Halifax to the Hon. Mr. McGee for his eloquent advocacy of a union

of the colonies, ho thus urged its great importance on the ground of

defence :

—

"Ho thought a union should not bo delayed till we had drifted into

diflficulties. How short-sighted were the English statesm^m of old who
lost them tho thirteen states, when the difficulty could have been
arranged in "» month, the horrors of the revolutionary war prevented,

and all our ra^ ^ living at peace and harmony at present without the

bickering and animosity which prevail in their midst. Talk of tho

fall of Quebec being a source of sorrow to the inhabitants of this pro-

vince. It would bo more. If the St. Lawrence were in tho hands of

our enemies, we should be compelled to beg permission to tear down


