
ENGLAND'S :"REE TRADE.

" Tlvoro 18 a tide in tiic nff^ir^ of men.
Wliicli, tnken at tlie flomi. lends on to fortun«!

:

Omitted, all the voyage; of their life,

I.s bound in shnllows and in miseries.
On Hiieli a full «ea are we now afloat,
And We must taki! the current wtieti it siTVP.*,
Or lose our ventures."

IT
l)tMn;f now nfar tlif oloso of rli<^ fir-t half century of

Eni^latul's Free Tr.-iflr Policy, a vf'tfos])Pct may not

])(> witliont its lessons. It is not to Frcf Trade, so

called, that Ihiyland is uulebted for her maritime suprem-

ncy, Iter vast colonial empire or her commr cial and manu-

facturing greatness, l)ut rather to protectiim, as the his-

tory of her defensive t)r ])rott:'Ctive legislation for over four

centuries prior to 184tl amply ])n)ves. England at that

time, the F(,urteenth century, was without manufactures

except )f the rudest kind, and without a merchant mai'ine.

The nations of the Continent suppli d her with maniifac

tured arti' les an 1 took in exchange her I'aw material.

Her first step in protection embraced only a few articles

—

vool, flax and hides. The effect in tlie maunfacture of

even these few lines ir k»'eping the money in the country

was so apparent that tl;e pr«)tective principle was continu-

ously enlarged and extended during the succeeding cen-

turies. Ijut the masterpiece of England's protective legis-

lation was the largel}' increased duties im])os d on foreign

imports when brought in foreign vessels. That measure

of proti?ction transferred the carrying trade of Britain

from foreign ships to British ships, thus virtually giving t(»

Fin glan 1 the coniaiind of the seas.

T may here state that the foreign part of the {v.ida thus

conferred is now onl}' retained hy sheer comp-^titioii with

tiie native shipping of foreign ports, and this incidentally


