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huid per iUy 76 contH. Tlmen «)eined to

grow worsp, and in thu thrw' monlhfi from
j

October to Dicemlior the amount paid to

each hand rnu down to "2 eimtH; and In tlio

month of Docembur it run down to G!» ctutiJ.

Now I como to J885, undtr tiio operation of

the National Policy, and I tlnd tliat, t'nr tho

Biz monthH ending Dec* lulier, there wore 040

hands employed, reciiviuic J'Jlil'Uln wagoH;

the daily amount paid being 1581, or an

average per day of 91 cents to each hand,

autaluHt 76 ceutn in 1878. for the three

montlifl from October to December, there

were 670 handi employed—the number in-

creaneH as we go on—and the average amotmt
paid was 'Xi centH. In tho laHt month of the

year, G72 Imndri were employed, and tlio aver-

age amount paid to each waa DO contH. For
the six monthB, tho percentage of handH be-

tweon 1878 and 1885 f-hows an Increase of 57

percent., tho wageH paid an inert awe of i*l

per cent., and tlio amount of daily wages to

each hand au increaoe of 21 per cent. In-

tlie three monthR there was an an increase of

66 1-6 per cent, in the number of hands em-
ployed, of 98 7-10 per cent, in the amount ot

wages paid, and of 28 per cent, in the amount
paid to each hand. In the lant month of the

year the increase in average wages was 30 per

cent, over that paid in 1878. So you will see

from the figurus given that the people em-
ployed by thirt company are receiving a
greater wage per day than they were in 1878.

But the hon. uentleman nays we have a duty

of 30 per cent.

Mr. MiTCHKij,—I said 35 per cent.

Mr. McLklan—Well, 3.") per cent. In 1878

the price of Htandard sheeting, weighing 2 85
yardw per lb., cost 10 cents, less 7J per cent,

discount, or 26 aC cents per lb., with the

average price of cotton 10^ cents. In 1886
that same sheeting cost 6A cents per yard
net, or 18 52 cents per lb,,atiiiinHt 26 .".6 cents

per lb. in IS 78.

Mr. MiTCHKiii,— What did the raw cotton

cost?

Mr. McLklan—It cost l(t|- cents in 1878,

and in 1886 it cost 10 56 cents per lb. This
shows that, though the hon. gentleman says

there is a duty of 35 per cent., contiumers are

getting their shoetings now for 42J per cent,

less than thev pa'd in 1878, wliile the raw
cotton is not quite 3 per cent, cheaper. That
is the result of tho operations in that fHciory,

and I am satisfied that It will be shown to

be the result all over this country, that men
are being employed, that thty nro receiving

greater wages, and that the output of the fac-

tories is given at less cost than it was in

' 1878, when people had a narrow mark'jt and
could not produce as cheaply as now when
they have a larger ma ket. This is what we
are doing with the National Policy and that

is what we intended; we are giving em-
ployment to the people and at bettor

wages, bj «ax protection. It is not tJit>

cotton in Its raw state that we want to

protect, it is not the ore in the nioua-

tain, nor coal iu the mine ; it is not the clay

in thn potter'H IiaiidM thai we want to pro-

tect
; it ia the hands that are forming and

faHhioninf.r the clay ; it is tho men who dig the

ore from the mine, the men who smelt It in

the furna('e and the factory and form and
fashion It into tho shtipu wo require to use

;

it is the men and wr)meu who are maidpulat.
inj.' the warp and tho woof in tho cotton fac-

tories,— it is thesH whom we want to protect,

and it Is these whom wo have protected, as I

have shown, and lor whom wo have secured a
higher rate of wagew. Therefore, tho Na-
tional Policy is no failure, from any point of

view you look at it. I have detained the
house too long
Some hon. members—Go on.

Mr. McLklan—No, I tnust close, in justice
to my hon. friend opposite. 1 have gone over
the Public Accounts, and I have shown the
position of affairs in 1885. I have shown
that, taking the year by itself and apart from
tho troubles in tho Northwest, we stand very
well. I think hon. gentlemen will admit
that wo stand v«'ry well, for they never liked

the idea of having a largo surplus. I have
shown that iu 1886 we shall not be so very
bud, and that there is a juHtificatlon for us for

putting that extraordinary e.^peuditure which
we have had in connection with the North-
west to capital acceunt, because during the
years tiiat we have administered the Govein-
ment of tho country, wo have jiaid from rev-

enue a large amount into capital account. It

is not tho custom with other countries in the
world, which have been engaged in wars, to

place all the expenditure of those wars on
revenue immediately. Tho United Htates

did not, they could not, they left it to capital

n( loiiut, and it was years before they com-
menced the reduction of their indebtedness.
It was fourteen years before they returned to

specie payment.t. I have shown, I think,

conclusively, that there is no great cause for

alarm in tho amount of burden that is

imposed upon this country for interest at

present. I iiave shown that there was, up to

1885, a less rate of interest per capita upon
this country than exi.sted In 1878, and only
23 cents at the most moro than there was in

1807, when tho people were poorer and had
not the ability to pay. I have shown that,

taking out the extraonlinary expenditures and
those that are not taxation, tho increased
expenditure from 1867 to 1885 has been com-
panUivcly trifling, a little over $2,000,000.
So, sir, I do not anticipate that we shall hear
very much more of the increased taxation
from $13,000,000 up to $34,000,000 or $35,-
000,000 in eighteen years. Sir, they have
lirst 10 convince the man who has engaged in
the busincFs and the duties in life, and who is

(xpending $35 for an outfit and a suit, that
he is doing wrong and otigbt to go back to the


