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programs for international cooperation and
development which include the establishment
in Canada of an International Development
Centre.

In international affairs generally, my Min-
isters regard the current situation as uncer-
tain and deeply disturbing. Talks are under
way in Paris concerning Vietnam but so far
negotiations have not advanced as we had
hoped they might. The Government has fol-
lowed with anxiety the attempts to promote a
peaceful settlement in Nigeria and has par-
ticipated actively in international efforts to
relieve the sufferings of the civilian popula-
tion. The situation in Czechoslovakia has also
caused the gravest concern to the Govern-
ment, not only for its effects on the prospects
of détente and future evolution within Com-
munist countries, but also for its conse-
quences for the freedom and well-being of
the Czechoslovak people. For those of them
who have to seek refuge in other countries,
my Ministers have already taken steps to
offer permanent homes in Canada.

The Government has undertaken and is
pursuing a thorough review of our external
and defence policies. Canada’s contribution to
NATO, relations with Peking, with Latin
America and with Europe are being studied
currently. Reviews of our relations with
other areas will be undertaken later and, as
conclusions are reached, Parliament will be
invited to consider them.

The events in other lands to which I have
referred are a vivid reminder that our good
fortune as Canadians includes rights and
freedoms as well as material advantages.
They alert us to need not only for vigilance
in the conservation of our democratic institu-
tions but also to the importance of constant
concern for their improvement. Efficient gov-
ernment responsive to public requirements
and open to public participation is essential
to the meaningful operation of the democrat-
ic process. It will be the more vital in the
future as technology and science provide new
and more immediate means for the dissemi-
nation of information and for the involve-
ment as individuals of all our people. The
Government has already taken steps to
review its information services in order to
introduce as soon as possible improvements
by which the flow of information into and
out of the Government will be more efficient
and effective permitting the people of Canada
a continuing informed and more active par-
ticipation in the activities of their Govern-
ment. In addition as part of the continuing
process of modernization and development of
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governmental machinery you will be asked
during the current session to enact a Govern-
ment Organization Act. This measure will
complete a number of changes in organization
and structure announced by the Prime Minis-
ter some weeks ago and will complement the
Parliamentary reforms so fundamental to the
successful operation of our democratic institu-
tions.

The reinforcement and renovation of Par-
liamentary and administrative machinery
and the clearing away of the substantial
backlog now outstanding in the legislative
program will free Parliament so that it can
come to grips with difficult and pressing
problems relating to youth, poverty, regional
disparities, urban growth, individual welfare
and the application and encouragement of
scientific technology. These subjects are of
concern to all governments in Canada and it
is clear that a great deal more has to be done
than has so far been contemplated. It would
be wrong however to expect solutions to be
found easily or indeed to be found at all
except on the basis of close co-operation in
good faith between federal, provincial and
municipal governments, not only in planning
but in implementation as well.

To assist in this process it would be useful
to have available to all governments an insti-
tute where long-term research and thinking
can be carried out into governmental matters
of all kinds. At the present time there is no
such facility available in this country and it
is the intention of my Ministers to bring
before you in the near future legislation that
will fill this most important gap in our gov-
ernmental apparatus.

Members of the House of Commons:

During the current session you will be
asked to appropriate the funds required for
the services and payments authorized by
Parliament. In addition to this business the
legislative program that the Government pro-
poses is very extensive but many of the items
have been seen before or are of an uncon-
troversial nature. A list of the Bills relating
to the matters to which I have referred will
be tabled by the Prime Minister later this
day and other portions of the program will
be brought forward as the session proceeds.
It is very important to the proper govern-
ment of the country in the years ahead that
the proposals for the current session be
dealt with. In Canada as in other countries
of the world democracy today faces a deci-
sive challenge. It must adapt to new circum-
stances and new demands or fail in its pur-
pose. This challenge is not abstract but a




