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hecause they bappen to have a few ships on
the sea or in their ports, and some sort of
nucleus of an arrny witbjn their frontiers.
Thry rely upon the new spirit that animates
the wvorld, a spirit of fair play and justice.
These are the principles that govern the deal-
ings of nation with nation, and it is this bigher
standard of civilization that will gradually
permit of a reduction of armie:s and navies
clîrouglieut the world. Nations witb a popula-
tion of ten millions or less have representa-
tien abread and direct contact witb other

cenreyet that does net make for danger
ieor create iii their minds any fear. On the
contrnry, it brings thern into touch and enables
tlîer te deal directly with otber nations in

almatters of interest te them.
My honourable friend (Hon. W. B. Ross)

lias spoken of Washington. He knows that
a mnînber of proîninent members sitting on
bis side of tbe Huse, who have been rnem-
bers of the Borden and Meighen Govere-
îîîent.s, are rresponsible for the establi.shment
ef tbe legation in Washinigton. It was Right
Hon. Sir Robert Bor-den whe, witb sorne of
lîi. celleagues, carried en direct negotiationýs
fer the establislinent of tbat legation. Why
did lie do se? He eould have sent a cern-
inei'eial ag-ent, but lie felt that te do se woulcd
îlot, inet the conditions. And wbat wcrc the
condîitions? A commîercial agent bias ne entry
into various departinients. He cannet speak
wvit b authority in tlîe nanie of bis comîitr-v
te the beads of tbe departiients. Ceese-
quentIv, for tlîe past sixty years, Canada bad
ce apply te t.be British Embassy. Sir Robert
Borden w'as aware, tbreugh his c-xperiencei
with tbe department ever wvbich bue presided,
of the difflcuity of carrying on niegotiations
on varionis important Canadian matters
tlîîeugh that ebannel. He bad tbe advice of.
bis Deputy Minister., Sir Joseph Pope, wbo
freint time te, time, for twenty-five years bad
been oblig-ed te go te the British Embassy at
Wasbingten te discuss Canadian affairsz. 11e
could net entrust mos.t cf bis mandates te
theu Ambassador birnself. The Ambassador
appeintcd one cf bis attacbés from London
te re-present Canada. and Sir Josepli bad te
giv e hirn a few lesseons in geograpby and ex-
plain te jin the (letitils of the record. Wliile
tlie attaché wvas a brilliant yeung man and d'id
bis best, lie knew little of Canada, neyer
Living set foot in tbis country. After cor-
responding wvitb bim for a timte, and br-fore
the mnate was carried eut, Sir Joseph
would find that tbat yeung attaicbé liad been
transferred te atiotber embassy, and the cor-
respondence would cease. Then Sir Josephi
%voild bave to jeurney again te Washington
an<l bogie over again to post anotber yeung
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attacbé on Canadian, affairs, giving biîn a few
lessonýs in geograpby. lianding biini a brief and
sending birn along with it.

I beard Mr. James Bryce, subsequently
Lord Bryce, and Sir Esme Howard more than,
on-ce, state publicly that nine-tenths cf thQ
questions -wbicb came before thern in the
Embassy' at Wasbington were Canad-ian ques-
tions. 1 aýsk any member of this Chanvber,
ivas net Sir Robert Borden, in vicw of these
facts. justified in decidinýg, with bis Cabinet
-and a numiber cf bis colleagues of that tirne
are now witbin seund of rny voice-that
Canada shoîild bave an official representative
te deal wvic. these important matters? Aýs
Sic Robect. Borden saw tbe situation I see it
inyscîf, andi the Government of wh-ich I arn
a meiieber lias feit the came need.

It may ho said that we were in ne burry
about alpemntinig a representative. The diii-
culty wvas te, decide uipon a man who possessed
the necessary qualifications. Up te tbis tirne
we have bad ne diplomatie serv ice. Now
tliat we are opening twe or three legatiens,
%ve shalh bave te prepare youing mîln te enter
tli:t field. I hope our represc-ntïcives will
be seleeted with care and equipped with such
knewledge of international law~ as will enable
theni te follow~ a fruit fui career iii diplonmaey
iii thîe vears to corne.

As te the policy ef Canadai in international
uîffrirs, at Geneva and elsewhere. I hope that
ti: icountry wvill stand by the gespel of
a rbitrtxtion. h. is the onlv solution fer the
set t lenient cf differences between nations, if
foi-ce or warfare is te be eliminated. I was
hiappy te observe a New Year message frorn
Lord Cecil in which be drew attention te thc
position taken 1w' Canada in 1925, wbeîî it
inforid the Secîetary of the League of
Nations that Canada. tbeugh unable te accept
tbe Protocol, wvas prepared te censider the
compuhsory jurisdietion of the Permanent
Court of International Justice in legal disputes,
siibjeet te certain reservations. and also te
study the Ineans w'bereby the Covenant rnigh,
lie supphenientedi w'ith a viewv te the settlemnent
of non1-lîguil disputes,, exehuding natîirahhy tbe
devisiomi of intuînal questions. Lord Robert
Cecil, sending bis miessage te the League of
Nations Socicty in Canada, which is se ably
presiihed ever by in righit bonourable friend
the Junior meier for Ottawa (Right Hon.
Sir G-'eoi-ge E. Fester), mnade this comment
upon the poliey of Canada in the League of
Nations, as ouîtlined in that cahlegrni signed
by the Prime Miniister of Canada in 1925:

Thiat is a wonderful head te have given the
l'.npire, iapd it is very heartening to those who
lîike te believe that the Emipire stands pre-
eininently for peace.


