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twenty-first parliament of the Dominion of
Canada with the following speech:

Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

Since the opening the present session of parlia-
ment you have approved measures required for the
discharge of the constitutional responsibilities of
our nationhood. As a result the Supreme Court of
Canada will shortly become the final court of appeal
for Canada.

In response to your address the parliament of
the United Kingdom has amended the British North
America Act to vest in the parliament of Canada
the power to make amendments to the constitution
of Canada in matters which are exclusively of
federal concern.

Early in the new year a conference with repre-
sentatives of the provincial governments will be
held for the purpose of working out a satisfactory
procedure for making within Canada such other
amendments to the constitution as may from time
to time be required.

Our country continues to take an active part in
the proceedings of the United Nations. Despite that
organization's present inability to solve the major
political problem confronting mankind, the United
Nations has succeeded in coping with menacing
situations in many parts of the world. At the cur-
rent session of the general assembly, Canada was
elected to the economic and social council.

It is gratifying that the agencies under the North
Atlantic treaty have been established and are
undertaking the tasks which have been assigned to
them.

My ministers are giving constant attention to the
defence needs of Canada. The consideration of
the measure to consolidate existing legislation
respecting our defence forces bas not been com-
pleted. This measure will be re-introduced at your
next session.

The real foundation of the ability of the nations
of the north Atlantic community to defend them-
selves lies in their continued economic strength and
stability. Canada is co-operating with other nations,
particularly the United Kingdom and the United
States, in seeking solutions to the difficult economic
problems wnich still confront the democratic
world.

The revaluation of currencies in western Europe
and the sterling area made it necessary to alter the
exchange rate of the Canadian dollar.

You have approved important amendments to
the National Housing Act designed to maintain the
present high volume of housing construction.

Legislation has also been enacted to enable the
federal government to enter into agreements with
the provinces for sharing the cost of construction
of a trans-Canada highway.

Provision bas been made for three new depart-
ments to replace the Department of Reconstruction
and Supply and the Department of Mines and
Resources. These will be the Department of Mines
and Technical Surveys, the Department of Resources
and Development, and the Department of Citizen-
ship and Immigration which will also be responsible
for the administration of Indian affairs.

A special parliamentary committee examined
into the operations of the atomic energy control
board.

During the session measures have been enacted
respecting forest conservation; the application of
a national trade mark and the true description of
commodities; the establishment of the Canadian
Overseas Telecommunication Corporation; assistance

in the production of coal in the Atlantic maritime
region; encouragement of the construction of ships
in Canada; the disposal of surplus crown assets.
Amendments have been made to the Prairie Farm
Assistance Act of 1939; the Emergency Gold Mining
Assistance Act; the Industrial Development Bank
Act; the Criminal Code; the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Act; the Judges Act of 1946; the
Animal Contagious Diseases Act; the Export and
Import Permits Act; and the Veterans Land Act of
1942. The fish inspection legislation has been
revised. The Combines Investigation Act bas been
strengthened and a complete revision has been
made of the Bankruptcy Act.

The government has announced a new policy
respecting grants to municipalities in which there
is an exceptional concentration of federal property.

Members of the House of Commons:

I thank you for the provision you have made for
all essential services for the current fiscal year. The
budget resolutions, providing for substantial
reductions in taxation, have been approved and the
necessary legislation has been enacted.

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

As you return to your homes, I should like to
extend to you and through you to those you repre-
sent my best wishes for the Christmas season and
to express the hope that Divine Providence will
continue to bless our people with prosperity and
happiness in the New Year.

This concluded the first session of the

twenty-first parliament.

[The following items were passed in committee
of supply]:

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

31. Major irrigation and water conservation
projects in the prairie provinces, $7,500,000.

32. Prairie Farm Assistance Act administration,
$500,000.

33. To provide for assistance to encourage the
improvement of cheese and cheese factories, $1,700,-
000.

34. To provide assistance for the replacement of
maple production equipment, $500,000.

35. To provide for administrative expenses, Agri-
cultural Prices Support Act, 1944, $60,000.

36. To reclaim and to prevent the flooding of valu-
able agricultural lands in the valley of the Lillooet
river, near Pemberton, B.C., $312,000.

37. Land reclamation and development in British
Columbia under such terms and conditions as may
be approved by the governor in council, $917,500.

38. Land protection and reclamation; clearing and
set'lement of new lands under such terms and con-
ditions as may be approved by the governor in
council, $200,000.

39. Emergency protection and reclamation of mari-
time dikelands under such terms and conditions as
may be approved by the governor in council, $50,000.

40. Maritime Marshland Rehabilitation Act, and
necessary surveys in connection therewith, $400,000.

41. For assistance in construction of potato ware-
bouses under regulations to be approved by the
governor in council, $100,000.

42. Agricultural Products Act-to provide for
losses incurred in respect of the purchase, sale and
export of agricultural products under the Agricul-
tural Products Act, including authority for the Min-
ister of Finance, at the request of the Minister of
Agriculture, from time to time, to pay amounts in


