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with whether or not the $45,000,000 which
is now proposed to be granted will corn-
plete the roa'd. The Prime Minister has
just said that he is not at ail sure that
$45,000,000 will complete the road; that it
is very uncertain. I think, therefore, that
a fair and logical conclusion to draw from
his remarks is that the arguments of the
Opposition have been amply borne out.
That is to say, that nobody knows
whether $45,000,000 will complete the road;
that in ahl probability it will not nearly
comp'ete the road, and that, consequently,
w-e ough-t to have further and better state-
ments and an investigation into the matter
until such time as we will know whether
or not we are simply puttinýg this $45,000,-
000 into the samie old sink-hole, without
the absolute assurance that, even if
the Caaadian Northern is cotmp'eted with
that amount, it will be worth possessing.
When you take irto account the floating iV-
debtedness and outstanding liabilities that
wil-1 have to be paid immediately, I think
1 am safe ini saying that the $45,000,000 wili
simiply be absorbed aet once, and thiat we
wih1 have the Canad-ian Northern on our
hands again in practically the s-ame con-
dition es now. 1 t(idnk that thiýs is the
crucial clause in the whole agreement, and
1 submit that the hion. member for Pictou
has made t.he proper argument that before
this step i-s taken there should be the mosit
full and complete diselosure, and -the most
ample examin-ation into the books of Mac-
kenzie and Mann by competent auditors.
ThLo only statements we have now -are froin
thé uxuditors of Mackenzie an'd Mann alone.
There is only one firmn of aud-itors on the
North American continent competent to ex-
amine such books as thos-e of Mackenzie,
Manin and Comnpany, Limited; and until
such a man as Price Waterhouse is turned
loose on the books of Mackenzie and Man
to disc(lose the exact condition of the Cana-
diain Northern railway and of Mackenzie,
Manni and Company, Limited, this Parlia-
ment has no right to vote the sum of money
Ut is being asked to do, to-day.

Mr. BORDEN: I thiçnk my hon. f rien-d
is going a fittie beyond the course u'sualily
adopted ini this House when he endeavours
te cast discredit upon the toompetýen-cy od the
civil servants who undertook the task of
m-aking an examination into this ro-ad. I
have had some acquaintance with those, men
and sorne opportunity to judge of their 'work,
and I take direct issue wit(h my hon. friýend.
1 do not think it wouqd be possible to flnd
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three more competent, men, either in the
Civil Service of Canada or in the service of
any corporation, or of any firin of account-
aLTs in tis country thin the three mnen who
were selected. We seiect-ed then siiply
for the reason that they were the beet mnen
we knew in the -service. I do noît kinow
much about their pdlitiýcal antecedents ex-
cept in the case of Mir. Shannon, who) bas
been in the service of the Government for
a long time anid who, 1 do know, cornes frein
*a good Conservative famiIy in the county oi
Haifax. Any one who knolws Mr. Shannon
aud the other two gentlemen knows that
every one of ithein Is actuated by a keen
sense of duty, and not io.rany cousîdera-
tion would any one of them, acco-rdâiug to
my firm'belief, -depart in the slightest degree
frum their duty of making a truthful state-
ment of what they found in the books of
the company. And when my hon. friend
speaks of the, unreliability of estimates
wliat lias lie to say of those gentlemen he
supported in 1904 who tolM us that the
cost of the eastern division of the Transcon-
tinental, if built up to the highest standard,
would not exceed $62,0W0,000, and who then
went on and huilt the road at an expendi-
ture of over $180,000,000? Hon, gentlemen
opposite are very criticial, but if they
would direct thieir attention upon the re-
suits of somne of their own enterprises they
mnight be incliined to give more considera-
tion to the suggestions which I made a
little time ag-O. Undoubtedly, this road
has cost more than the persons associated
with it imagined four or five years ago,
and I believe it has cost more than was
anticipated by my bon. frieuds on the
other side oif the House when they had te
deail with this rowd year after year; but
as I have said before that la not an unu-
suai experience, and the increased cost in
respect to this road is infinitely less than
that which hon, gentlemen opposite d.e-
inonstrated in their ownu exPerience in re-
gard to the National Transcontinental.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER: Ail the more
reason to be, cautious now.

Mr. PARDEE: I had no intention of cast-
ing any aspersions on the three gentlemen.
I simply -said that their business did not
carry thein f ar enough to undertake such

large work as examinîng the books of
Mýackenzie, Mann and Company, Limited,
and that they Were not competent te do
that.

At one o'clock the CommJttee took recess.
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