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ani free for electoral frands of all kinds in the pre- living in the United States, more of then living in
paration of the voters' lists. Let me give the House the N orth- Vest Territories, and vet every n-une
a sample or two which have come under my notice was inserted on the voters' list when polIling day
since this Bill becane law. It was declared, wlien arrived. In the samne riding, but ini another polling
the First Minister was pressing the Bill through sub-division, 119 naimes were added to the voters
Parliaient, that the minxed and complicated fran- list by the court of revision as I understamd it,
chises lie was proposing for somte of the provinces and yet w-hen the electors caie to the poll their
would necessarily entail expense, labour, trouble votes only 12of these 119 naies were fouind on the
and complications of all kinds ; that the returningi ilist. 1I adlitioni to that, upoun that sane voters'
officers would niot all decide alike on the saine ques- list andi in the samlle polling sub-division there were
tions ; that one revising oticer would decide the 12 namnes insertel every one of vhîom was a mimior.
point in ie way andii another returing officer in I ave the nanes here, and they are as follows-
quite another way. I know of one electoral dis- ".JasE.iFred.NI.1y!ars
trict in which an inctme franchise voter made , " d. .<>Plilip Ctte, rhl.1t8yer
a leclaration iii order to> have his naine inserted oni NorthwoI.17: Mirton Rtl.,16: Ad:ui Reilner. 18 years
the voters' list. He madle the usual declaration. Walter iorae, 16: Juin Snave, 20; John Syuiiigt-)ni,
He swore to that leclaration on oath. and madle his .1gvd iS."
application to the returninr o ticer ; anid the oath-i This shows you that the electors. the great mass
andi it is that which substantially affects the mnerits of the people of this couintry, have no protection
of the case-was iii the following words:--'1 an whatever for their franîchise. They mîay have
in receipt of wages to the value of $3(M a year or tiei- naines inserteul mpon the voters' list at the
over ; I have been so for oie year prior to Ist Jan-; preliminary or tiinal revision, but they have no
1ia-y, 1 86, anîd have been a resident of the city for t guarantee whatever that these naines shall appear
that saine period.- Oue wvoull natu-ally thîiik, tliat upoun the voters'list whîen they cone to record their
the object of Parlianent and of the returning otficer i votes for o- against one candidate or the otier.
would be, that any man miaking a / onaf/A applica- Let me ilve you aniother illustration. In aniothîer
tio.n to be placel on the voters' list, asking to enîjoy constituenchy 15 nanies werestricken off the voters'
theI. right that ei-v Biitishi subject ouglht to have list altorethler. You would think that vould l be
thet right to enjoy, should have is application dealt i the end of it, Mr. Speaker. i suppose. for I ain
with, not in a techinical spirit, but ii a broadi hound to suppose, tliat the Governmt honietly
aMi liberal one. This wo rthy returiing oticer itendedl to carry out the law. One woulud nîatur-
rejected the declaration and cuit off the unfortunate ally suppose, giving everyloly credit for- fair deal-
main froi his right to exercise the franchise, aid im and honestv, that the revisimg otticer would
the grouinîds on whcli lie did it empliasizes act the sane, but of the 15i0 nanes I refer to
the stand we took wlien we opposed the Býilli whiich were erasei froin the voters' list, every nie
in 11 85. 'lie retun-îing oticer sait: I want in- ¡of theni ias upon the voters list whenI ve calle
fo-matioi, aLni the information imust be supplied|to rcord oui- votes. I do noot knîow w-here the
in an intelligible form, ; the Ist of anua-y must be ifraud ai-ose. I aI hardly prepared to say tlhat it
suîpplied ii so many wors, andi ot by contractions, CL as a fraud. buit it was anil extraordinary circumil-
the word-s "'83E) or over - convey n1i miieaining, the i stance that 15o naines were stuck off the v.te-s
law requires " not less thian 3. " Prior to Ist li.st iii nie ridintr, and that the revising otticer s
Januar-v is bad. (Oln these four gr-unds that decided, and yet everyone of these aines were
intelli geînt anild unpar-tizani -returniîng otticer-1 an i upon the voters' list wheii we came to vote ntil
buid to assume that hie was sucli--ejected this pollntr Iay. I canî point to the facts ini my own
mau's application to be placed 011 the voters' list :'countty with labsolute certainty ad withoiut fear utf
because the tigures ' lst Jaiuary - were iinserted, sucessful contradiction. aid I can state that scores
because the wtoris '" thi-ce hîundred dollars or over " of naines which were alded to the list, both by decla-
werie usel iisteal of " nlot less than e," ami iration and at the preliiiiiinary and tinal revisuio.
hecause the words " prior to Ist Janiuary, 1886," were not founti upon the voters' list that was sent
were uîsed. I say the work of carr i out the| to ;derich and uptn which -we recorlel ur vutes
Act is diticult btesitIes being expeisive. 1 say that i o the 5th of Niarch last. Scores of mnes which
it leaves the d.omos open to all kinîds of electoral were erased fromî the voters' list by the revisinig
fi-aids. I will gie you ami illustration of this oIticer iemainel on the voters' list. Mcen deaul for
iiisteaud of an argmnent, becaulse I believe tlaLt nle .five years, men who all these yeaurs hiad been
illustration i is better thail ai tu'argument. I sleeping thicir last sleep and whose uamies
hiave ini my- minl an eleetoral ridiig in the Prov- were stricken of, suidenly appearel upoi the
ince of Onitario wlhere 125 namles oi the vtoters list voters' list. I lo not know tlhat there wias a
Were put upoii the voter's list twice; oi the saine resurrection and that tiese leati men votedl,
voter's list, 15 namies. were inîserted three but I tdo know that tlhey wvere personatel in
times, aui iion the very saine list 50 voters put on more thian one instance. Dead men voted througlh
as incoie voters hial not been living ini the uiding, their proxies ; thegrandfauther and the father were
no- in the electoral district, nor iii the couiity, for dead foi- tive or six years, the gradsonu and the
a year- or morle befte the application to put themî son living on the old hiomestead for ten years had
oi the list was made, and yet every one of tlhese no vote at all under this bteautifil Franchise Act
irregularities were on the face of the voters' list w-hici was to correct aill the errors and cure all the
whien the eloetioi was held. Is it possible that huiistakes, and be perfect in every respect, as we
hon. gentlemen on either side of the House ean te were told by the First Minister and is colleagues
satistied with this mode of preparing the voters' w-hen we were fighting this Bill foir mnonths on the
lists 125 naines inisertel twice on the one list, floor of Parliaient I will give you another in-
15 naimes tliree timnes, and 50 voters wlio were stance whicl camine uideri my personal observation.
noQt living ini the districet at ail, mnany of thiemî Ini the townî of Cinuton, wvith a )ppulation uof


