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other day with regard to certain railways in Scotland.
There were two railway companies running between
Greenock and Edî"à4 fLkeyTan in 2d u pettiion for a
year gand a haf, pd ,hobrates were reduced to one-
eightfe of *hat 4 tbey re bore, there was scarcely any
appreciabl-,sadutis ai 4te dividends oe-in theamomst
received by the companies. Now, until we have the
information which I ask for in this motion, we coâld not
take the firtotepin the conideration of the question ofthe
reduction of freigits. I do not say we ought to decrease
rate.l?---de noti di" ss that question iow, but I iay
that the House should have aIl eccesary infornation on
th# satijettIf an bon. member should dhoose to biîng it-
beferethe House. We-could ot enter into a discussion of
that. sibjeot with the imperfect -knowledge which our'
railway oompanies àfford ts in the returne they make.
I think the whole system ef our railway returns ougbt to
receive "the careful consideration of the Minister, and that
we should have mene complete information with regard to
the internal trade of the country t han we do at present.
. M. WHITE (Cardwell). I think the hon. gentleman

wiJl se. that if he could get the information whiuh he
wants, it would be exceedingly misleading to the public
and, therefore, not valuable for the object ho has in view.
The peculiarity of our railway freight taaffic is that there are
certain seasons of the year, as for instance, when the erops
have to be moved, whon the roiling stock of the railway
companies i. more than fully occupied for probably three
or four months of the year, and when every train, -and
especially those which are eastward bound, and come over
the ine to the points of ocean shipment, are all fah. Then
there are other peiods of the year, and perhaps large
period;, when there ls no snoh traffle. The effect of the
fig ns which my hon. friend wants would be this, that
taking the year all round, it would appear that the rolling*
stock of the companies would not be fully oceupied-their
cars would not be entirely filled, and the consequence of
that would be the creation of an impression in the country,
that if the rates were only reduced, there would be a larger
amount of traffic, and the companies would realize that
much more, when in reality the effoot was due to another
circumstance, namely, that during a certain period of the
yeur, their rolHng stock waa more than employed,
while at other seasons there was nothing like
so large a quantity of freight to be moved.
The effect, therefore, of the figures, if brought down in the
bald manner in which they are asked for in the motion of my
hon. friend, would be to mislead the public mind on this
question, and any arguments based upon them would therefore
be fallac:ous. There is another thing to be borne in mind.
A s I understand, what theb hon. gentleman desires tg4et by
this motion is the amount of freigbt actually carried on
partieular trains partially filled, and how -mueh such trains
could have carried. That, as I understand it, is what the
hon.gentleman asks; but I do not think that is quite what
he asks for in bis motion, because bie asks for the capacity of
the.:toptaniiese, having regard to the rolling stock they have
altogether, a nd the amount which is actually engaged in
carrying tradfie. The digieulty in the way of getting such
information is lths: that mnder the present systen our
ralways, the Grand Trunk, the Great Western, the Interco
lonial and other ronds are perpetally interchanging their
cars, and the question of how much they corrld do with the
cara theyve woul4 depend entirely on the control they
have overthose cas, and thioseears fof a large portion of the
tine re entirely beyond their controi, they are -under the
control of other companies over whose Iines they pass and
with wih the elMnpanies owniag them have businees
relaions 8 thMat it woold ,be wtterby impossible in
that asee t-get anytttng like a tatement whieh.
WeA libe- an- .seeTrate, eoe. So with regard tg the
PassgrtuaAo. -The hn. gentleman :maêt know
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that theitwrno his motion wonld not, if it was interal
aeoordano. with the terms ofrh. notion, give bimthe
information he seeks as to theo capacity of Ltecompani.g as
toroIligstck. he ime princile applies wifh retrd
tothe llingstook ofpassenger traioâl so tha off it.
Thr ar e dds~in .periodè hen the rolling stock i ampl
owcupied, and.there are other periods when it isnot so wel
occupi4, and when in ithe nature of th>e busisn«s of this
noqntry it cannot be so weU occupied S ha'ig rega
tothese facts in onnection with our railway triflce,itoeems
to ne lha the information the hon. gentlemah seeks to
obtain would not hef any real value, even if the ralw.y
comipans wer williag to-o to the enormous labor Whihb
would b.einVolved in attaining it; in fact, so far from being
valuable, it would be entirely misleading to thei public min
and migit load t the'advocacy of a particular ine of rail-
way policy whioh bad no justificatiçn in oxisting condi on
!of our ailway tr mic.

Mr. MILLS. The les we ýknow the more "we know.
Mr. WHyITE. lot by any neans. We have raow

two or three importaht sources of intbraintion. We
have the reports made to eth shareholders of'tbe
different railway companies; '#e have lu these the
number of passengers they carry and the ieflege ; w.
have the extent of their rolling stock, the freight they
carry, and the prices ner ton, per mile, at which it is
earried-in fact, al' the information which the hon. gettle-
man expects to obtain; except the particular anstysim 6f this
information which theb on. g6nt1ema anow asks for. We
have this further fact, and it is an important on, in relation
to the redaction of freights. As my hon. iriend from
Niagara (Mr. Plumb) pointed out, with all the enormous
inerease of business in this count+ry, our great trunk lino
has not been able yet to pay a dividend, even on all its
preference stock and certainly not on its ordinary stock,
and, until it does it would ill becone the Government or
the Parliament of this country to interfere with its
management.

Motion negatived.

THE CLAIM OF THEOTIME BLANCH.IRD.

Mr. ANGLIN moved fer ail correspondence relating to
the élaim of Theotime Blantchard, late laspector of Weights
and Measures for the oounties of Gloucester and Restigouche,
N.B.. for the payment to him of the portion of bis salary
wiihbeld as his contribution tu the Superannuation Fund,
He said: The House will probably remember the change
made by legisilation in the mode of inspection, and in the
staff of inspectora; and the question was raised in this
House with respect to refun4ing the amount of money
withheld ont of the salaries ofthese odicers, in order to pay
their contributions to the Superannuation Fund. The
Department seemed at firet ldisposed to refond any surm,
the defence set up being that they had net been digplaced
or removed, but legielated out of existence. A membor of
the Government, and somne hon. members, held the
opinion that because those officers were not removed
in the ordinary course they ad no claim even
to have any ameunt oontributed by them refunded.
The opinion of the ,ouse was, however, so strong
that the then Minister of Inland Revenue conseiated that the
money should be refunded. That was done in several cases;
but in other cases it had been refused. I aak the attention
of the House to one case, the facts of which I am personally
cognizant of. In my own county, Mr. Blanchard, who at
the time was a member of the Local Legislature, was
appointed inspector. He held office until he was legislated
out of existence. During that time a certain portion of his
salary was withbeld on every'quarter-day by the Depart-
ment, under ýhe authority of the Superannuation Act,


