
Needless to say, no government commits itself to respond to
such possible future demands by the United Nations just because it has
participated in this meeting . That is a decision for governments to
make in the light of all the circumstances at the time . But a government
which does so respond will have benefited, I know, from the presence of
its representatives in Ottawa this week . So, too, will the United Nations
have benefited# and I am glad to note, in this respect, the presence here
today of a distinguished representative of the Secretary-General .

Too often, in the past, we have been unprepared to meet peace- -
keeping emergencies . Nor is it reasonable to believe that such emergencies
will not happen again - perhaps without warning . The United Nations itself
may be prevented by circumstances from taking action to prepare for such
emergencies . We all know the difficulties that lie in the way of such United
Nations action . But member governments can, indeed must, do a great deal on
their own initiative . And who is more aware of this need than those of us
who have made major contributions to peace keeping in the past, or who have
made it clear we are prepared to be of assistance in the future ?

May I say in conclusion that Canadians take pride in the fact of
your meeting here . Canadians have participated in every United Nations
peace-keeping operation since 1948 . Successive Canadian Governments have
always sought to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to preserve
the peace . I myself have been privileged to be associated with these efforts
for many years .

We do not expect miracles . As Secretary-General U Thant pointed
out in his address to the Canadian Parliament on May 26 last, what we can
expect is "a sound and gradual development of thought and action at the
national and international levels, if, in this matter of peace keeping, we
are to profit from the lessons of the past and plan and act for a more stable
and happier future" . But that is also the least we should expect . I am
confident that the meeting which begins today will carry us forward yet a
little closer towards that goal .

S/C


