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cultural expectation to step up to adversity and
meet challenges head on. I have personally rec-
] n ice officer, soldier,

: _
nd most importantly, as a father. I have

ss the sisu spirit to my chil-

-
dren Markus and Maija Valtonen.

The periods of extreme adversity that have
faced the Finnish people demonstrates how sisu
has woven itself into the fabric of Finnish culture
and connects us with our Finnish heritage no
matter where we are around the world.

To all those veterans and Lottas, whose num-
bers are becoming fewer and fewer with each
passing year, Kiitos! It is now our duty and re-
sponsibility to embody the Finnish sisu spirit. We
will make sure we as Finnish Canadians do not
forget your sacrifice allowing us the opportunity
to live full lives and to pass our proud Finnish

heritage to the next generation.
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Winner of the Samuel Johnson Prize




