In an attempt to capture the changing phases of a world-wide war,
it is obvious that the picture, if relieved by sunshine, must also be
darkened by shadow. To-day there may be an encircling gloom—
to-morrow there will be shafts of light.

I can but reiterate what I have previously said to this house and to
the people of Canada. We shall only be helping the enemy and not
ourselves if we are unduly elated by temporary success, or if we are
unduly downcast by temporary failure.

No thoughtful man could ever have believed that this war would
be over in a few months, or won by a short, sharp thrust. From the
very beginning it was obvious that the volcanic forces let loose in the
world were so mighty that a long, grim struggle was inevitable. It was
bound to spread from nation to nation, from ocean to ocean, and from
continent to continent.

The weak, the unprotected, and the perversely neutral were obliged
to fall by the wayside. The final conflict was inevitably destined to be
waged between the strong.

To-day, in what may be the bitterest chapter of the battle for
freedom, state discipline fights self-discipline. The strongest men ever
forged and hammered by a state meet on many fronts the strongest
men ever tempered by the fires of liberty.

In this last chapter a few indubitable facts stand out in bold relief.
The war will be won or lost not in Africa or in Asia or in the islands of
the Pacific, but in the wide waters of the Atlantic, on the shores and
in the skies of Britain. The Mediterranean is but an outskirt of the
city of liberty. The battlements are in the Atlanfic and the English
channel. Freedom falls only if Britain falls.

Let me for a moment seek to balance our advantages and our dis-
advantages in the air, on the land and at sea.

In the air, the balance of machine power is gradually being adjusted.
Increasing numbers of nazi bombers are being destroyed at night; British
raids on German objectives have not only grown more effective, but no
longer can the official silence of the usually over-loquacious German
propaganada ministry hide their results from the German people.

In his Reichstag speech on May 4, Hitler was forced to promise
still better weapons next year. This statement was the first indication
given to the German people that the war would not, as hitherto forecast
by Hitler, be ended this year. Thus are the prophecies of the violent
put to confusion by free men.
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