
Case Sk* of the Situation in Nortbem Ireand as
2.4. Expresse by Youth Experts

The moderator and facilitator of this session was Marie
Smyth, Director, Community Conflict Impact on Children
(INCORE) who began by providing an overview of the
consequences for chilciren and young people of political
violence in Northern Ireland. This was followed by evidence
in response and elaboration from youth representatives Peter
Bryson, Linda O'Neill, Colin Brown and James Dunbar.

There had been sporadic insurrections and violence
since the Northern Ireland state was formed in 1921 through
the annexation of the northern six counties of Ireland, with
ongoing violence (The Troubles) between 1969 and 1994,
and sporadic outbrealcs ever since. The majority of the 3,700
deaths occurred between 1972 and 1977. In a total
population of 1.6 million this means that an estimated 7,000
people live in nuclear families in which someone has been
killed as a result of the conflict. Estimates of injuries vary
from the officiai figure of 40,000 to 123,000 and the number
of people permanently disabled as a result is not known. The
majority of deaths are males (91%) between 15 and 35 years
of age. Main causes of death are shooting and those
responsible have been largely members of paTffiitary


