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WEEK’S EVENTS IN REVIEW

"CANADA’ S AIR POLICY: Addressing on October
the annual meeting of the Air Industries
and Transport Association,’ the Prime Mn.mster,
Mr. St.-Laurent, gpoke in part -as: follows:
"The great progress: that has been made both
“in the field of air operations and in aircraft
productmn since the end of the war has been
due in no simall.manner to the work of your

Association. The records show that: from 253

commercial -aircraft:in- operation in March
1945, Canadian companies, -in March of this
year, had more than 1;300 aircraft'in com-
mercial operation. They also indicatethat

last year Canadian aircraft:-carried ‘three -

times the number of passengers they carried
in 1946, more than 1,800,000 air.travellers,

That figure represents something like one- :

eigth of Canada's population and stxiikiingly
emphaslzes the _.art-that aviation is playing
in the lives of Canadians.

" "That significant increase- in business- has
brought about a new concept.of airline opera-
tions. When Ttans-Canada Air:Lines was es-
tablished in 1937 it was conceived as.a main-
line operator on an east-west- ‘basis. On the
other harid, private operators working on a
north-south basis were considered- to-be feeder
-Tines. Well, development has been so great
that concept is no.longer adequate. Many of
the lines operated by private concerns are now
"So 'active that they too must be regarded as
main lines. And, conversely, ‘some of the lines
operated by TCA have become in fact,, feeder

1

~lines. Thus the ongmal idea of retammg the

main-line type for TCA only 'and the feeder-
line type for private operators only has to:be
reconsidered.

When I acted as host at a dinner given in
honour of the delegates of the. Internatmnal
Air Transport Association earlier this month I
paid- tribute, and it was a well-earned tribute,
to the pioneers.of aviation- whose perseverance
and ‘courage have made thig air age possible.
I referred briefly to the part that Canadian
pioneers had played in the development of avi-
ation both on the flying side and the tech-

nical side of the industry. I made special

reference to that hardy breed of men who had
done so ‘much and who are still.doing so much
to explore and to exploit vast areas of our
country accessible only-by air. They are the
men ‘who have earned for themselves that hon-
ourable and distinctively Canadian tltle of
tbush pilot".:

I was Lnterested to learn 'of the sugges-
tion, ..that steps ‘be taken to found an-air
museum so that a visual record of our nation's
achievements in aviation might be maintained.
Those achievements-have been corisiderable and
1 think it is most: flttxng that they should be’
kept before-the public in this fashion. May I
therefore extend to the Association my best

‘wishes for the success of this commendable

project should it be undertaken.:
I believe it is correct to say that in the
early days of aviation greater recognition was



