
REPORT. OF EC 1992 WORKI~00 GRQUP ON FIBKER$ES PRODUCTS

I - INTRODUCTION

Chair'.ed by the Department of Fzsheries>. ancl Oceans, the Working
Group on . Fisheries Products was formed in Navember 1988 and has
included representatives of the Departments of External Affsirs
and International Trade ; Industry, Science and Techno°logy ;
C.onsumar° ~,rtd Corgorat.e Affairs ; and. ~Iatioi~al'Health and W~lfare .
It was one of a dozen simil .ar grvups set up within the government
to assess th4a implxcatzoris of the European Community's 199 2
market integratibn pragram, .

The 'Wor.king Group on Fisheries . hasv-met at -irr-egular xntervals
sinçe the autumn•of 1588-and carried out impact analyses of
avail-able EC market integration directives or regulatians . of
specific or possible interest to the fisheries sector . A-s -the
great majority of thes.e items c:oncer.ned health and .hygier,ic
car,diti,ons or technical standards,, the Inspec,tion Services
Directorate of .Fisheries and Qcea ns played a .major role in this
exercise

*
and coordinated its input, as apprapriate, with other

working craups -such as that on Standards .

II - EC 199 2 MARKET INTEGRATION

Creation of a-single EC internal market by 1992 is inter)d-ed to
clear away remaining barriers to the=free circulation of people,
capïtal f goads and services wxt,hin th~ ~~mmunit, :y'.s twelve :,member
states . The-r.rationale behind this projept is to have :a full
common mqrket area within the * Community, to •strencftheri- the
compétitiveness: of Europe vis-a-vis the United States .and Japan
and to further promote the goal of European unity :

The Community's approach,• focuses on developing some three- hundreci
harmonized 'regulA-tery. meAsures in the -areas of physicaX hàrx'ie rs
(such as customs and immiqra-tion controls) ; technical Yiar'rier's
(such as product standards, hda1th and _ safety'reciuireiatents) t
barriers to labour mobility, services and capital move'ments` ; and
fiscal kiar'rie.rs {suçh as differinc} rates ~~ ~axation) . Not
surprisingly, about one half ofthe approximately tYiree hundred
rineasures conce r.n ~ physica<1 or technicdl barriers to the trade of
goads :

As of-the end of 0c-tober. 1989, the : EC C6uncil and-Commission had
tabled over 90 percent of the proposals er.visaged_by the
Commission's 19.85 White: Paper On "Compieting the internal
Market . "

III - EC'TRADE REGI ME FOR FI SHERI ES PRODUCTS AND 1992
IMPLICATIONS

A1tY,augri . the E C is a~ maj.or consumer of - fï,'sheries products ;
Canada ' s° export performance. in the Europ ear ► , market has nqt _


