REPORT OF EC 1992 WORKING GROUF ON FISHERIES PRODUCTS

I - INTRODUCTION

Chaired hy tha Department of Fisheries: and Gceans, the Workiﬁg
Group on Fisheries Products was formed in November 1988 and has
included representatives of the Departments of External Affairs
and International Trade; Industry, Science and Technology:
Consumer and Corporate Affairs; and National Health and Welfare.
It was one of a dozen similar groups set up within the govertiment
to assess the implications of the Eurcpean Community's 1992
market 1ntegrat10n program.

The Working Group on Fisheries. has.met at irregular intervals
gince the autumn- of 1%88% and carried out impact analyses of
available EC market integration directives or regulations of
specific or possible interest to the fisheries zector. As the
great ma]crlty of these items concerned health and hyglenlc
cohditions or technical standards,; the Inspectlcn Sarvices
Directorate of Fisheries and Qceans played a major role in this
exercise and coordinated its input, as appropriate, with other
working groups such as that on Standarﬂs.

II - EC 1992 MARKET INTEGRATICN

Creation of a 51ngle EC internal market by 1992 is intended to
clear away remaining barriers to the free circulation of pecple,
capital, gcods and services within the Communlty 8 twelve membar
states. The ‘rationale behind this projept is to have a full
common market area within the Ccmmunlty, to etrengthen the
conpetitiveness of Europe vis-a-vis the United States and Japan
and te further promote the goal cof European unity.

The cDmmunlty = apprnach focuses on developing some three hundred
harmonized regulatory measures in the -areas of phy51ca1 barriers
(such as customs and immigration controls); technical barriers
(such as product standards, health and safety requirements):
barriers to labour mobility, services and capital movements; and
‘fiscal barriers {such as dlfferlnq rates of tawation). Not
surprlslngly, about one half of the appraxlmately thtree hundred
measures concern physical or technical barriers to the trade of
quoods.

As of the end of October 198%, the EC Council and Commission had
tabled over 90 percent of the proposals envisaged by the
Commisslon's 1985 White Paper on "Completing the Internal
Market."

ITI - EC TRADE REGIME FOR FISHERIES PRODUCTS AND 1992
IHPLICHTIGNE :

Although the EC is a major consumer of -fisheries proeducts,
Canada's export performance in the European market has not



