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fun of the exerclees. The illiterate and thoee who, understand but very
littie Englige listen to the piano reitais, and even to the etories read
to, themn, with rapt attention, alwaye carryiug away impressons of a
broader lMe than they ever dreamed of iu their native lande. Mauy whom
ean read are seeking to improve theîr knowledge of American history
and literature. Glee clubs have been formed iu several centres among
both nien and women, and one centre boasts of two orchestras. It hia»
been found difficult to introduce îiduetrial work, as the space for etoring
niaterials le ail needed for the day work of the echoole

But the quiet hours for reading and study are proviug v&ry helpful.
Sehool children, iuiable to work lu their uoisy tenement homes, avail
themelelves of these comfortable roomre, where perplexities vanlsh under
the liglit shed on the subject by excellent teachers. "Ibhave seen young
men studylug Frencli, German, Algebra and Geometry," sayis the Super-
lutendent, " accept needed aid just as gratefuily. Last spriug about
Oeventy took a civil'service exainination. They would hardly have under-.
taken it bail they been obliged to etudy lu the midet of the noise and
confusion of tenemeut bouse life. Teachere lu charge of these study
?ooms see that ail books of reference requlred by the pupis are obtained
from the school library." For general reading there le, at eacb centre,a table eupplied wlh good magazines and illustrated papers. The pages
of these are turned by many bands. Moreover, each centre lias a travrel-
ling library whlch goes on its way at the end of the mouth and gives
place to another. From, September, 1903, to June, 1904, more than
seventy-three thousand books circulated through New York Recreatioii
Centres.

The work o! New York's Summer Vacation Sehools was but recently
begun, but already îts fame bas spread to ail the large cities o! theUTnited States. Some happlly lnepired person thouglit it a pity that
Bebool buildings, representiug lu the aggregate an euormnoue outlay
should stand for two months empty and idle, whule the neglected childreu
of the hard-worked poor rau the streets, learning much evil and forget.
tiug not only mucli of the kiiowledge gained at sehool but also the habits9
of order and ludustry parti*ily acquired there. So, lu some poor and
tbronged neiglibourboods the schoolliouses were opened, and children
gathered into them from the streets were occupied wlth songe, marches
and simple handicraft. Thus the vacation schools began. They soon
proved eo heipful froDi the pedagogle standpolut, and the children o! the
poor f ound them eo ailurlug, that there arose a demand for more snch
schools, in better uelghbourhoods, for the children o! the well-to-do.
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