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that lie was obiiged to inangur te « Societv for the1

Provention of Crueity to Child eni. Tis idea sooli

found its way to Engiand, and ý hile Ainerica has the!

hionor of establ ish i ng the first S. 1'.C. C. ' England %vms

not Blow to foliow. and simiilar societies were very
suon foried in ii .verpool anid [LondonI.

To many, however, the muest hopeful and iniport-
ant brandi of the wholo nioveiniclt is the Bands (if

Mercy. The flrst Band of MNercY ini Aniernca was

formed in Massachîusetts5 in 1882, 1a11 now has a
membersliip of three hundred tliousanid. In both thlî
United States and Franîce, the Bands have been intro-
duced into the schools and becoino part ofthte educa-
tional systern of these countries.

St. John has the honor of bcbng the tirst city ini

Canada in which the Bands of Mercy have been
formed; and ini one year after tie inauguration of the
movement hiere, the imenber8hip nurnbered twelvc
hundred. This branch of the niovement is under the
especial jurisdiction of the Ladies' (Jomrinittee. as is

the ceue in other placet.
The great interest in ttue department arises frorn

the conviction that the future ie in the bands of the,

cidren, and the moet enduring work is to be donc.
among them. Throngi the literature and general
work of the Bande winch more le taugit tiec bidren
than Lie more humane treatment of animale. The'
essaye, annual gatherings, etc., stimulate tie mcm-
bers tu observe the lîabit8 of animais and acquaint.
Liemeelves witi the generai fade tg oLie animal king-
dom. Their minde are also awakened to tie suifer-
ings ut buman beinge and imbued with a desire to,
treat eacb other kindly. F.

st. John, N.B.

IN a recent address of Sir Lyon Playfair, President
of the British Association, relating to questions of'
BcienLific and industrial training, *and their effectei on',
national lite and national prueperity and progress,
occurs the following passage which is full of Most
important truti. lHe says:

"In the sehool a boy should be aided to discoverthe elas8l
of knowledge that is best suited for bis mental capacities,
s0 that ini the upper forms of the school and in the univer-
ity, knowledge may be specialized, in order to cultivate

the powers of the man to their f ullest extent. Shakespeare's
educational formula may not be altogether truc, but it con.
tains a broad basis of truth:

"No Profit goes where la no pleasure ta'en;
In brief, sir, study what you most affect.

In thie quotation the trtihwe haýe ofoten urged in
these pages je cleariy cxpressed, viz.: that there shouId
be adaptation of training tu eaeh pupil'e needs and
peculiarities in otir echools.

SIR JOHN WILLIAM DAWSON.
1 Princitudai andVitt-ofai'.kr Nieu i U sivmity

Th be et t ftis rief sketch, tilihougli nearly
sixty-eight ye:irs or uge, is at lireeetit apparently in
fult prime vigor of life, tu juidge by the enormous
amount of scientifie ani edutitonil work which ho
continues to accomplrneh. Ile stands at. Lhe head, not
oniy of Canadian, but ot Anîcrican ecientists, andbi4
accomxuishmonts have won for hlm in theoloH world
a place in tho fronît ranks of the great mon whoe
names wili go downî lonorcd to the future ageo. 11e
wau born at P'ictoit, Nova Sc,ý-otia, i3tlh October, 1820,
wus edncated in thc Pictin Acadcmy, and comrnenced-
hie work in nitural, hist.ory when only twelve years
old by making a collection ofthLe fossils ot the
carboniterousirocksoft ticcountty. Froru ic academy
ho went to tUec univei-sity ut Ediutrgli, where ho
paid spociai attention Lu naturai history subjects and

practical chomistry. In 18421., lie tudied the gcology
of Nova Scotia, in conîpmny with Sir Charle Lychi.
In 1846;,lho completcd bis uinivcrsîty course at BAin-
burgh. Returnirig homo ho caintinuoed hie investiga-
tions, constantly publishing lits observations and
discoveries in scioiitif'ic 1eriodicals and in the trans-
actions ot learned societies. Hc was invited by the
authorities uf Dalliotisic Collogo Lu give a course of
scientific lectures in Hlalifax whicb 'won for him the
reputation ut a popular lecturer. In 1850, ho wu
aipuointed the first superintendont ot education in
Nova Scotia. 1le took a prorninent part in the
establishment of the Normai Schooi in Nova Scotia;


