THE CANADIAN MUNICIPAL JOURNAL

SUBSCRIPTION Published

RATES
City of Montreal and
United States $1.25

Canada, Great Britain
and Countries in
Postal Union $1.00

" HARRY BRAGG
FREDERICK WRIGHT

The Canadian Municipal Journal Co., Limited

All communications to be made to Canadian Municipal

i : 3 Breaidant ing in these pages

0 i % % Editor may be reproduced

provided full credit

Journal is given to the
Journal.

CORISTINE BUILDING, MONTREAL
Telephone Main 4362,

Monthly by
Any article appear-

Although the Canadian Municipal Journal is the Official Or
yet these are not responsible for any other matte

r published in its colu
or itself is stated to be authorized by either of the

gan of the Union of Canadian Municipalities and other bodies
mns than what in each article
se bodies

‘Official Organ of the Union of Canadian Municipalities

“Municipal from cover to cover’

Circulates in every city, town and village

VOL. XIII. JUNE, 1917. NO. 6
CONTENTS.

LG M. Convention on . s 282 ( Immigrant Rates and Effects ............ ............. 289
New Development Bolioy s B e e A 283 Commission Government ......... ..... ... ........ 289
=Meeting of Ui C.iM. Exesutive o.. ... o 283 Municipal Accounting (B. T. SHEPBOTY iy e e 290
How One Municipality Prepares to Meet New Con- Hydro-Electric Railways (T. J. Hannigan)........... 292

gitions SEATA SRERGANYL, ' G ar i s s 0 e 284 Civicu Affains i ManitoBar i Soie, o 0w 0 o 294
Civic Affairs in British Columbia ...... ........... .. 285 An Industrial Survey ........ B o S e T e 295

N P ROOrarOe ol e, S 286 Transportation Problems (Sanford AR Ao 295
Qivic Affairs in Alberta i 0. Wi S e 287 | Oxy-Acetyline Welding R e e 206
A Cost of Living Tribunal (W. D. Lighthall) ......... 288 Municipal Consulting Engineers ......... ..... .. .. 297

Flower Festivals and the Community

Most municipalities are keen on advertising their
advantages to the outsider, or at least to show their
best side, but it has been left to a little city in
Ontario to introduce the best method of all to make
itself known to the world. Tulips; who can resist
then. For three days last month the City of St.
Thomas held high court. It was Tulip festival, and
Visitors came from all parts to admire the publie
and private beds of this beautiful bulb, surrounded,
as it were, with the varigated hues of every known
flower. This transforming of the very ordinary into

. the very beautiful is due to the local horticultural
Society which is fortunate in having in its president
(Dr, Frank Bennett) a man with a vision, and suffi-
Cient vitality to put that vision into practice. And
the citizens, headed by the eity council, have backed
the society in competing with each other in the
beautifying of their gardens. The result is that
St. Thomas during the summer months is one huge
flower garden, studied with neat dwellings.

Now surely in this beautifying of their city the
People of St. Thomas are advertising their wares in
~ the begt possible way. They are doing more. They
are propagating the love of the beautiful, and all

that it means, in the minds of their neighbours and
their children. They are even spreading the gospel
of flowers to surrounding municipalities and it is to
be hoped that the day will soon come when every
city and town throughout the Dominion will have its
annual flower festival. Tt is strange, but true, that
Canada, outside one or two communities, is sadly
lacking in beauty in its publie thoroughfares and
private gardens. There seems to be a general im-
pression abroad that trees and flowers in a publie
place or street are out of place; that however wide
the thoroughfare, it must be completely covered with
cement or asphalt or tar, with ugly wooden
telephone or teiegraph poles on either side to divide
the heavy and hard road from the harder pave-
ment. Nothing to soften the view. If a little of the
St. Thomas or Hamilton spirit could but penetrate
this prosaic utilitarian atmosphere the citizens of
many a Canadian municipality would benefit. We
believe that if municipal and road engineers were
compelled to take a course in landscape gardening
their work, without losing in strength or dura-
bility, would be more artistic and more in keeping
with the wishes of the citizens.



