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N impression has gone abroad re- north. Great BrJtain had been there be-

im the -should Ainerican
-A garding a possible cla by _ fore them. Moreover, 'United States of territorial rights fisliermen and whalers have plied their

in North-eastern Canada. From what business in Hudson Bay itself, the act gave

source this cl4m originates is hard to de- them. no claim to, aught save the doubtful

fine, but it is clearly an aftermath of -the honor of aff rontery and wholesale poach-

Alaskan boundary question., While the ing.

general public are but littie informed of The general supposition concerning the

pur rights in Ungava, Franklin, and the extreme north-eastern lands of the Domin-

fur northern islands, our claim is none the iôn is that the are of nô particular con-

less secure. Possession counts nine points sequence. The same was thought, of-the

of the law. Close examination of the Ala'skan shores by Great Britain some years

Alaskan award will reveal a decision upon ago. These northe-rn districtý, the home

that same legal precedent. .British mag- of the Hudson Bay trapper and Esqlii-

n -amrrn*ty looked kin'dly upon, thirty-fiv-- maux, have a distinct value that will be

years ' usurped possession and, forba:de de- greatjy augmented in the near, future.

privàtion thereof. Canada's Plaim to, her This was vaguely recognized as a rnatter

eastern tertîtory is much older and far of priority when Charlès Il., in 1664, gave

more stable than that of the Alaskan shore. letters patent to, 'the Honorable Hudson

Occàsional-ly we hear of some foreign Bay Comfany, granting to their use all

power se some little island in the far aters to the fiorth and west of

Pacific for a coaling depot. It was com- New France. Those were not.the days

Mon eiiough in the days of privateer navi- when Englishmen talked of " Our Lady of

gation for some eriterprising mariner to the Snows when they wère willinz even

raise his country's flag over some terra to navigate the Arctic Circle to gain a little

incognita. , International complications trade or, better still, a few furs to, keei)

were then concerried, with ' larger, issues, thernselves warm. The value of this land

and coaling stations less required. Geo- was still further emphasized when, by the

graphical -precedence recelved, îherefore, treaty of Utrecht,,,1713, the saine rights

more considerafioný and an island or were confirmed, with the additional ces-.

tMiq, if outside of Europe, was of no sion of ý Newfonndland and Nova Sébtià.

consequence. Yet, in. spite -of 'the zeal of It 'was still further confirmed, as well as

th' mplorer, oxie or., more unknown lands the priori.ty of clairn to'the nèw territories-

û. On' of ihese--whether la d or w-hen in 1735 an expedition frorn BrisFcli,

sea, we know not-týe NQrth .Polee sailed up the Hudson Straits on their ýwuy

the iiiter t attentions of to find a nàrtÉ-west passage. But for a

varioifs adventurous mariners. Which mistake of direction this might have been

nation will first attaiw Éhe Pàle Prày found, fqT, discountffig -ali misadvent'are,

1-leaven ii 4.not the Yankees! These they might have reached' Behring - Straits

latte have sent representatives from timé and the far Pacifiç in dûe-mme. Instead,

td time, It is from thes'e visits to the north . hovýever, tÈey saileà southwa'rd over Hùd-

Wàt the American claim would be largely son 13ay, and found eventually the Coin,

ba"d. Exp1oratiýns have ýndoubtedly panys trading. posts on the: western Shore.
but 

they 
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no 
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have 

had.little 

or

been made, ', ri o beàr-

claitn to territory, even in the, extreme ing upon the title of this territory.
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