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that it is not usual for even graduates to nominate presidents until they
have been requested to do so by one or other of the undergraduate
parties. We are certainly entitled to have a stronger voice in the nom-
ination of our officers than a graduate who has attended only two or
three of our meetings during the year. Nor is it usual for other mem-
bers of the Society than those forming the general committee to con-
stitute themselves the special advisers of our presidents. But this Mr.
Manly very kindly proposes to do. There is an intensity of subjectiv-
ity in the tone of this gentleman’s letter that is perfectly overwhelming.
We commend it to the thoughtful consideration of our fellow under-
graduates, with the expectation that they will, when the election comes
off, convince Mr. Manly most favorably that our Literary Society is not
merely a lower form in the mathematical department of the Toronto
¢ Collegiate Institute.’ 1 am, Sir, very truly yours, A. STEVENSON,

CANADA'S POLITICAI, TRAGEDY.
IN FIVE ACTS.

It is the 17th day of December, 1833 ; and the parliament build-
ings of the town of York is a scene of confusion. The Legislative
Assembly of Upper Canada is in session ; the Speaker in the chair,
Soon after mid-day a lengthened procession approaches. The gallery
is crowded, a few are admitted below the bar, and yet the lobbies out-
side are thronged. Anxiety and determination is read in the coun-
tenance of every visitor.  From gallery and floor all eyes are turned
upon one man who is waiting at the bar.  William Lyvon Mackenzie,
the thrice rejected of that Assembly, has been escorted to the House
by the yeomanry of York County, to take the seat to which they have
again unanimously elected him.

They have a petition there, too, praying that their choice be
respected. They anxiously await its presentation, and when Mr.
McNab urges that it be not so much as received, their chagrin and
indignation found vent in a hiss from the gallery. ‘Clear the House
of Strangers,’ is the cry. The gallery is partly emptied; the Sergeant-
at-Arms, in attempting to eject Mr. Mackenzie by force, is obstructed
by a brawny Highlander, the throng in the lobby at the same time
making a rush for the open door.  They fail to get entrance, and the
door is bolted, blocked, and barricaded. The Sergeant now reports
that Mr. Mackenzie claims to remain as amember. The Speaker urges
the commissioners to refuse to administer the oath, and then decides
Mr. Mackenzie is 2 stranger because he has not taken the oath.

Such was the principal scene of the first act of the trogedy so soon
to follow. Let us pause to loock upon the actors.

Elected as one of the representatives of the County of York, in
1828, Mr. Mackenzie at once became an active member, and proved
himself an ablé, energetic, and prudent statesman. He proposed many
reforms in the Post Office and Banking Systems of the Province; and
no question of public moment but received his earnest attention.

But though his reforms were strongly supported by the majority of
the Assembly, they availed little in the face of Legislative and Execu-
tive Councils, responsible only to the Governor, and a Governor
responsible to a Colonial Secretary, some thousand miles away.

In the session of 1829, a direct vote of censure on the advisers of
the Lieutenant-Governor was adopted by thirty-seven to one. Next
session that single supporter had deserted them. Yet Sir John Col-
borne quietly ignored their wishes, and received the address with the
insolent reply,‘ I return you my thanks for your address.’

William Lyon Mackenzie and his supporters began with no per-
sonal enmity, with no party feeling. They did not accept the principle
of irresponsible government it is true; but they contemplated no
hasty move for its abolition. ~That question they left to time, and
devoted themselves to immediate and practical Reforms.  And it was
only when they saw such legislation systematically disregarded, the
Assembly of the people’s representatives treated as a harmless farce,
when the external embellishments that disguised it were brushed away,
and the so-called government stood out in the hideous pruportions of
the Family Compact, that they set themselves to overturn this
apparently insuperable obstacle of their country’s progress.

Mr Mackenzie was again returned to the Assembly which met in
1831, though he had to encounter all the force of that opposition which
the Lieutenant-Governor and his advisers exerted with such effect in
other constituencies. If anyone is disposed to ask how it was possible
tor the Government to exert such undue influence, let him recollect that
the entire patronage was in the hands of men irresponsible to the
people. By far the greater part of the revenue was thus controlled.
Peter Robinson was then in charge of the unlimited Crown Iands, and,
as a member of the Executive Council, held the position of Auditor of
his own accounts. As the result, and purely as the result of this state
of things, the Assembly which now met contained a majority favomble
to the Executive.  Many.of the members were office holders, liable to
dismissal at the pleasure of this same Executive. There were Sheriffs*

County Registrars, Collectors of Customs, Postmasters, etc. These to
form the free and independent representatives of the people. B}y
moving to enquire into this anomalous state of representation ; by call
ing for returns respecting Pensions and similar expenditures, and 10
other ways, Mr. Mackenzie proved obnoxious to the official party An
attempt to get rid of him this session failed. In the next he W&
charged with publishing a libel on the House, given a single hO“rh(.O
plead in defence, and then expelled. Enthusiastically re-elected by, ’:
constituents, he again appeared to be again expelled. However jus
the first expulsion might have been, th d, in the opinion of every

| pu migh een, the second, in p he
candid observer, and in the opinion expressed subsequently bY t
Colonial Office, was equally a violation of parliamentary procedure an
cemmon justice.

Mackenzie, at the period with which we began, had just € O
from England, whither he had carried a petition signed by 2’4:5"‘1).ef
his countrymen, setting forth their grievances, and appealing for ¢ ’q;
He had met with disappointments, but on che whole his mission wr‘a
most successful.  He procured the dismissal of Attorne -Ge’;e 5
Hagerman, and Solicitor-General Boulton (though Lord Stan ?g -
accession to the Colonial Office resulted in the Solicitor’s re-apPo!
ment), and so had incurred the official displeasure which prompté
violent expulsion for the fourth time. om-

The second act, the act which once performed, made the cCab'
pletion of the tragedy inevitable, has its scene in England. The
inet of Great Britain isin Council, weighty questions of stat tary
discussed, it is now almost midnight, and the Colonial Se%e or
propounds,—* Whom shall we send as Lieutenant-Governor tO s&n
Canada?’ A member replies,—I don’t think we can do better
send out young Head.” That night a messenger was dispatche Je€p
the Colonial Office to Francis Bond Head.  Aroused from bis 5 sty’s
he awoke to ¢ enforced greatness,” and read that it was his Ma]er o
wish that he should accept the position of Lieutenant-GOVemouow
Upper Canada, We are told that the uncertain flame of 2 t.a e
candle lighted the darkness in which this message was received | des-
long not so much as a single ray would illumine the darkness ©
pair which from this hour began to settle upon unfortunaté awhiCh
It will probably never be known whether it was not a mistake by an of
F. B. Head was appointed.  Some think that another gentlem
that name was intended by the proposer. or
Commissioner, was the only one known to Lord Glenelg, an
appointed. In his narrative, he candidly tells us, that he ' ¥ over™”
grossly ignorant of everything that in any way related to the gct the.
ment of our colonies.” Such then was the man who was to €Orf€ the
abuses and allay the grievances of our young Province, suc
man who in his ignorance became the instrument of tyranny a
had done before, but to a less degree, in the famous olig2
Canada, the Family Compact. gir £

I do not doubt, I do not think there is room to doubt, th?t hich
B. Head and his predecessors pursued conscientiously & Coursee most
seemed to them proper. They came out here possessed O t o thert
meagre comprehension of colonial government, and in this casat once
was an utter incapacity for government of any kind. They weree
surrounded by the influence of the Family Compact. They wezolution
to believe that the cry for responsible government meant 'ee class
and separation, and that those who raised it were a low untutor Jereig™
disturbers of their country’s peace, and traitors to thelr §0 arms
Imbued with this idea, our Governors threw themselves int0 thad only
of the Compact, sole embodiment of Canadian loyalty, ar ,
contempt and suspicion for its opponents.

(7o be continued.)
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PAMPHLETS ADDED TO LIBRARY SINCE JAN. ‘4’thology
Audis, ‘Trockuende Ode ;’ New Syd. Soc., ‘Atlas of PaUnited
¥asc 1-4;" ‘Compressed View of Points in Treating wltprovinces’
States (1814) ;’ Sir H. Douglas, * Value of B. N. American n’ tter?
and Speech on Treaty of Washington ;’ ‘ Red River Rebe}hoo"mdary 0
by Hon. Jos. Howe, and Hon. Wm. Macdougall ;” Yule, 10 couw
New Brunswick ;’ ¢ Report on Division of Lower Canada 1ian Tolaf
ties ;' McLeod, ¢ Problem of Canada ;’-‘Report of Norweg ™ corva”
Expedition, 6 pts;’ ¢ Geodatische Arbeiten and Vandsta? Statistho
tionen, 4 pts;’ ¢ Christianis, 1882 ; ¢Railway Report a0 Barnﬁel‘.ib,
Canada, 1880-81 ;’ ¢ George Joy, Apology to W. de,ale/ s I
Poems—Cooper’s Admonition to People of England ; wegl 01'!‘"]3
rary, pts 13-15); Liebke, ‘Enumeratio Insectorum NOTW.C. . Goc-
Fasc. V. ;’ ¢ Alfric’s Lives of Saints, ed. Skeat,’ (Early E'f‘g “w .:"
5 N ! o : ]
* Lyf of Charles the Grete,’ (Eng. Charlemagne Rom Glycéﬂth; o]
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His, ¢ Anatomie Menschlidies Embroynen I ;’ ‘Royal
PProceedings and Transactions, 8 nos. ;’ * First Landing
umbus,’ (U.S.Coast Survey, App. 18-19); Groshaus,’ Neues

d his

But Head, the PO he WS /




