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B ROWNIJN G.

Professor Alexander, in the course of bis lecture, me-
marked that to turn to Browning frorn. the elegancies of
inucb modemn poetry was t(i escape from the oppressive,
enervating atrnospliere of tbe conservatory to the cool,
invigorating breezes of tlîe rnoorland.

As far as the writer knows, the companison is apt b e
had been in the conservatory and felt the depressing hot-
hoeuse atmospbere, but bias usually taken bis ont-door
exercîse on Shakespeare mounit or tbe heather hilîs of
Burns. Tbere are some lovely wild flowers on these
beights ; the breezes are pure and invigorating, tbe light
of becaven pours downi and gladdens tlîem without the
intervention of smoky panes. These are delightful spots,
and we love the modest cnimson-tipped flower, and the
bank whereon tbe wild tbyme grows; but the wild flower
blooms in rnany places, and we are glad to bave the Pro-
fessor declare that bie has found some lovely plants on
Browning mioor.

Lt is bard work sometimes to find them tbougb, tbe
moor is rough and the paths uncertain. Only a pract ised
eye can deteet them unerringly, but when the dehighted
traveller sees tbe lovely petals hidden in tbe grass, they are
beautiful and sweet enougli to repay lus trouble, and be
will not think tbem tbe less beautiful or less sweet if the
coarse sedges have scarred bis fingers in reaching for them.

It is a pity the grass grows so rank tbouigb, especially
as the moor is somewhat sbaded from the full ligbt of day.
The obscurity is troublesome to the urîaccustomed eye,
and so many people now bave imperfect sigbt. It is a
pity the light is nt better, but if it is aIl tbat the Professor
says, it is wortbi visiting, and we tbink we shahl make our
next excursion thither. We bave been flower-gatlîering
lately in a different sort of place:- a lovely lawn of smootb-
est velvet, the bedges are trimmed with the greatest exact-
ness, the walks are gravelled and wind pleasantly in and
out among the trees, witbout running in any particular
direction wbatever. That is in general, but occasionally,
wben one does not expeet it, he cornes out on somre eleva-
tion wbere the path ends ahruptly, but from wbicb there
us a glorious prospect. He sees
Ilthe visions of the world, and ail the wonders that would be and learns
That thro' the ages une increasing purpose runs
And the thoughts of rnen are widen'd with the process of the suns."
But the patb ends here and he retraces luis steps and
again be is among tbe flowems and trees. It is a beautiful
garden, but it is ratiier weamying; and we prefer tbe woods
and valîcys still. So the prospect of a day on the moor is
pleasant. We shahl chioose somne briglut afternoon, or

perhaps the morning would be better, and if there is good
promi se we shiah go again and1 aga-in until we eau vahlk
without sturnbling throughi its shiadiest spots. Our eyes
will surely grow accustomied to the shadows in tiîne.

The popularity of Professor Alexandcr's lecture shows
that flic Toronto people have the good sense to recolgnize
abilbty wheni they mcet it. The hall was crowded on Sat-
ur lay week. It is delightful to listen to a caiii, dispas-
sionate revelation of the beauties of poetic art by one whO
speaks of that he knows. There is a philosophy of poetry,
andlftie Professor lias mastered it. He does flot need to
indulge in the rarît about Ilsublimity of conception " sa
otteni heard froîn the platforrn wben poetry is under dis-
cussion. If Browning is obscure tliere are reasons for the
obscurity, and the fault rnay be in the reader or inl
Browning or in both. The Professor does nlot think
ohscurity a menit. It may be a necessity of the author's
style but it is an uufortunate necessity. Browning is ottefi
needlessly obscure, but in great measure it arises frorn the
nature of the subject or is the outeorne of great qualities.
He bas so rnuchi to say that he mnust need avoid unnecessary
words. Again, hus neglect to represent abstract trutbs
concretely produces those heavy pieces which have beefl
s0 hurtful to his reputation..

The poet bias a pbilosophy of life; a philosophv purelY
spiritual, and in "lThe Grammarian's Funeral " bie brings
out a character em bodying his ideal of a man fulfilling
his one airn in life.

Recognizing the relativity of truth and the fallibilitY
of buman knowledge, Browning does not iii any particulae
poein reveal his innier self, but iii a careful study of hi'
works as a whole the true character of the man cornes out-
[Jnlike nîost modern poets, lie is best i objective poetrY,
but 1bis objectivity differs frorn that of Shakespeare. J-le
(lescribes the iinward ernotioris dircctly fron tlîeir oWrI
standpoint instead of leaving tbem to be inferred frOn'
actions, as does the great dramatist ; he brings the on
l)efore us on an irnaginary stage as Shakespeare lias
brougbit the body on a real one.

A song is the expression of a mood; and the peculiaitY
of Browning's lyrics is that he expresses sorne one e15e'5
mood, hence to understand the song it is essential thalt
we study aîîd understand the situation.

During the course of bis lecture the Professor read
three of Browning's shorter poemns to illustrate is remfarkse
poînting, in IlThe Grammarian's Funieral," to bis tendenl'Y
to unite the concrete with the abstract. The march of the~
bearers up the height, to tbe lofty spot where the body Of
the worn-out student is laid, emblernatie of the long, noble
toit up the steeps of learning ta tbe goal of life.

UNIVERSITY FEES.

To the Editor of THE VARSITY :

DEAR Sîîî, I wishi to caîl attention to the flagrant t
justice of cbarging students a dollar a month interest 011
aIl fees unpaid after the end of October.

This regulation affects a class of students against WhO1O'
it is impossible ta think it was intended to operat- ref
the wealthier class of students it is immaterial wbethe
tbeir fees are paid in October or in April, for tbe necessary
money is always obtainable ; but the majority, after pay'
ing railway fares, buying books, etc., find it impossible t"
pay their fées during the first term. These latter, WhO ate
the least able, have to bear the penalty of not being bof"
witb the proverbial silver spoon. o neet

No one would object to paying a fair rate .f intest
but whcn seven dollars is charged for seven montbs. ite
est on twenty, it places the University authorities 111h
unpleasant light of usurers. i g

You, 1 think, will agree with me, Mr. Editor, u 0rJ
the Senate ta give tbis matter tbeir speedy attefitiOlli
right what tbey milst see is a crying injustice. $27- -J


