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“ HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD.”
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“There is an eye that never sleeps’
Beneath the wing of night ;

“There is an ear that never shuts
When darkness shrouds the light.

‘There i3 an arm that never tires
When human strength gives away 3
‘There is a love that never fails
When earthly loves decay.

‘What eye is fix’d on seraph throngs,—
That ear is illd with angel’s songe,—

“That arm upholds the worlds on Ligh,—
That love is-thron’d beyond the sky.

But there’s & power which man can wield
When mortal aid is vain,

That eye, thatarim, that love to reach,
That listening ear to gain.

That power is prayer—stupendous boen'!
I'o sinful beings giv’n,

Tt moves the Mind omuipotent,
That rules o’er earth and heav’n.

| RETEBRALTTRE.

THE RECENT REVIVAL OF RELIGION
KILSYTH.
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. In the past history of our church, it ‘is matter of

Hevout thankfulness that there have been occasional
Manifestations of a spirit of awakening, and a revival
Of vital godliness. Such precious seasons ought to
be diligently improved in the parishes where they oc-
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The heart of many a Christian amongst s has||

Oflate been refreshed by the joyful tidings of the
Tevivals' which have begun to appear in different

Parts of thecountry, and it is gratifying to have it iy
our power to give ashoit, butdeeply interesting

Uccount, of one of these recent awakenings, as given

i the Jangnage of the fithful and highly honoured

thren the glorious work, which, under the-rieh
tring of the Spirit, has-been
Syth. ) y
When I entered on the charge of the parish of Kil-
Yth, about cighteen years ago, it appeared to me a
lﬁﬂnutiful valley, like that of Soduw ; resembling it,
‘nﬂdeed, oo closely, for intemperance, lewdness,
tglect of the Lord’s day, and other evils, were ex-
Sedingly prevalent among the people. Many Lots
Udoed ‘there were exhibiting - genuine piety ; but
“:‘BD 1 considered that the advantagesand the pri-
Eges possessed were much greater than those of the
“"eﬂme of Sodem, 1 could not help the reflection, that
m[{;‘eater nuamber of pious families would be required
%Ddavu the vlace than was necessury i the ease of
1%e'ﬁlm. Even those who were pious, devont peple
W ed to be obtuse and blinded to the existing evils.
"is'iten I went among them 1 commenced early to
Shis ;he parish, and to go through every fnml}_v_; ,;md
ey have been cuabled, undet the goodness of Pro-
ont
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s ery successive year. 1also commoenced class-
Y fop %
1

W the young ; and . from these operations [ can
Bl S
Ry From the latter of these {my claxses) very great
re““tage has been drawn; for some of those who
1y l"mv my elders belonged to them in their youth.
829 there were many affecting proofs of depravity

t;;'d Iminorality exhibited in the parish, which culle«i’

'More than ordinary éxertions on our part, We
bat time resolved on setting apart a day of humili-
W " und fasting 5 and reasons for ndopting this step

o C 8ot bofore the people of the patish. T'bis
h; TSe wag attended by an cvident blegsing from on
& eh and I marked afterwards that solemn impres-
“had" then been made on the minds of many
1%h have never left them to this day. In 18392, the
r.‘“l‘y was visited with choleray the neighbouring
“ﬁ;sh of Kirkintilloch, as you knovy, was .deeply
Uy e With that visitation, and  the impression on
ity inds of our people was, that whatever might be

ey

Wastor of Kilsyth, Mr. Burns, Ata late meeting of
e Presbytery of Glasgow, he thus deseribes to his

gomg forward in |

'¢e, having a robust and healthy constitution, to/
hue annually up to the present time, excepting|
¢ Part of the country parish, that could not be over-|

|
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trace great practicnl benefits to have been deriv-|

Weg, 208, ewhetlier it came from the east or the

flthat  the weans of his conversion

physical causes, we would have a visit of the scourge.
In consequence of this, our prayer meetings were
crowded, and many consultations were held about
spiritual matters; but, I must say, much more
about prevention from disease. The panic passed
away, and our prayer-meetings got thinner; but
we nevertheless continued them as before.—
{In March 1836, a meeting was held on the even-
ing of the Mouday after the communion, the ob-
lject of which was to improve the dispensation of the
lordinances, to pray for the divine blessing en the ser-
vices, and for the revival of godliness among us. A
deep impression was made on the auditory, and
prayer-mieetings jucreased in the parish till they
‘amounted to the number of thirty. At that period
'some were converted.  One. individual told me
; were  very
?simple ¢ the morniug prayer on the Sabbath, he said
|was more close and searching than wsual, Oune part
{of it was fer those people who had come to church
!without prayer; and the passage immediately struck
thim, «Theu artthe man.” He was deeply impress-
‘ed, aswere also many others, and they set ubout
calling ontheir neighbours to go to the prayer meet-
inge, Gn these occasions it was usual to call on young
porents, more especially these who did net not pray
in their families.  These attended for some weeks
before they were called on to pray, so that they
might be nstructed how to do so, and have their
minds impressed by the practice. At this period
prayer-meetings were held in many paris of the town
ou the mornings of the Subbath, to pray for a bless-
ing on the services of the day. In 1837 these good
practices wererendered more efficient still by the
labours of a missionary, who wrought among the
people with great zeal, a new church was- erected,
and many additional prayer-meetings instituted, and
gradualiy, from eighty or ninety, the numbers as-
sembling in that church, on the Lord’s day, amounted
to three hundred ; and since the present movement be-
gan there has been a great accesgion to. the numbers,
and now they are making application for the ap-
pointment of a minister. Iu the mwonth ‘of July last
more thun usual solemnity characterised the meet-
ingson the fast day, -and Friday evening, wheun there
was asermon by my son. . The solemnity that was
abservable on tliese occasions led me to adopta
course 1 had not followed before, and in the evening
[ had a meeting, to eonfer with those whe wished to
receive  instructions, and to  givé advice. . On the
Monday the attendance was good, and the serviees
intevesting and solemn ; and iu the evening there was
held a half-annual meeting of' a missionary society.
A sermon from the first verse of the fifty-second of
Isaiah, ¢ Awake, awake; put on thy strength O
Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem,
the Holy City,” was preached by my brother from
Paisley, It was theu intimated, that as my son was
about to leave us on « foreign mission, and perhaps
would never have an opportunity of speaking to the

ipeople of Kilsyth again, he would preach to them
|in the epen air.  'The circnunstance of bis being a
(young man, brought up among them, and the inter-
esting cirenmstances, too, in which he was placed,
as about to leave his native country,—uall these had
the eftect of bringing out a very unussal attendance.
The day was unfavourable for having the services in

the open air, nad they were proceeded with in the
church, which was erowed to-overflowing by the peo-
ple, wany ot whom had never breen seen int any church
“)L‘f'mﬂ, and who had remained away on the excuse
{that they had not the requisite dress. After praise
and prayer, a portion of the second chapter of Acts

ifhe was to leave them in their sins, using the
words, “Ifthere was no cross there would be mo
crown.” When he came to this point the audience
went beyond all bounds with their emotion,- -gome
cried out, and others swooned away. With regard
to three or four of them, as was learned afterwards,
the emotion wasg just the effect of a powerful impres-
sion made upon ‘their feelings ; for the results, as
seen in the future, were the only things, as all might
be aware, on which we could rely. The preacher’s
voice was drowned by the feelings of his auditory,
and he was compelled to pause. A Psalm was then
suug, and my brother delivered an address, warning
thein that mere feeling was not to be relied upon,
without the influence of the Spirit. The meeting
broke up, but met again in the evening; my son
deeming it his duty to remain, and to send another
person to supply his place in Dundee. After this,
meetings were held every might; many people came
to the manse, and we had a good deal to do. Those
who came were chiefly young persons; but still per-
sons of all ages waited upon us for advice. On
Thursday evening a meeting was held in the open
air, end many individuale, not present before, were
brought by the report of what had occured. At
this and future meetings sound impressions were
made on every occasion we met. We heard of many
cases, and I saw personally the power of the Gospel
on many. At a meeting in the open air, held on
Thursday, inthe market-place three thousand or four
thousand people attended, and a deep impression
was made on that occasion, though not so strong as
on the first day, —but the emotion felt was considera-
bly beyond what is usual, After the' meetings, we
adjourned.to converse, chiefly with young people ; and
these were the most remarkable features of the case.
On the Lord’s day,when we met in the churchyard,the
conversation continued from three o’clock till eight;
and we then found it almost impossible to withdraw.
There were in attendance from' three thousand to
four thousand persons ; and about one thousand re-
turned, desiring us to continue our conversation, that
they might hear more and more of the Gospel. Our
strength became exhausted, and we intimated to those
whose feelings would not allow them to wait till ano-
ther day, that there were elders and others who were
ready to attend to their wishes; and I stated that I
would meet them atseven o’clock next inorning. At
seven o’clock on Monday, there were about three bun-
dred presenty-marny of them under deep concern about
their souls..  Mr. Sommerville eame out on Monday
from Glasgow, and preached that eveningin the open
2ir to about four thousand people. At the conclusion
of his sermon there was a desire to go to the church,
which was quite filleds 'I‘he're' was the greatest com-
posure and deep interest exhibited in every thing that
wassaid. In short, from the 23d July, up to the pre-
sent hour, we have found it the path of duty to oc-
cupy the present scene, and to improve what we may
call'a spring time. We acknowledge that there are
difficulties connected with a work of this nature ; and
I have sometimes been reminded of that passage in
the life of our Saviour, where we are told that the
apostles threw their net to the wrong side of the ship
and fourd nothing, but that on the other side of the
ship they found a multitude of fishes, wo great that
the net broke. 'The breaking of the net, Sir, is not
pleasant; but though the labour put before us was
great, we found it our duty to sow the good seed. 1
have been assisted greatly by my brethren comm%
forward, and oceupying the field of labour; and

may say, for their comfort, that every sermon that
has been delivered has affected this and the other in-

was readh  The impression produced by reading that
portion of God’s Word was unusual, and the feelings
of the people were evidently deeply interested; and
this solely by the reading of it, with perhaps a re-|
mark or twe in passing, by way of explanation.  The
sefton  was from the text. ¢ Thy people shalt be

dividual, before careless and ungodly, or whose con-
duct was characterised by apathy and formality, end
led to a concern about their souls. The last thing 1
heard was, that two individuals, who resisted all op-
portunities of hearing the Gospel, and mocked at jt,
and who were accustomed to use such language as

willing in the day of thy power.” There was noth-

ing unusnal in the first half hour, though there was

atendency and a predisposition to the burst of emo- ||
tion which took place at the close. When the pre:h“
chier was depicting the scene in the parigh ofShotts, |
and when ho was dwelling on that topie, and making |
affectionate and earnest addresses to the people, many’
ofthem known to him from his boyhood, and some
of them known to be negleetful of ordinances,—cir- |
cumstances which gave a degree of affection and('
pathos 10 his address,—when he was referring to
this topic, he spoke of the text and the sermon of]|
i M, LiVIvrgsr011e, which converted in one duy five;

this, in relation to the preacher, ‘,‘,Who is‘ to be the

yerformer this evening ”? these individuals
huve been brought under the Gospel. One of them
I some time ugo charged with the reading of intidel
books; he denied it then ; but after his change he
hrought the books and #urned them all before the
wholo people. ©One individual, a chartist, and a vio-
Jent kind of man, from I(l!‘klntl{locll, was also affect-
ed, and he went home to tell his mother the change
that had come over him, Another individual was,
some time ago, accosted by me for holding infidel
principles, and reading their books, when I told him
that I kept & list of all my parishioners who held

actor and |

==whethey it was the result of moral, natural, or thundred souls ; and lre went on affectionately to -u:skzllhesc scutiments, At that time he abjured his opini-



