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Dear Canada !fair Canada
To thee our hopes belong,

To thee our hearts inviolate,
XVe pledge with wine and soug.

Bright jewel in 01(1 Englanii(' crown,
Loveçl homne of lake and wood,

Of ndighty torrents, niouintajus, streanh',
0f ail things fair ani good.

ýStill Young in storied pages, wve,
Are strong ini Trutir and !Riglht,

Our soius are b)rave, our daugliters fair,
(4od keep us in the light.

Our fathers fought an<l bled erewxhile,
Ani we'll defend our own,

But peace be ours ani cali content,
T'ie joys of health sud home.

F-ou-r East to 'West four' thousand udfr'.,
Uniteil firi we stand,

Let self be lost in nianly love
Of this, our native land.

Dear Canada, loved Canada,
Blest be our landl to-day,

The inaple leaf our einblemn stili,
(God and our right for ave. A. R.

Inh1pe-ial Fedleî-tion.-I.
{I reception accortled to tire scireme recently suggested

by Mr. Chambrerlain was nt first enthusiastic ; but theYieW5q subseqîîently expressed irv leading men and journals
C8.bte larger Colonies decla-e tire scheme to be irîrpracti-

thTire Colonies have air aversion to direct taxation : and
tire adoption of Free Trade with Great Britain would mean

"mll1iat loss of more than iaîf their revenue.
Another difficutwhioh must attend any scireme of

Lie s UIothroughu tire Empire is tbe absence of any
'a1efi wirereby tire scireme could be modified from. time to

,ira)e, if it were found to work oppressiveîy in tire case ofany Particular Colony. That sucir cases would arise is (1uite
'ertaîn, and it would bre impossible to convene a Colonial
(Jotferenice on every occasion.

Wt of be that iii attemipting to produce sciremnes,
?\vhetr.8 Custoins Union or- of Imperial Federationj/o the

)nr >tpre «t one.-, we have made tire mistake of running-whon We ought to have Walked.
Te distance to ire cov-ered was too great, and we irroke

OW efore we had covered a quarter of tire rground.
~ OUîI it not ire wiser to tî-y a less ambitions method

ýUPPose now that, so far as a Customns Union is concerned,
We eormmenee witir tire Colonies alone, and suppose tirat ini

4edof attempting a detailel scheme of Imperial Federa-'inWe Provide a substantiai nucleus of it, capable of indefi-
If !1j e expanin he constrnct a solid foundation (highly

Ruertuctrewould donbtless be completed in due time.

%01luni Wile tie extension of trade withmn the Empire, and
"e'Uinbetween the Colonies and tire Mother Country".eiabe objects, tire safety of tire Ermpire is at least as

-A8e5 th practical workable scireme I wonld venture to
rtiges the~ following, and to show my reasons for so regard-

r OUrLINE OF 5CHEME.
cri (1) Introduce Free Trade generally iretween tire Col-

ofçe' leaving tirein at liberty (so far as their respective foraisGOvernrment permit> to adopt sucir tarifls as they wisir49.irrt Great Britain and foreign countries.
(2) 1 flStitute an Imperial flefence fund based upon tire

"" trQ trade of tire Colonies, payable by thern to Greatar1iti.

rep (3) Establisir a permanent Board of Britishr andColonial
aind eetativeIs for tire purpose of enquiring into, discussingeorPorting upon sciremes for the advancement of trade,

0111erce, andl national defence.
-PeirtlY, then, as to Customns Union:

There is probably no subject upon wvhich suecb a diver-
sity of opinion is held by countries, and iry individuals with-
in tihe saine country as the suirject of tariffs. And thre rea-
son for tis diversity is plain enougir for each country lias
special needs of its own, arising from. its environient, as
regards cîinate, population, etc., which do not exist, at least
to thre saine extent, or in the saine way, in any other country.
Similarly in the case of individuals men usually forin tireir
Opinions on thre question according to tire inanner in wvicu
it affects tireir own private interests. The probleni involves
niot nîerely thre relative advantages of Free Trade and Pro-
tection, but of everv variety existing between thre lirnits of
absolute Free Trade and extreme Protection.

It is 100o mucir to expect that any scireme of Customs,
Union can be formulated which will (irrespective of thre
question of National Defence) certainly benefit every por-
tion of the Empire.

So far, then, as mere Customns -Union is concerned, we,
ou-lit to, be well satisfied if we can make a distinct step for-
ward towards thre removal of those tariff barriers which bain-
per thre intercourse of eachi portion of the Empire with thre
rest.

Let us glance at the position of the Empire in tis
regard.

Fifty years ago Great Britain adopted Free Trade, and
experience seerns to have demnonstrated the wisdomn of lier
choice. Moreover Great Britain has, by Treaties witi Ger-
many and Beigium, disabled hierself -so far as those
countries are concerned, f rom entering into any preferential
Customs Union even with lier own Colonies.

But wirile Great Britain thns approves and maintains
tire principles of Free Trade for hier own purposes and within
hier own limits, she admits, without objection, the right of
ber Colonies to frame protective tariffs, and otherwise to
manage their own affairs as they timnk be.st.

If several Colonies tind it to their interest to unite ini a
single Confederation, such as was eflèected by tihe confedera-
tion of the Provinces of Canada, and thereby airolish tariff
duties inter se, the Mother Country not only consents to
suci an arrangement, but warmly approves and ratifies it.
Lt may, therefore, be inferred that free int r-colonial trade
is entirely unobjectionairle to the Mother Country. But if
tis be true of one group of Colonies, occupying a verx- large
surface of thre Empire and having large trade relations with
Great Britain and wvith foreigu countries as Canada bias, a
mode of union seems at least possible whereiry the Free
Trade principles of Great Britain could flot only be main-
tained but vastly extended, and yet whereby each Colony or
group of Colonies, should remain at librer-ty to raise their
revenues bv intdirect taxation, collected under tariffs, as
ireretofore.'

The great practical difflculty of obtainitig the assent of
tihe numerons Legisiatures of the Empire to any proposition
confronts us at tire outset.ý

Sir Rawson W. Rawson, in thre introduction to bis
Synopsis of the Tariffs and Trade of tihe Britishr Empire,"

says : " The tariffs of tire United Kingdom and of the several
British possessions, framed upon such different principles, and
aiming at such a variety of economical and financial resuits,
present a very chaos to tire enquirer, and appear to lie be-
yond the possiirility of juxtaposition and com-iparison." Sottie
of the reasons for this we have already seen, and we have irad
more than one assurance of the Britishr Governninent within
the last year that so far as Great Britain is concerned ri0
alteration can be made in ber presenit Free Trade principles.

Let us now enquire in wbat position the parties would
be under the proposed Customs Union. At flrst let us con-
sider thre position of the Colonies.

Ten years ago the intercolonial trade of thre Empire
aniounted (according to Rawson, Table VIII) to about
£95,00,000 per annuin. Lt bas, no douirt, largely increased
since then, and is subject to Custoins duties varying froin five
to fifty per cent.

Tire removal of custoins duties fromn sucli a vast aggm-e-
gate could not fail to cause great activity in trade and prob-
ably a ri e in the values of Colonial stocks and securities.

But it will of course be objected iry Colonial statesmen,
how are we to raise thre revenue which is at prescrnt collected
fromn this trade ?

The objection is plausible, but admits of being satis-
factoriiy answered.

One must always bear in mind that the revenue coliect-
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