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Mav 15th, 1896,

Our Country.

Dezir Canada ! fair Canada !
] To thee our hopes belong,
To thee our hearts inviolate,
We pledge with wine and song.

Bright jewel in old England’s crown,
LOyed home of lake and wood,

Of mighty torrents, mountains, streams,
Of all things fair and good,

Stil) Yyoung in storied pages, we,
Are strong in Truth and Right,

Our sous are brave, our daughters fair,
(xod keep us in the light.

0u‘r fathers fought and bled erewhile,
And we’ll defend our own,

But‘, peace be ours and calm content,
The Joys of health and home,

From Kast to West four thousand miles,
United firm we stand,

Let self be lost in manly love
Of this, our native land.

Dear Canada, loved Canada,
. Blest be our land to-day,
The maple leaf our emblem still,
God and our right for aye. A. R

*
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stoms Union, National Deftence, and

Imperial Federation.—1I.

r
EHE reception accorded to the scheme recently suggested
Views sber. Chamberlain was at first enthusiastic ; but the
: Ubsequently expressed by leading men and journals

In ¢ N
cﬂblse larger Colonies declare the scheme to be impracti-

the aT};etgolonies‘ have an a.vgrsion to direct taxation ; and
immgdl'on of Free Trade with Great Britain would mean
Anotl}?te lqss of more t_ha.n half their revenue.
Customy Uel_' difficulty whioh must astend any scheme of
Neang w; nion throughout the Empire is the absence of any
time, 15 it;el‘eby the scheme could be qulﬁed from time to
any pagts \\lrere found to work oppressively in the case of
ortain Cl:lal_‘ Colony. That such cases would arise is quite
Jonfey. and 1t would be impossible to convene a Colonial
l:ence on every occasion.
“'h%he.-mt;y be that in  attempting to produce schemes,
wholg g, 7:) V'Customs Union or of Imperial Federation for the
on w Pire at once, we have made the mistake of running
& ought to have walked.
down, e distance to be covered was too great, and we broke
clore we had covered a quarter of the ground.

] Pp0s:uld 1t not be wiser to try a less ambitious method ?
commnow thgt, so far as a Customs Union is concerned,
Steag of énce with the Colonies alone, and suppose that in
Attempting a detailed scheme of Imperial Federa-
lite expg:;:;gg_e a substantial nucleus of it, capable of indefi-
neﬁci:;e could thereby construct a solid foundation (highly
S“DGrst,ru’ ta.s I hope to show, to Great Britain also) the

Bt ¢ llll_l'e would dou'btlesg be completed in due time.
% clogep uW_ ile the extension of trade within the Empire, and
GSira?)ion Efetween the Colonies and the Mother Country
degir&ble_ € objects, the safety of the Empire is at least as
.““gge?:t}? bractical workable scheme I would venture to
ing then, e following, and to show my reasons for so regard-

OUTLINE OF SCHEME.

onj &) Il’_ltroduce Free Trade generally between the Col-

of G ’v::"’mg them at liberty (so far as their respective forms

aingt (:‘?menb permit) to adopt such tariffs as they wish
(_) I"e&t‘: Britain and f(?relgn countries.

Wgyjg; ) “DStitute an Imperial Defence fund based upon the

Britaig]_e trade of the Colonies, payable by them to Great

. Tepy, (3) Establish a permanent Board of British and Colonial

ese : . . p s .
d re ntafjlves for the purpose of enquiring into, discussing
commel:.o"'tmg upon schemes for the advancement of trade,
+ 8 and national defence.

Irstly, then, as to Customs Union :

THE WEEK. 587

There is probably no subject upon which such a diver-
sity of opinion is held by countries, and by individuals with-
in the same country as the subject of tariffs. And the rea-
son for this diversity is plain enough for each country has
special needs of its own, arising from its environment, as
regards climate, population, etc., which do not exist, at least
to the same extent, or in the same way, in any other country.
Similarly in the case of individuals men usually form their
opinions on the question according to the manner in which
it atfects their own private interests. The problem involves
not merely the relative advantages of Free Trade and Pro-
tection, but of every variety existing between the limits of
absolute Free Trade and extreme Protection,

Tt is too much to expect that any scheme of Customs
Union ean be formulated which will (irrespective of the
question of National Defence) certainly benefit every por-
tion of the Empire.

So far, then, as mere Customs .Union is concerned, we
ought to be well satisfied if we can make a distinct step for-
ward towards the removal of those tariff barriers which ham-
per the intercourse of each portion of the Empire with the
rest.

Tet us glance at the position of the Empire in this
regard.

Fifty years ago Great Britain adopted Free Trade, and
experience seems to have demonstrated the wisdom of her
choice. Moreover Great Britain has, by Treaties with Ger-
many and Belgium, disabled herself so far as those
countries are concerned, from entering into any preferential
Customs Union even with her own Colonies.

But while Great Britain thus approves and maintains
the principles of Free Trade for her own purposes and within
her own limits, she admits, without objection, the right of
her Colonies to frame protective tariffs, and otherwise to
manage their own affairs as they think best.

If several Colonies find it to their interest to unite in a
single Confederation, such as was effected by the confedera-
tion of the Provinces of Canada, and thereby abolish tariff
duties tnter se, the Mother Country not only consents to
such an arrangement, but warmly approves and ratifies it.
It may, therefore, be inferred that free int r-colonial trade
is entirely unobjectionable to the Mother Country. But if
this be true of one group of Colonies, occupying a very large
surface of the Empire and having large trade relations with
Great Britain and with foreign countries as Canada has, a
mode of union seems at least possible whereby the Kree
Trade principles of Great Britain could not only be main-
tained but vastly extended, and yet whereby each Colony or
group of Colonies, should remain at liberty to raise their
revenues by indirect taxation, collected under tariffs, as
heretofore.

The great practical difficulty of obtaining the assent of
the numerous Legislatures of the Empire to any proposition
confronts us at the outset.

Sir Rawson W. Rawson, in the introduction to his
¢ 3ynopsis of the Tariffs and Trade of the British Empire,”
says : “ The tariffs of the United Kingdom and of the several
British possessions, framed upon such different principles,and
alming at such a variety of economical and financial results,
present a very chaos to the enquirer, and appear to be be-
yond the possibility of juxtaposition and comparison.” Some
of the reasons for this we have already seen, and we have had
more than one assurance of the British Government within
the last year that so far as Great Britain is concerned no
alteration can be made in her present Free Trade principles.

Let us now enquire in what position the parties would
be under the proposed Customs Union. At first let us con-
sider the position of the Colonies.

Ten years ago the intercolonial trade of the Empire
amounted (according to Rawson, Table VIITI) to about
£95,000,000 per annum. Tt has, no doubt, largely increased
since then, and is subject to Customs duties varying from five
to fifty per cent,

The removal of customs duties from such a vast aggre-
gate could not fail to cause great activity in trade and prob-
ably a ri e in the values of Colonial stocks and securities.

But it will of course be objected by Colonial statesmen,
how are we to raise the revenue which is at present collected
from this trade !

The objection is plausible, but admits of being satis-
factorily answered.

One must always bear in mind that the revenue collect-




