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Current Topics.
Prince Henry Maurice of Battenberg, the
husband of Her Majesty’s youngest

Vieti, . (.iaughter,.t.he Princess Be.a.trice, is the only
hat 1}‘)0.f the Bl‘ltls.h expedition t'o Cooma,.'me. The unfox“tw
and rince was stricken down with malarial fever at Nyissa

led on his return from Cape Coast Castle to Sierra
(;Z(]):;e- Major-General Sir Francis Scott, the head of the
ppo; Coast 'police, who .comlf\anded the expedition,' had
reme“l:ed Prince Henry his Military Secretary. Tt will be

&milm bered that the Queen and other members of the Royal

“Xpe({' Were much opposed to the Prince taking part in the
ltion. Tt was only on accepting certain conditions

4 he obtained permission to go. The remembrance of

a? Unhappy fate of the Prince Imperial in the Zulu oam-

I‘eig n(f doubt made the Queen and the Princess Beatrice

his departure. Her Majesty and the Princess have

th
eihe&l‘tfe]t sympathy of the whole Empire in their great
Ction.

The Death of
Prince Henry.

It is a mistake for Conservatives to try
to force the Liberal party into taking up a
Ao position that may appear to be either pro-
?rlcan or anti-English. The attempt to turn the present
*8lned relations between the Empire and the neighbouring
c’oipu})lic into some party advantage cannot be too strongly
ing temned. There is something very small and low in try-
0 make political capital out of the loyalty cry. It
i;l:t’ be & weak cause which rests for support, on a founda-
auy Such as that. We do not know that Conservabive.;s are
thatn-]ore loyal Fhan I.Jib(?rals. They talk more about.lt, but
- t;f of very little significance. For Fhe Conserva'tl\'es to
‘nﬂtit, at.‘/ Liberals are not loyal to British connection and
Utlons is to say that half Canada is disloyal, and that

Juld he ludicruously untrue. We have every confidence in
Whi, aurier’s loyalty, and in that of the great party of
i’lVol he.is the honoured leader. Were this country to be
We &Ved in war with the Uni.ted States, which God forbid,
thayt '8 assured that Mr. Laurier would be the first to declare
Ty all party differences sl}ould cease and that the Govern-
fou()w‘:ould receive the active support of himseif and all his

TS,

A Grave
Mistaice.

of trade. Both Liberals and Conservatives are at one on this
question. It remains oniy for England to say the word, and

preferential trade would be an accomplished fact so far as

Canada is concerned. But it has been generally supposed -
here that Great Britain is to much wedded to the principle
of free trade ever to be induced to consent even to the very
mild form of protection which preferential trade would in-
volve. However, Sir Charles read copious extracts from re-

cent speeches of Lord Salisbury and Mr. Goschen to show
that there was some indication that Great Britain was be-
ginning to realize that she had deliberately stripped herself
Pro-
tectionist notions, as The Globe points out, have several times
been imputed to the Premier of Great Britain, but he has

of her armourby adopting a free trade policy.

always taken pains to repudiate them. But it is important
and encouraging to note that Lord Salisbury has stated in a
letter which Sir Charles read at the meecving that preferential
duties in favour of the Colonies could not properly be des-
cribed under the term protection. The imposition there-
fore of a duty of, say, ten per cent. in favourof the
Colonjes would not mean the abandonment of the British
principle of free trade. This opinion is by no means gener-
ally accepted, but it appears to be making appreciable head-
way. There is another obstacle : the unlucky and antigated
Belgian and German treaties which appear to prevent Eng-
lJand from making any preferential arrangement with her
Colonies. But there is every reason to hope that the elimin-
ation of the Colonial clause from these treaties is not imnpossi-
ble. A little firmness and tact on the part of England would
have much eftect. With respect to the great Congress of the
Chambers of Commerce of the Empire to be held in London
next June, all Canadians heartily agree with Sir Charles
Tupper in the hope that Canada will have as large and as
able a representation as possible from all the Boards of Trade
throughout this wide Dominion. The first question that will
receive attention at the Congress will be the commercial re-
lations of the Mother Country and her Colonies.,

Some well-meaning people have been shak-
ing their heads over Tue Wgrk of late.
They say that this paper is pervaded by a

National
8pirit.

spirit of jinguism. This arises from the inability of certain
people to distinguish between jingoism and a proper and be-
coming national spirit. We are as much opposed to the
travesty of national spirit and national self-respect known ay
jingoism as are any of our critics. The fact is that if anyone
gives expression to sentiments in favour of putting an end to

the country’s present helpless condition in the way of means
for resisting a possible invasion ; if the better equipment and
enlargement of the militia forces are advocated with earnest-
ness ; if it is remarked that the Americans are not all ani-

‘mated by the friendliest of feelings for Canada and the Em-
pire,and that it is best to recognize the fact,—if one ventures




