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considered by whaf means if could be car-
ried out ; had ever reflected thatÉ, as against
eauh trade, the intereat of the consumer-
that is, everybody outside the trade-is low
wages ; had ever serioualy reflcfed whefher
lie weuld, or would not like, an employer
without a rival, who could make his ewn
laws, who was impersonal and therofore
pitiless, who would contraI ail military
force, and who would ho compelled to put a
sumrnary check on idleness hy giving the
idle the ]ash 1"

The Spectator probably puts the case too
strengly in two respects. In the first place,
ive are inclined to think that it underesti-
mate3 the amount of thought that is heing
given te such questions by the leaders of the
workingmen. The idea of the State owner-
ship of att naturat sources of wealth, such
as tlîe land, mines, foreats, etc., hasu
unquestionab]y taken a very deep hotd
upon rnany of the most intelligent and
thoughtful of the repres&ntafives of
tabor, Pnd bas received and ia reeeiving
an arnount of discussion, both in private
conversation and in the meetings of their
organizations, which wouid perhaps be a
surprise to thte Spectator, were it made a
miatter of observation for a titre. In the
second place, the labor represuiîtafive would
probably mainfain thaf the Spectator has
forgotten the fact that, under the new order
of things proposed, the State, the universal

employer that is to be, is but another naine
for the people themselve-that, in other
words, the people woutd becomut their own

o employeri3 as wetl as their own capitaIiýts.
Thbis is, however, by the way. Our preseuit
olject ils not; te argue the matter for or

t agalutat ttîe ticeories of either the Socialista
or the Radicals in the ranka of labor, buot

t inîply to caîl attention f0 some of the signa
of thie times which are wortiîy of more con-
8ideration than fhey have hitiiecto received

f from the leaders of opinion.
2That we are on lthe eve of great political

anti social changea must lie apparent te
overy student of current affaira. Nothing
c ana ho much mor(t certain than that in the
future, antd that no distant f uture, the id( as
of the working classes are te have much
more influence upon public opinion and
State legislation thimo hitherto. If is per-
hsps but fair fo set over againat the appar-
eî nt Il levify 'Y of which the Spectator com-
plains,the fact that those who advocate these
revotutionary changes are weit aware tEatthey cannot ho brought about ail of a sud-
don. They know well fluat, liko aIl other

*i great changes, these sc called radical re-
forma, if wreught at al], can ho wrought enly

b ly slow and graduaI processea, and after
p1rouirscted and exhaustive agitation. But,

iîey would jîrobabiy say, and net without
,reat force, that the only way in which greut

rfrahave ever been or ever cati ho wrought
iîthout violent revolution, ils by the hold

and decided advocacy of those who have
fai;l in them. Tlhe man who feara te comn-
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mit himself une qUivocally and erithusiastic-
ally to any grfat radical, social, or politicuil
chanîge will nover accomplish anytbing of
importance in the direction of that chanige.

Its strongeat advocateis nced have no fiar

that the forces of conservatism xviii be too

soon overcome, or that the change witl be
broughit irito practical operation toi) sudden-
ly. In a word, the oiiîly way to prop%1gatt'
great idet3 and to effeet great refornis la f(r
those who believe in thew to throw thero

selves ivithout hesitâtion or reserve inte tLe
struggle. They rnay be well asýsured that
there will be brakes enough on the wheel to
prevent ita gaining dangerous speed, espfci-
aily seeing that iti course inukt be an up-il1

one in any case.
It 18 werse than fotly for the If Iiers of

thought in society and the State to igncre
such facts and phenomena as those wviccl
called forth the Speclatoi,'8 article. The

seeds of these revolutionary ideas are in
the air and are coîstantly drcpping itito

soil, inuch of whieh is fruitfîît ground
for thoni. If thcy arc dangerous 1daif
they threatcn destructionî to the whlsrl poli-
tical uind economnicai fabrie, the groater the
reason why they should be boldiy chaileiîgtd
Md confuted. Such eveati i tlîe gremit
rtining ,trikes in England will do îsîch to
stimulate thought and discussion. The
question of State ownerahip of the natural
store-houses upon the contents of which the
induttriat and social weil-being of the whlmoe
nation dependa, is now being considered as
nover before. If cannot tùe denied that
there is nîuch in the theory of national
ownership and controt which is attractive
to thoughtful nuinds. The main diffleultits
arc, nmoral one8. Must if 1)0 confessed that
the nations as a whole are still so nîuch
under the influence of selfisahnes.q, groed and
dishonesfy that such theories must be scout-
t d as visionary and absurd ?

- e- -.

HA S THE PAR LIAMENT 0F CANADA
CONSTITUENT POWERS ?-HI.

tfii a fîrier tiaher i arrived it titisitil

siomi, titat tce lanuoage of tise Colonial Ltîws,
Yalidity Aut, 1805, i s sufficiciîtly widc tît cois
fer conîstituent pi wers mîpoît titi repi-sencîtatîx e
legýislattriie îîless tise 1. N. 't Act of twtt
yenrs tater dite cuîntainî pilovtisionis iitoisîaîs
eult witlî tue aipplicationr to Canada tif tiîc
carliei geîîerai proisioni. To he lic attir
clearly Lefître thec reatter I again ijoot e thli

lniaot f tiîc carbier .ct
Every reprm sentittive legisiîtiîre iiail iii

respct to the Colony uîîîer ifs jurisdici.ioîî
hatvie ,iîitl be deenod ut tilt tiimts tii havie lad
ftull juteeo fto îîîîke iaws respcctiiig titi cîosti-
tîutioni, poes and 1 iroccdtîre tof sueli legisIa-
fturc.

Thîis provisionî aptîlica of course f0 ctoloniial
tegcislaf ores f0t bu tîtercaffer osfabtished as wetl
as to tlîosc atready in operation. Tiiere iniîut
lie a begiuîsiig f0 everytling and the inîitial
orgaizaiioîs of the legfislattire witlîix iîicb a
ctloîîy is to comhmece operafiolîs musit noces-
sstrily blie scî'ibtil iy an limperial Aet. Thec
bief flint extîreis pîrovisioni is tlos miadte foi

this initial tîrganization, even t , deta
1  agoa
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s ond eomîilolns 5C'f wlîici lllto8t e ei~

it to our acceptance. if the f1Siî.ura l
B. N. \. Act liio i otcîdedl tlat tule kgl« l
bodies tii lie cstabiisied ini canada 8Bld h,

the pîtwer covcrcdl by the v erY 9l i ieworb 5

tîte catrlier Act, Ire shoîild cxîetC to 4e
ing, sait about this potwer in~ tle fi Y

('liorn thlie estaidîl ie (if thots bodties t

reîtie-cntativc legislai res sxooj ld o ' 1i ),

by virtue of tho güecal provs iion 'If il 

niti Lawis Valffdity Att, elothcd W 1ith'.11

piîtr tii iiiake laws re etitbher I

h ion pttwers tait 1 I0 ii. tt if ." Pu

titrary wc fiid tîtit tue 4. N. A. AcIe i0

lailtrit (ti tue poîint, tliat oui prI
latures ice exitreslv ooc (sc.

1to itiSls lav ir esp ecting the atlOlîtel 1 
ou

tiiui tî time of the provincial c0lIý lî0t,

(t xccpt, as regIards theollc of tle"î

(iovernor ' ' anîd tiit t no piiibi1 rî 0 iýi0

lie fi uid coi ifeîriiils h1 poweri1
its contii ttotn i pon th( tue tei il ' lit

Nue O i tat t octidt tati the t )îî j sili di Il

tcnti tnal. Thisl argumetnc it ht t areI;, fo

lt tit a conipa risi ti of thle pii181, illd eVtîi

the federal aiid proinc itiai l ttîî sp 1 1
Itiiie

n uiy, 1I cave ft r the preseuit atnd C'i 'a1
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t o t le 1>a iicnt oîf Canada- V if X 
0 , d
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the ppliatin ofthe bov tlIst
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exercise ttf tue, f'-iiietiîtis iiiclt 1 s ril

CIt t ecte ", and tlis 5trfîr . Ili~gO

ohnvr a leg'isîtîtive tm(l îtdys etabll$lle Poo
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