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iiîouse-iike timidfity, de Freycinet lias been
detected at last, and flot a voice is
raised to detend the oli Intriguer. le Is
flot the type o?' statesînan France lias
need of! she wants straiglîtiorward of-
ficials

Soitie financi jouruals admit there is
a gleam of hope, that a new company
will lie forme(l to achieve tlie Panama
canal project. BuL the public have no suflî
eorrespondlng faith, nor is the State at
ail likeIy ta support a plan for execut-
Ing the sclienie. The prospect o! securing
dividends miu8t lie very bright and clear,
to Indluce, 1,500> million frs. o! capital to lie
suliscriied for any loan. Timen France, fol-
lowing M. Beaulieu, who is the double
o! Lon Sy on national finance, asserts.
France, herseli mîust b)orrowv one million of
francs every 3 or 4 years, to square lier
revenue. There is a balance of 45 Million
frs. Ia ths hands cm! tie liquidator of the
Moribunîl Canal Co. ;lie lias induced the
CoLymbi-in Go-;-ernment no, to foreýlose on
the concession before anotlier V, nonths;

t lie wlll pay that goveruMeýnt the sum o!
half a million francs everx- six iaiontlis
ta keep quiet and aliow an effort to lie
made to resuscitate the enterprise. More
millions were ivorse spent.

I t is strange tlîat s4o tliri!ty a people
as the Frenchi, nai-er took kindly to the
principle of co-operation, or of l'eople's
Banks. At present keen attention is lie-
ing given to botlî subjects ;Indeed one
Is th, co--ollary o' th-2' oth'r. Tolouse
lins been holding a ('ongress on the plan
o! Peopie's Banks, so general la Ger-
rnany, Italy, Belgiinîn and SwItzerland,
and the (loverument lias been 01fficlally
represented thereat. Indeed a soclety pin-
tonically exlsts la Paris, tnder that uibi-
qultous ebiairman o7 ai work, Senator
Jules Simon. to proamote tiese mseful es
tablishimuents. There arc two types of
Pffopleý Banks, Ibat àlentified wlth
Sclîulze--Delltisclî, and the other with
]RIailfeissen Senior. The latter Is gener.
ally asso2lated wltli agricultural syndi-
cates, it lends to farmers reslding la dis-
tricts where tlî'li probity, inanners and
ilf- mire w-eh known; it pays no interest,
proilts are divided between iembers, and
ail are so'llaire for thý, moneys lent, In
the Scimultze Banks, advances are made
ta ail wvorkers and their operations are
chhfly con*lnel to towns: th'ý share.3are
taken by servants, artizans, clerks, small
sliop keepers, etc., who arc paid a dlvi-
fiend, but ail are responsible for one, and
one for al. The Frenchi Savings Banks
COUlIl reaiIY lie clianged4 intO L>Oeope'
Banks.

It is; cutrions that wlienever tue evacul-
lation of Egypt f lickers up the French
bondiiolders at once test î!y to the solid
amelioration in Egyzptian fInaný!es effected
liy tie Britishi admninistraton; and that

% would W'c at on,'e compromnisee, were the
protectorate witlîdrawn. The French
want .lin Bull to simpiy go away so as
to 10 ave the entry for themselves free, and
tbis explains wlîy France viii miever ac-
cept as a rider te lier o&fer to quit the
Nule Valley, to have the sole rîglit taore-
titra sliould eveats In ber eyes justiy a
reoccapation. Until England guarailtees
the Egyptian national delit, anil abolishes
the, Capitulations, does somethIlng herolI n

fact, @lie wlll lie coutinually tlivarted.i. Oriental races, oave, the Chinese and Japs,
rannot lIn this age of advance and Inter-

îîîixing, lie expe!ted to gox ern tîjeinselv-es,
unless belpeKd by Western intellect.

-Catharine the Great, oif Russia," by
BiîI-assof, is mucli rend. Lt i the best
portrait of that %vonderful wonian, "the
lîtti'ý Fike o' Stedin," that h is as yet ap-
pecared. 1-er brev-iary w-as Moliere's
pînys. Whien Gyrliinm lndulged la eloquence
lu bis leýtters to lier -- lie xvas lier 'w
speeiail correspondent," at Pairis slwe beg-
ged lie would flot %vrite bulderdasi, and
"never to eiîiploy stilts where our legs are
su f icint.» Whlen only fVfteeil Catherine
ivas a *giî-îîîiane, and thm>u gi the daugite'r
oi pennilesFs royal parents, lier ears were
often demoratieally boxed. 'Tle Empress
lizabiethiînvitel h 'r t0 Mio;eow to b"come

the w-ie, of lie Cuameteu-tclu Peter. The
latter wiîs a firunkuird as early as3 eleven
years olfI, but "Fike" kneýw, bliat in a roy-
al co,-býi.le o' miritg--,- th, iiusliand
counts for 13ast of ail. 'ill sue arrived
at the Russian front 1er, site badl t0 rougli
lb on lier voyage, muid to sleep a, sic coulfi
ln wayside muis. aloug w-li the hostess,
tie liens andl tAe (log. Site found the
Grand Duk-e to lie a brute, but bis crown
w-as valuabie. Tue Eiipress Elizabeth liad
15,000 sllk dresses, anfi 5,000 pairs of
slioes-whîcli leaves 'Gooîl Qocen Bes3"
tus nowhere la wardrobi. niatters; but
neiliher the wi-ioows nor the doors kept
out the wlncl and rala. Altîjougli neals
were servefi on golden plates, etc., the
(humer table w-as rickety and seat8 few.
Durîug lier bamptliai for recept ion loto the
Greek Churcli, lier fiance kept making grim-
aces all during tie ceremony. M'len mar.
ried Lie C;rand( Du., consulted is valet
as to the way a %vhe ouglit to lie rulcîl:
"Make tîteit, liolfi tlîir toagues, ami
neyer to maeddle uvitit business. ,'tirn

salîl slue put tmp %vith ali necause, supported]
1)3 lier ambition, la <lue tIie lier lias-
ban I b ,O 1 ipýefI into drink, passed bis life-
timte playing xvith fls and paper sol-
dblýrs. On one o-c isioît h' h id a rat tried
by court martial for deî-oumring one o!
huis paper sentrias, ant ihe presi(le( a t tie
execution o. tiîat cîîlprit. Z.

PARTY POLITICS UNDER THE
BRITISH CONSTITUTION.

The Empire of the 1.7th. contained an
article headed "Mr. Mereditb's Wlsdlom,"
lu -ihi bbe question how far party allegi-
ance should control patriotic conviction
Is ralsed, as well o! course, as the2 stuior-
fiate quesbion,-to what extent inay a
inember of a party Permit bimuseif to ex-
press bis convictions on thos'ý subjects
wherein lie differs from bis party? Mr,
Mereditli's speech w'as, on tie whole, ad-
mirable lu tone andi tijougit. But it is
tue doctrine whici bte article seeks to
enforce that il wonld lie desirable ta dis-
cuss. The main idea is tiîls, tîtat if a
snember o! a party differs front lb on anc
or more great issues, lie lias no cîtoice
but to conceal his convictions, or go avec
to the other side, for hi Js laid down as
an axiom that under the Britishi constitu-
tion there can lie but two great parties
in bieist-ate, and that witli one or
other o! ýthese you must always act
or yon ca-nnot acconiplis.h great resaits.
This Is laid do'wn as liistorically trae. The
wciter us under a complete miisapprehleMn-
8ion. The teaching ls unsounf rom every
point o! view. The writer says:-

"Ia polluies under aur pacliamentary
systemn tiare Is no middle course. A man
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may exerCise perfect independeflce ! vis-
within certain lies but 0ou thle grea i
sues of public pollcy hie miist aCt Kitb

one party, or with the other.
'Under the British systefio!go

Ment-the very best in ultimate resuits the

Nvorld lias ever sentenivea xIpel-

enc i thtfor practical purp-1 n

to accomplîsh great results, a 'Da"ln' te

i)elong to one of two Zreat parties in

What are the lUnes; withlfl Ivlch

dependence of view May lie exercised? As

we are flot toîd we can only itir fO'

the history of parties. IndePt ee O

clstd by a sufficient number of lue0ub',

o! a party-ThiPn on a quîestion like tbat
of prohibition, the exercise of in(lePendell

VIew15 is considered (liite right, bclg

prohibition views are strong 111 both the

parties. Yet surely it is a great Issue.

But neither party las ailopte{l it, orOP

Position to It, ams a plank in its Plafo
The "great issules of pubhlic poiîCy" la Ce

Wrîter's mmnd, ust therefore lie thOe 011
whielh the two parie bav .oied issue-

In regard to any one s4uch issue If a1eo
ber of a party cannot Couse ient 101181y et

101, tlîat lie has no choice hýetWee1 act

ing contrary to bis convictions or g010
o'ier to the otiier side? 1 htave nlot,,,Oe
Of ail Issues but of one issue becaluee t
the next paragrapli thL wrl6rsa'5

ing of sacli dissensions: ý'Tbey r siro,

ply weliken or perhaps dILfeat the Pat

witlî ii-, lu nine cases outOfto
tliey are stili in sympathy."

quently Cases occur in whieb a proPOqjo1

"%vliclt R supporter of th, G 0 ve',ralei
-OuIl endorse in the abstract . nbied

in1 a motion of want of confidence.
sucli cases, I $ee no difiiculty. yo Cl

express your views and vote On tleiý,qa

Of confidlence Issue ýand support You
frîends in Power. Six years ago Mr-.Wt

sou, then member for Mar.quette, liC
agalnst dîlsallowance but la a feri
had lus motion been carried would "ar
(leStroyed the Goverunient. The "1

tb and Western members -voted ag&aî 9

the motion, w,,Itij the exceptionOfo
mnember, who abstained from Votin5l I

is ear to me they were riglît. But theY

were stili iound to press their viewo 00

tie Goveriiment as they did. l'et u1S h
the issue that is in the miind Of
writer in the Empire-protection Or a

enue triff.belieyeenuetari!. 1 should Ilke tO 11 eof
there w-as no impatience or difference,,
opinion on the details of the tarlff .

th'mpire, during the session, exPres,
and miust get creilit for tue v;e'w tla t a

Conservative wlio bolds to protection nia

differ witlî the Government as tO the bugt
Way of cau-rying out thiat polCY. ~c
let us Huppose he tinks in the nèei
O! Protection that p ig irofi SIOI
lie placed on 1the f ree list,mi

that tbe manufacture o! that conrIOdity
if Pi-otected sliould lie protected liy liOaîîs'
and the Goverument of whieli lie s al 'siiP

porter iletermines ,to keep up th Prfeea
tion by dates, what Is hie to do. eg

thc Empire wouidi say:-Sink lits vi
vote witli the Government . lie
bound by luis duty to the Counftry ~
express4 and press his vlews? And tglt

not certain if a considerable nuMber of
the Coînservative party should 110 1,i tD

samne opinion, and siould exprel5 and pe<1

It that Zh Goveruient would gîve l"I


