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mouse-like timidity, de Freycinet has been
detected at last, and not a voice is
raised to deiend the old intriguer. Iie is
not the type o! statesman France has
need of; she wants straightiorward of-
- ficials.

Some financial journals admit there is
a gleam of hope, that a new company
will be formed to achieve the Panama
canal project. But the public have no such
corresponding faith, nor is the State at
all likely to support a plan for execut-
ing the scheme. The prospect of securing
dividends must be very bright and clear,
to induce 1,500 million frs. of capital to be
‘subseribed for any loan. Then France, fol-
lowing M. Beaulieu, who is the double
of Leon Say on national finance, asserts,
France herseli must borrow one million of
francs every 3 or 4 years, to square her
revenue. There is a balance of 45 million
frs. in the hands of the liquidator of the
Moribund Canal Co.; he has induced the
Coluombian Government not to fore-lose on
the concession before another 18 months;
‘he will pay that goverument the sum of
half a million iranes every six months
to keep quist and aliow an effort to be
made to resuscitate the enterprise. More
millions were worse spent.

It is strange that so thrifty a people
as the French, never took kindly to the
principle of co-operation, or of People’s
Banks. At present keen attention is be-
ing gi\'en to both subjects; indeed one
iy th» covollary o° th2 other. Tolouse
has been holding a Congress on the plan
of People's Banks, s0 general in Ger-
many, Italy, Belgium and Swifzerland,
and the Government has been officially
represented thereat. Indeed a society pla-
tonically exlists in Paris, under that ubi-
quitous chairman o! all work, Senator
Jules Simon, to promote these useful es-
tablishiments. There are two types of
People’ Banks, that identified with
Schulze-—-Delitsch, and the other with
Raiffeissen Senior. The latter is gener-
ally associated with agricultural syndi-
cates, it lemds to farmers reslding in dis-
tricts where th>ir probity, manners and
life are well known; it pays no interest,
pro’its are divided between members, and
all are sol!ldaire for th>» moneys lent. In
the Schultze Banks, advances nre made
to all workers and their operations are
th» shares are
taken by servants, artizans, clerks, small
shop keepers, etc., who are paid a divi-
dend, but all are responsible for one, and
one for all. The Fremch Savings Banks
could readily be changed into Peoples’
Banks.

It is euvious that whenever the evacn-
lation of Egypt flickers up the I'rench
bondholders at once testify to the solid
amelioration in Egyptian finances effected
by the British administration; and that
would b2 at onze compromised, were the
protectorate withdrawn. The ¥French
want John Bull to simply go away so as
to leave the entry jor themselves free, and
this explaing why France will never ac-
cept as a rider to her olfer to quit the
Nile Valley, to have the sole right to re-
turn should events in her eyes justiiy a
reoccupation. Untill England guarantees
the Egyptisn national debt, and abolishes
the capitulations, does something herqjic in
fact, ehe
Oriental races, save the Chinese and Japs,
cannot in this age of advance and inter-
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mixing, be expected to govern themselves,
unless helped by Western intellect.
“Catharine the Great, of Russia,” by
Bill-assoi, is much read. It is the best
portrait of that wonderful woman, ‘“the
littl> Fike o" Stedin,”’ that his as yet ap-
peared. Her Dreviary was Moliere’s
plays. When Grimm indulged in elogquence
in his letters to her-he was her “Own
special correspondent,” at DParis—she beg-
ged he would not write balderdash, and
“never to employ stilts where our legs are
suficignt.””  When only fifteen Catherine
wis 4 gamine, and though the daughter
oi penuijless royal parents, her ears were
often demo:ratically boxed. The Empress
Elizabeth invited hr to Moscow to become
the wi.e of the Caesarewitch Peter. The
latter was a drunkard us early as eleven
years old, but “Fike” knaw, that in a roy-
al corb:de o marriags- th> husband
counts for l2ast of all. Till she arrived
at the Russian irontier, she had to rough
it on her voyage, and to sleep as she eould
in wayside inns, along with the hostess,
the hens uand the dog. She found the
Grand Duke tu be a brute, but his erown
was valuable, The LEmpress Elizabeth had
15,000 %ilk dresses, and 5,000 pairs of
shoes—which leaves “Good Queen Bess’
thus nowhere in wardrobe matters; but
neither the windows nor the doors kept
out the wind and rain. Although meals
were served on golden plates, ete., the
dinner table was rickely and seats few.
During her baptism for reception into the
Greek Church, her fiance kept making grim-
aces all during the ceremony. When mar-
ried the Grand Duc consulied his valet
as to the way a wiie ought to be ruled:
“Make themi huld their tongues, and
never to meddle with business.” Catharine
said sh2 put up with ali because supported
by her ambition. 1n due time her hus-
Lunl hid Iip:el into drink, passed his life-
time playing with dolls and paper sol-
djers. On one o-ecrsion h2 had a rat tried
by eourt martial {or devouring one of
his paper sentries, and he presided at the
execution o that culprit. 7.

PARTY POLITICS UNDER THE
BRITISH CONSTITUTION.

The Empire of the 17th, contained an
article headed “Mr. Meredith’s Wisdom,”
in which the gquestion how far party allegi-
ance should contro! patriotic convietion
is raised, as well of course, as the subor-
dinate question,—to what extent may a
snember of a party permit himself to ex-
press his convictions on thos> subjects
wherein he differs from his party? Mr.
Meredith’s speech was, on the whole, ad-
mirable in tone and thought. But it is
the doctrine which the article seeks to
enforce that it would be desirable to dis-
cuss. The main idea is this, that if a
member of a party differs from It on one
or more great issues, he has no choice
but to conceal his convictions, or go over
to the other side, for it is laid down as
an axiom that under the British constitu-
tion there can be but two great parties
in the atate, and that with one or
other of theee you must always act
or you canmot accomplish great results.
This is laid down as historically true. The
writer is under a complete misapprehen-
sion, The teaching is unsound from every
point of view. The writer says:—

“In politics under our parliamentary
. system there is no middle course. A man
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may exercise perfect jndependence Of;: fs-
within certain lines, but on the 8¢ with
sues of public policy he must act
one party, or with the other.

“Under the British system © 6 the
ment—the very best in ultimate rest erl
world has ever seen—the universal exp
ence is that, for practical Pﬂrposesmust
to acecomplish great results, a W88 S,
belong to one of two great par
state.”

What are the lines withi ;
dependence of view may be exercise
we are not told we can only infer
the history of parties. Independ?ncxer,
view is always tolerated when It I8 e
cised by a sufficient number of 1 ¢hat
of a party—Then on a questiod like ot
of prohibition, the exercise of indeper ul
views is considered quite right, becuthe
prohibition views are strong in both e
parties. Yet surely it is a great issop_
But neither party has adopted it, oF )
position to it, as a plank in it¢ I’Ia?fo e
The ““great issues of publie polic¥y” 18 on
writer’s mind, must therefore be tho.se ge.
which the two parties have joined lsim.
In regard to any one such issue i 8 ™
ber of a party eapnot conscientiously
with his own friends he is undoub® o
in an unhappy position. But d0?S wr
low that he has no choice betweel 1ng
ing contrary to his convictions OT go
over to the other side? I have not sPC
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of all issues but of one isgue becal '

the next paragraph the writer sa¥s, “'p‘im,
ing of sach dissensions: “They will Bﬂy
ply weaken or perhaps defeat the P®
with which, in nine cases f
they are still in sympathy.” N
quently cases oceur in which a p,'-opoﬁ
whiell a supporter of the Gover?
would endorse in the abstract is emP0 1
in a motion of want of confidence 0ad
such cases, I see no difficulty. YO! ant
express your views and vote op the Wou
of confidence issue and suppoTt a’at‘
friends in power. Six years ago M- vod
son, then member for Marquette, MC oh
agalost disallowance but in a form W2 ve
had his motion been carried would h:1111-
destroyed the Government. The M;nat
toba and Western members voted 882 p
the motion, with the exception of It
member, who abstained from "Otmgt'hev
is clear to me they were right. BuY" o
were still bound to press their view®
the Government as they did. ILet U8
the issue that Is in the mind @
writer in the Empire—protection of #
enue tariff. I should like tO
there was no impatience or differt ot
opinion on the details of the tariff-
the Empire, during the session, exPr®”
and must get credit for the vieW s
Conservative who holds to protection pest
differ with the Government as to the -
way of carrying out that policy: prest
let us suppose he thinks in the B Huld
of protection that pig il'Ol_l 8 and
be placed on the free list aity
that the manufacture of that comm?

if protected should be protected b_y bogup‘
and the Government of which he 18 &7

otet”
porter determines to keep up the pI!‘ fear
tion by dutles, what iIs he to do’ apd

the Empire would say:—Sink his vlewanot
vote with the Government? I8 hev
bound by his duty to the coun'ﬂ'~m it
express and press his views? Aﬂ‘:ﬂ_ of
not certaln if a considerable num 1 tbe
the Conservative party should hol
same opinion, and should express

ray
it that the Government would give ¥
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