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depart to any appreciable distance from the beaten tbeo-

logical paths 1 It can bardly be denied that the great

Teacber whom they ail profess to follow was the most

radical and iconoclastic o! aIl searchers for trutb, and tbat
the spirit o! lis teacbings bas been the inspiration of tbe
most bonest and most fearless of truth-seekers in ail ages.

Assuming, then, that in the majority of cases those clergy-
men and professors wbo have brougbt tbemselves under
the ban o! tbe majority o! their t!ellow-cburcbmen bave

done so in obedience to conscience and as the result o!

anxious study and research, can tbis be acting in the

spirit of the Master, who would subject them to ostracism

and obloquy in consequence ? Is not the tendency of sucb
action to put a premium upon intellectual self-deception,

or upon dissembling ? Can any tboughtful Christian doubt
itber that uncompromising fealty to trutb is of far more

value in the eyes of Him who taught lis followers to

Beek and bold fast tbe trutb at ail cost tban the most

zealous defence o! traditional faitbs, even admitting that the

articles of faitb held by the latter are the more correct 1i
We are not attempting to lay down a policy or pronounce

a judgment for the Churches, but are simply jotting down

a few queries tbat muet bave suggested themselves to many

in connection witb wbat promises to be, during tbe next
few years, a burning theological question.

A RECENTL number o! the Woodstock Sffltinel-Review
bad the following :

Lest nigbt a sceno was enacted near tbe Sentinel-
1,eeview office wbich touched the bearts of ail who wit-
nessed it. An old man who bed been taken in charge by
the police was struggling on the pavement while strong
mien were trying tolif t him into a buggy. Re pleaded
piteously, saying tbet be bad done no wrong and would
die- 'efore he would go te gaol. He was cbarged witb no
crime, was an old resident ofthte town, having becoîne a
citizen under its first mayor ; bis only oflence was bis pov-
erty. Many were toucbed by tbe old man's agonized
expressinn and the justice of bis appeal. Off#3rs o! aid for
bim were whispered by the symptbetic; but a desire not
te appear to interfere with the officers of the law prevented
anything being done. After a long struggle the aged
prisoner was overcome, and was driven off sprawling and
pleading to the county geol.

And this thing occurs in the ast decade of the nineteentb

century, in Christian Canada, in the fi ourisbing town of

Woodstock. Not thet Woodstock is a sinner eboveaal

other towns and districts in tbis matter. The seme tbing,

in substance, is, we believe, of no infrequent occurrence al

over the country, tbougb tbe berrowing circumatances

may not often be brougbt so directly te the notice of the

public. Woodstaclc is rather ta be congratuleted on hav-

ing a newspeper wbicb does not besitate to hold the sys.

temn under wbicb euch an occurrence becomes possible up

te the light soe fectively. The victim in this case is, we

believe, a coloured man, but that mekes no difference in

the principle. He is, nevertbeless, a màn. Uis pUiiful

strugghe sbowed that liberty is as dear to bim as to other

citizens. As the Sentinel-Review well observes, 'l In a

well ordered state of socety is poverty and bumble sta-

tion sbould increase the duty of corparate society te secure

him the rigbts of citizensbip and ta guard bim from out-

rage." May we not hope thet our contemporary's power-

fuI appeal will net be witbout its effect upon tbe towns-

people, and tbat the day is near when sucb an outrage

upon civilization as the sending of a citizgn to jeul for ni

other crime then poverty or the infirmities o! age, will be

no longer possible. ____

1 T is repugnant te every sentiment of humanity to

Ldeport an aged citizen, cbarged witb noc crime but

that o! inability te support bimself, to the coonty prison

to herd witb criminals, in order to get rid of him. But our

treatment o! tbose who are to be our future fellow-citi-

zens, on the other verge of if e, is often no lees inhuuian,

and, f rom the point o! view o! national self -interest, vastly

more sbort.sigbted and crinîinal. An incident related by

a higbly respected clergyman of this city at the opening of

the new Induetrial Scbool building, at Mimico, the other

day, will illustrate our reference. This gentleman said that

be bad recently gone to visit at the penitentiary two men

wbom be had known years ago as boys. For some juven-

ile offence these boys had been cast inta prison. Stung,

fia doubt, by the sense of disgrace, and influenced very

likely by the associations into *wbicb they bad thus been

brought, tbese boys had entered upon careers o! crime

witb the result tbat meny years of the prime o! their

lives bad been spent in prison. For augbt that appeared

in their younger days tbere was fia reesan ta daubt thet if

these boys had been properly dealt witb when they began

to go astray:; had tbey, instead of being sent to jeul, heen

placed in an institution sucb as that at Mimico, tbey

might have grown up to be industricus and useful mem-

bers o! society, a belp and an honour to the community

instead of a burden and disgrace. The case is referred ta,

net as a rare one-would that it were-but as illustrative

of the terrible blunder in tbe treatment of cbild offenders

and waifs, whicb society bas so long been accustomed to

maire, and which it is even now but slow to perceive and

to discard. Looking et the matter from the point of vihw

of enligbtened common sense, one might welI suppose thet

tbe first care of every municipality upon its organization

would 've to provide for the proper training of the neglected

young, and the proper care of the indigent aged witbin its

boundaries. Recent legilation in regard to tbe homes

for the poor on the one band, and the existence o! sucb

institigions as the Mimico Industrial Scbool on tbe otber,

lead us to hope that a better day bas dawned. If every

boy and girl, for wbom no other arrangement cen be made,

were ta be properly trained and educated in an industrial

scbool, what a thinning of the population of our jails

and penitentiaries sbould we see in a !ew years. As a

mere matter o! economy it is doubtful if any other invest-

ment o! funda, either public or charitable, would bring go

goad a return to the state. If memory serves, it was

stated that one of tbe convicts above referred to bad alreedy
cost tbe public about five thoueand dollars. And he is but

one o! dozens or bundreds o! similar cases whicb couid

1)6 !ound in our prisons and penitentiaries. And yct how

grudgingly, in comparison, do we tax ourselves to make

useful citizens out o! the boys and girls who for the want

of proper care and training are constantly growing up to

recruit these expensive regimente o! the vicious and the

criminal. The five tboueand dollars whicb are spent in

the trial and punishinent o! one criminel would probebly

suffice ta put several wbo are in danger o! !alling inta sim-

ilar courses, on the way to lives of lioneat industry. Even

now we Ieern that thie noble institution at Mimico is

obliged to refuse admission ta sci res o! those who should
be tbere.

T IIE announcement thet the unprecedented honour o!

a peerage bas been be3stowed upon a Canadien,

in the person of Sir Gcorgo Stephen, is a genuine

surprise. Thet which firit suggests itself as tbe natural

and graceful thing to do, is to congratulate our fellow-

countrymin upon the signal mark o! the Royal favour

wbich has thus been bestowad upou bim. This we can

do the more sincerely an I beartily because, 80 fer as* we

are aware, Sir George as a citizen and a man is without

reproach. From the point o! view o! personal integrity,

he is probebly as worthy o! sucb bonour as any other

Canadien. But while fuîly and gladly admitting tbe mer-
its o! the man whom Loird Salisbury bas thug bonoured, it

is but fitting thet we sbouitld look a little fartber into tbe

matter. Two questions at leest are suggested for tbe con -

idoration o! the th-oughtful: Is the bastowal and accept-

ance o! sucb titles o! nobility-aven without the objec-
tionable b'3roditery !eatare-a thing to be desired by
Canadiens i On wbat special grounds bas the selection

o! the firet recipient o! the bonour been based 1 The first

question is forced upon our consideration by the intimation

in a leeiing Lonmdon paper-we know itot bow welI

in!ormed in this mtter-thet this is the inauguration o!

a policy wbich contemplatea the creation o! an order o!

life peerages in Canada. The !act that tbe first person sa
honoured is no longer a resident o! Canada, is, it must be

admitted, rether opposod to this view o! the purpose o!

L rd Selisbury'e Government. But, bowever useful the

nobility, as a clees, may be in Great Britain and other
Old World nations, in wbicb tbe ides, o! sucb clase dis-

tinctions is flrmly rooted, there are many cogeut reasons,

reesons wbicb we venture to think will commend tbera-

selves to the great aijority o! tboughtful Canadiens, why

it is undesirable ta attempt to transplant caste distinctions

to.the uncongenial soil o! democratie Canada. The native

tangue, which witb same difflculty accustoms iteel! even

ta the harmlesseI"Sir," as a mere complimentary tithe

scarcely carrying with it tbe idea o! social superiority,

would be apt ta baulk obstinately at the recognition o! a

fictitiaus superiority in rank, implied in addressing as

IlMy Lord," a !ellow-cauntrymen lifted above the

honoured level o! a common manbood and a common citi-

zenship for no botter reason passibly than tbe possession

1o! inordinate wealtb, or the rendering o! some special sýr

1vice ta a dominant political party.

WHEN we core to enquire into te principle IlPo"
which tbe creation of the first Canadian peer has been

based, we are, of course, shut up to a consideration of

the distinguished part Sir George Stephen has taken in the

construction of the Canadian Pacific Railwayl, ad of the

large additions lie is supposed to have made to bi" wealth
by tbat fortunate investment. A Canadian contew~pOrBry

tells us that the peerage bestowed i151' an unprecedented

recognition of a Canadian who bas won wealth and d"'
tinction by the exercise of worthy qualities." AmIOfg the e
wortby qualities are afterwards mentioned L"vigOlIr,
" ability," " sbrewdness, " and the 9- courage and ,,P'rl*

ence, tbe capital and resources, tbe staunchness and

ability " wbicb contributed not a littie to the ultinlate eue.

cesa of that great undertaking. We should be sorrY to EY

a word by which we might seem to detract in the leBst

from what we have bonestly said of Sir George StePhen"

personally, and we specialiy request that the reniarkfl we

are about to niake should be considered entirely aport frGWn

any personal consideration. Tbe question to our mind lA,

simnply wbether the qualities which lead to the acquisitionl

of great wealth, or even to the accomplishmlent of largean

difficult commercial enterprises, are the nualît'eswi

sbould be singled out above ail otbers, as worty of Iniperi"

honours 1i We do flot know that Sir George Stephel', or

any of bis coadjutors in the construction of the great r,%il*5l,

has ever claimed to bave been actuated by higber or More

disinterested motives than tbose of hundreds Of 0ùher'
who have been lesa successful in great co,,Melrcia

undertakings, and who, we may add, bave been

mucb less fortunate in the amouint of aid recevd

from the public chest. We do not care to pursu6 the

enquiry furtber, lest our remarks should seem niio

however free from such feeling, but there can be no ba"

in suggesting serious reflection upon the character Of the

services to the State or to mankind wbich sbould Ibe

deemed worthy of the highest bonour. We have ofl 0ther

occasions paid our tribute of admiration to the gret

courage and enterprise whicb bave marked tbe construction

and management of the, Canadian Pacifie froin the ver>'

first. But this admiration, and tFe sincerest desire o do

justice to the great services which it bids fair to renider tÛ

Canada and the Empire, sbould not blind us to the foct
to whi<ch the signal honour just bestowed UPIn'~

ex-President is adapted to call attention-that theM Ira'

one of the most powerful monopolies ever establisbcd b

Government aid in any country, and that there i1

danger tbat some day, under other and 1lossCi 'oI

management, it may makre its power feit to a un elc
etn.No one can recail the tremendous inle.c0

brougbt to bear during tbe recent election, eve t Onb

may regard tbat influence as salutary in its effcti Wlto

being reminded of tbe possibilities involved i .in g

migbty an engine under private managementadOf~

C OMMENTING Iast week upon theacinOSr
I upper, in leaving the duties of bis i 0rg'

in Canada, we observed that it was ds beth"' tj
inember or supporter of tbe Government sboUîd ex

to tbe public tbe grounds on wbicb the action of Sir Car

or rather of the Government in summonin hil,

deemed justifiable and proper. 'The answer teotIr e" u

came sooner than we expected in the shape of a9P inrpI othtoaeb CMh~~î

Sir John Thompson, i el ota aebtbe
on moving a vote of disapproval of the conduet of bar
High Commissioner. Sir John Thompson's speech 19

acteristically able, and may safely be accepted as C' e
the best defence of whicb tbe course of acto ol

of is capable.. Ris argument consiste of two nI" o
In the firat place be denied di8tinctly that Sîr ae

Tupper used sucb language and epithets as were f tb

to bim in the resolution and speech of the Leader O 1
Opposition, and demanded proof of the accusatîl" w,,,

tbe second place be denied that Sir Charles TUP el'r
pies in any degree the position of a Canadian ainbS5 ee

He s smpl, acorin toSirJoh Thmpsnethe agnt
He i simly, ccoring o Si Joh hopol' ordon

the confidential agent of the Governnurnt, living Inl beloo
]3oth these arguments are questions of fact. As w. e
observed, the politically important question îs qut 6

pendent of the manner in wbicb Sir Charles coiiduCt

canvass, and tbegood taste and truthfulness, or Lh6'90 001

of the terme in whicb be eaw fit to speak of One of ý
two great political parties in the con test. tht q
witb wbicb we concerned ourselves was simaply 0h
prapriety or impropriety of the Canadian Eig t'
sioner's act in leaving bis post and returning bon" 6 oé
a hand in a party struggle. We had alwaYS m ,
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