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SENATOR BLAIR, in a recent article in the Detroit
New8, argued that the pelitical union of Canada and

the United States is essentiel te the preservation of the

industrial independouce of the latter nation. Il Condi-

tiens," ho says, "lbave uow aisen which are apidly pro-

ducîing a people te the north of us which lu fifty yeams will
b6 More powerfuî than the whele 45,000,000 who now

nake Up the Spanisb Arnerican countries, lying in sucb
w&Y as te threaten us industrially." Well, if the ques-

tiOli of anuoxatien must ho discussed, it is refreshing te

have it for once advocated as au econemical necessity for
the Repubîic iustead of for Canada. Nom are we prepared

te 8-%Y, looking on the oee aud at the tendencies te

efiriiacy and to dilike of industrial pursuits, se rnarked
tsene parts of the United States, and ou the other at

th'eapacity of cur Northern clinie and habits for earing

"0t vigerous men,» that theme may net ho a good deal
f force Ili bis argument. That argument is, bowever, oe

that Concerna our neighbours r ather than ourselvos. It is,
Iliireever, an argument for the annexation of the Southemu
cuntrY te the Northern, rather than of the Northern to the
SOuthemu. When our republican ueighhours make applica-
tiOit in dlue form, we shaîl, ne doubt, ho prepared te give

r Oapro due cousidemation, and say whether and on

"'bat terns wo are prepamed te eceivo thern. But wben

Senater Blair goos ou te maintain that the fect that the
telunties are separated ouly Ilby an irnaginary lino of

4,0)miles iu length, and the divemsity of institutions aud
teud6eies and of industrial conditions, inake it apparently

i'Possihle for these two groat peoples te live iu sucb close

Prexnity witbout pepetual and incroasing collisions," ho
i0Slti the Chriatian civilization cf beth countrios. What
Mobre is necessary te guaraute perpetual poace and friend-

SInP, than that bth shall desire only what isjust and faim,
&dtake measumours te securo it by binding thernselves te

'OnPartial abitration, aud avoiding, aftem the excellent

fasi 0n wich wa, for many yeams set by the United
8tat,,s, the formation of armies and navies? Ail the real

IitireSts of botb countries are on the ide of peace, friend-
shand the freeat social and commercial interceurse.

Colî8iOnF3can corne enly from slfsh greed or quarmelsome

DhtliaCy on the part of eue or the other or both.

T")BWho have studied with any care the eceut
remuarkable Denocratic victomy in the United States

'fllt have irepu stmuck with the fact that a uew force is
t0 th" fore in Ameican politics. We refer of course te
tbe Part taken by the Fammers' Alliance, which had se rnuch
t e do With briuaing about the resuit. For the first time

"' th histry o"h Republic-may we net safely say in
th ityof auy nation ?-the fariners appeared as au

and disciplined arrny, maching on te victory.

When but a year or twe ago the rpsltuteognz
the fariner 5; and enahie them te consult and work toaether

i t hei" OWn iuterosts was moeted, it was received with
Very generQ]. incredulity. t was naturally thougbt that

th" Conditions of the fammers' lives weme such as te mnder

efetveOoprto Welng mosbe hywe

ýtofle'ai sepaated frein each other as individuals by the
th f Iheir fammns, and weme thus, lu the vemy nature of
t 8Ca"', Placed at a geat disadvantage as comparod with

1ther largo classes of laboumers. The event bas shewn
such ejectiona te ho futile. Cembination, organizatien,

~t1iity of a-tion have been rvd by the best of ahl tests,
pmoed

. Prfectîy feasible. This being accomplisbed, their
le Vicory -as net needed te dernonstrate their power.

veei i8tng, a week or two since, of the Farmers' Alliance
lb etien lu cala, Floida, em-phasized tht fact that
luIverefthe soul are alre'ady a greal power in the

'4ter e t f the country and are sure te become a still

*"gtde oee t ne distant day. The Alliance had suc-

iii Uiting and working witb the labourera in towns

a ei'e8-a 5 thing wbich had been ponouuced impossible

t eara 0.The procesa of amalgamnation went on during

%) 'eltinby the organie union witb it of the Far-
frirMutuaî Benefit Association, wbicb had itself poved
' 0 011dable iu the Illinois election. Thon, again, tbe

htltid red Alliance, wbicb dlaimes a membership of several
dredhuan1 4 t ban, eld its session separately at the saine

al~ lace, but worked iu full accord with the wite
Ce. he question of fomming a Third Party was

bttt 1Y dscussod. The proposai mot witb great faveur,
a .ction iwas pestponed te giveoepportunity for fabler

t idton. ]But the important pint te ho noted hy

i8 that Ibis inovement brings ijute the field ef
~xieniptlynew aruîy (:f very great strenigtb, 1hs
8 t Os f eveopmrneu4 are practically unlirited.

IlHitherto, " one of their leaders told themi at Ocala, Ilthey,

the farmers, had followed the plow with their eyes open, but

party leaders with their eyes sbut. They had been afraifi

to act for themselves." But in a single year their move-

ment had becorne se important that theme was ne longer a

solid North, and ho îusted and believed that in 1892 there

would be ne solid South. What lias been done in the

United States enu be and will be donc elsewbeme. It is

only a question of time wben the farmers of Canada will

follow suit, an d by organization and united action make

thernaelves one of the most petent factors in Canadian

politics. There is ne cause te dread such a moNeorent.

Thore is much in the life and habits of the farmer to

develop independence of thought, shrewdness, and sound

judgrncnt. These qualities, combined with a moral prin-

ciple and sentiment, probably highem on the average than

that of other industrial classes, go far te give assurance

that the influence of the body in pelitics will ho on the

wbole wise and beneficent.

C AN it be that the great nations cf the world have

passcd the zenith cf their civilization, and are begin-

ning their relapse towards barbamisrn, thus justifying the old

theomy of ecurrent cycles ? There would seem te bc seme

reason for such a dread, unless we are pepared te repudi-

ate the view which has se long been regarded as one of theî

plainest teachings of histomy, and alrnost an axiorn in

aociology, that commerce is the rnothem of civilization.

From various quartera corne reports of increased national

tariffs. Thle protected nations are adding uew layers to the

Chinese walls which they have erected as bar riers te

foreigu interceurse. The great American Republic wbicb

sbould have been an exemple te the world in commercial,

as it has been in sorne other kinds of freedorn, is uow lead-

ing the van of modern trade ros4trictioni.ats. Cablegrarns

frorn Paris indicate that the French Republic is likely te

eutmarch even our American neiglhbour in the path of

commercial unfriendliness and isolation. In Gemmany,

toe, the tendency is stili towamds higher tariffs, as the

dernands of the insatiable dernon of rilitary ambition

becorne constantly groater. Other European nations, with

eue or two honourable exceptions arnong the sm aller, are

fellowing the same general linos. Even the little Argen-

tine Republic on this continent is said te ho about attempt-
ing te retrieve its squandered fortune by a resort te high

taxation. Were it net that Great Britain proudly main-

tains the grand principle of commercial freeder n lutbe

face of the hostile tarifs8 of the world, thus counteracting

te a great degree the restrictive ordinauces of the other

great nations, it is net easy te see where the bliud cempeti-

tiou would end. It cannot be deuied that the logical

tendeucy of tarifis, verging more and more towards prohibi-

tive limits, i8 in the direction of non-interceurse. We

believe, of course, that the commercial instinct is tee

deeply rooted, the desire for intercourse witb other

nations tee fully develeped te admit of auy great trading

nation ever again sinking te the level of non-interceurse

with other' nations, and se dooring its people and its institu-

tions te stagnation and decay. Fror n ee point of view

it seems almost a pity that Great Britain could net repay

ber cempetiters in their own coin by imitating their pro-

tective systerns, and thereby teaching them practically the

obvieus truth that hostile tariffs againat trading nations

tend te couteract each other and leave each nation in the

same relative position which it would have occupied

uuder a syateni of universal free trade, save that the

nocessarios of life would have beeu made artificially dear.

t may be that the apostles of Frotection in the countries

wbich are adopting higher rates are sinply mnoved te

illustrate the old saying, Quein deus, etc., and that the

first effects of their iucreased tarifs rnay be akin te those

produced by the McKinley Bill in the UTnited States.

CHRISTMAS la the preacher wbo emphasizes the fact that
the religion wbich it celebrates is adapted te hurnan nature.

Hlorace 18 callei the laureate ef the werldly, of the

opicurean, of the pagan wbo would et and driink in view

of to-merrow. The gay adage dum vivirnus is cited witb a

shudder as the gospel of pleasure. Christrnas was huntEd

in the Parîtan Parliament as a kind of god of pleasure

3 who was only a inasked devil. It was confounded by
Goveruor Bradford with tthe belly god. But why, said

rCharles Wesley, as be sweetly sang-why give ail the go

F unes te Satan il The sweot singer migbt have enlarged
f bis view and his question. Why give Satan any of the

g ool hings îI Why, ahove aIl, lot hlm have Christmnas1

1."G. RW. CGurti8,

CHRISTMA S.

FlcTii draw, ' near the liirth of Christ
TIhe inocn isb hid ;the night i-i etîli
The Christinas b Ils, fri.in iihto ih

An.,wer each other in the inist.

But t.hcy My trîuhlel spirit ridle.
lFor thiey controlled nie whna oy
They bring ie sorrow touichcd with 'y,

The inerry, nierry belis iof Yule.

T HE Festival of Christmuas has ever been a favourite

therne with the poets. t is Christrnas--of ail the

feasts of the year-that inspired the carols, ancieut and

modern. It is Christmas whjch called forth the Waits in

the dead of the coid nigbt to rernind their neighibours of the

*oyful event which this season ever commomorates. Christ-

mas was sung by one of the greatest, if not the very greatest,

of our English poets, in that glirious Ode on the Nativity,

which la one of the great and eternal possessions of our

literaturri

'liis ithe îioint, anid thi.the liaiiliv nlîîîrl,
WVlerciri the Sonx of I teaven'ii eternai King,
Of weul 'ed naid and vi Igin roother i irfl.
Our great redemiptiorî froinî above did briîîg
Fo r s,,theliîoly sagc.l onceCcdid ii cm,

Thiat ie unr deaiily fiirfeit shiold relcaee.
And w iti)H lis Fatiier worntlciis a p)erpetual pence.

And so it has been sung in strains as sweet, if flot as strong,

by the Poet of the Christian Year ; and there is no time in

ail thc year, flot even the glorioris Eastertîde itself, wheu

the liearts of Christian worshippers are more deeply thrilled

by thoernmotions which fiud expression in their songs of

p rai se.
At this season the Gospel, cornes to every heart anrd to

every home;- and it goes forth frein every heart, cnrrying

beniedictions te ail aronnd. At Christmas we are ail Chris-

tians; we cannot escape the speil of its power and cbarm.

It conquers us and makes us long to conquer and to bo

conquered-to know more and more of the victories which

are gained by self-conquost and lowly love.

An English judge once declared that Christiauitv was

part of the law of the land; and this is true ini a sense evon

higher than that wbich hie intended. For the true law is net

that which is mercly writteu in statute books, nor ovexi

that common law which is recognized among os as an irn-

memorial usage. The true law is that to wbîch the con-

ciuedees bornage - and such is the Law of Christ among

the peoples of our race.
But the thought cornes to us at Christmastide in a form

of greater bî-auty and tondernessg. The Gospel is the Law

and the Lifo of 'the Farnily. And it is here that we are

nost joyfully, thankfully conscious of the presence of the

C rist-child ; for here the child bas bis place and bis privi-

leges. In the Great Congrogation the eye turns to the

littîn children as they celebrate the Divine child's birth,

and grows dim as it gazes upon their sweet youth and

hopeful ness.
WVell may Christmas bo a time of Ilgreat joy " becatise

of the Ilglad tidings " wbich it brings; for it tells us that

we are no longer te thînk of ourselves as orphans lest in a

foreign land, but childreu who bave a Father and a homne:

a Father who bas sent the Son of His Love iin our own

nature and condition, who bias so erembered our weak-

ness, our feafulnesq, our hopelessness, that Hie sent us not

one who semned a nighty warmîom, a glorious King, an

omniscient and omnipotent Judge-altbough lie wes al

of this and more in pot( uey -but

\'urapiîid in [fi., svaili m bandsi
And i n1Ris manuger laid,

'Theî Ilupe and (Mliry of ail landsl
Is corne tii the wviinl ils ajî.

And livre, amid our Canadian snows, where we have Il the

îwinter wild " without and the genial waîrnth withixr, we

)bave perhaps a livelier picture of the meaning and the grace

of this Christmas season than in the land which htard the

sonos of the angels on that irst I happy day," or the lands

in whii hi our forefathers have fo- centuries c,lelîrated and

sang tb ir Jeyous Nowell. For bere arounid us lie signs of

t the chill of deatb which lay heavy upon mankind before.

the p(eaceful nlilît

\Vberejn the Pince of I iglit
Hie reign of peace tptîn the eartlî begari

a whilst here within we bave ligbt and warrnth from the

irays of the sun given back froin their imprisonnmeut, nover

baving lest the nature of their source.
* The Bahe of Bethlehem is the true sweetener of the

1family and the civilizer of the race. It is He alone who

i speaks te us of Ilis Father and cur Father as One who

iknows Hini and can eveal Hum. When we sec Hum we

esee the Father. lu the accents of His voice the Fatber's

1love is thrilling. On the cross the Fatber's compassion is

weopiug and bloeding, Ye§ but even here at the manger


