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\ ENATOR BLAIR, in a recent article in the Detroit
News, argued that the political union of Canada and
.the United States is essential to the preservation of the
‘l.ldustrial independence of the latter mation. ¢ Condi-
tions,” he says, ‘“have now arisen which are rapidly pro-
ducing 5 people to the north of us which in fifty years will
¢ more powerful than the whole 45,000,000 who now
make up the Spanish American countries, lying in such
“_’“y 88 to threaten us industrially.”  Well, if the ques-
Yon of annexation must be discussed, it is refreshing to
bave it for once advocated as an econowmical necessity for
the Republic instead of for Canada.  Nor are we prepared
10 say, looking on the one hand at the tendencies to
f’ﬁ‘eminacy and to dislike of industrial pursuits, so marked
0 8ome parts of the United States, and on the other at
't‘ 8 capacity of our Northern clime and habits for rearing
W08t vigorous men,” that there may not be a good deal
of force in hig argument. That argument is, however, one
that concerns our neighbours rather than ourselves. It is,
Woreover, an argument for the annexation of the Southern
SOuntry to the Northern, rather than of the Northern to the
S_Ouﬂ_lern. When our republican neighbours make applica-
:;::‘ In due form, we shall, no doubt, be prepared to give
Proposal due consideration, and say whether and on
;h“ terms we are prepared to receive them.  But when
;::)“01‘ B}air goes on to maintain that the fact that the
. OOSOUlftne.s are separated only ‘‘ by an itT]agi.nar'y line of
t;nd m.lles in length, and the diversity of institutions and
i en?les and of industrial conditions, make it apparently
Pof!S\ble for these two great peoples to live in such close
ix::?l;mity W‘ithlout perpetual and increasing col?isions," he
more? the Chriatian civilization of both countries, What
ship :; Necessary to guarantee perpetual pez_tcc.s and frlen.d-
and 't an that both shall desire only what is just and fair,
.4 take measures to secure it by binding themselves to
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fPBl‘tml arbitration, and avoiding, after the excellent
ashion

which was for many years set by the United
States, t

interest : \ All the‘ real

) i;—) 8t8 of both countries are on the side of peace, friend-

Yo is?ond the freest social and commercial intercourse.

Obatin, D8 cun come only from selfish greed or quarrelsome
¢y on the part of one or the other or both.

he formation of armies and navies?

THOSE who have studied with any care the recent
m“ﬁ:e}:’ﬂarkable Democratic victory in the United Stat(?s
the &f"e bt.aen struck with the fact that a new force is

> fore in Awmerican politics. We refer of course to
Part taken by the Farmers’ Alliance, which had so much
in th(:e Xith bringing about the result. For the first tiu.)e
the ist‘“m‘y of the Republic—may we not safely say in
ory of any nation }—the farmers appeared as an

the

Organ; .
8anized ang disciplined army, marching on to victory.

ee;;:rb“t 2 year or two ago the proposal thus to organize

i ‘Mers and enable them to consult and work together
ery Clr 0Wn.interests was mooted, it was received with
the COg:;e}‘ﬂl incredulity. It was naturally thought that
eCtivemons of t?xe fa.rmers"livef; were .such as to render
ne(:easar_lco-operatlon well nigh 1mposs'1b1?.. They were
bize tlhv ‘Heparated from each other .as individuals by the
the cang eir farms, and were thus, in the very nature of
al) » Placed at a great disadvantage as compared with
€t large classes of labourers. The event has shown
Objections to be futile. Combination, organization,
f astion have been proved, by the best of all tests,
Rreat vg:;rfectly feasible. This being accomplislfed, their
o 'lleet‘ory was not needed to demonstrate thejlr power.
Oganm_ lng,. a week or two since, of the Farmers’ Alliance
the ti le“m in QOcala, Florida, ’emphasized the fact that
G ern "t’ of the soil are already a greal power in t}.le
mightie:]bnc of the country and are sure to .become a still
Ceedq i One' .at no distant day. The Alliance ‘had suc-
nd Citie umtm.g and working with the labourex:s in tm.avns
&raS\a thing which had been pronounced impossible
the 89 The process of amalgamation went on during
Mgy onvention, by the organic union with it of the Far-
f°"mi Utnal Benefit Association, which had itself proved
Colourable in the Illinois election. Then, again, the
by l‘t:jd Alliance, which claims a membership of several
time a t3h°usand, held its session separa.tely at the same
lﬂli’lnc B4 place, but worked in full accord with the white
ug) .he question of forming a Third Party was

by &cf discussed. The proposal met with great favour,
%“ﬂide On' wag postponed to give opportunity for faller
Cay, _8tion,  But the important point to be noted by

Rdj .
Setion 808 i3 that this movement brings into the field of
. 8n :
1bi);

a)) Suc
“nity o

! entinply new army of very great strength, Its
ties of development are praccically unlimited,

THE WEEK.

“ Hitherto,” one of their leaders told them at Ocala, ** they,
the farmers, had followed the plow with their eyes open, but
party leaders with their eyes shut. They had been afraid
to act for themselves.” But in a single year their move-
ment had become so important that there was no longer a
golid North, and he trusted and believed that in 1892 there
would be no solid South. What has been done in the
United States can be and will be done elsewhere. It is
only a question of time when the farmers of Canada will
follow suit, and by organization and united action make
themselves one of the most potent factors in Canadian
politics, There is no cause to dread such a movement.
There is much in the life and habits of the farmer to
develop independence of thought, shrewdness, and sound
judgment. These qualities, combined with a moral prin-
ciple and sentiment, probably higher on the average than
that of other industrial classes, go far to give assurance
that the influence of the body in politics will be on the
whole wise and beneficent.

AN it be that the great nations of the world have
passcd the zenith of their civilization, and are begin-
ning their relapse towards barbarism, thus justifying the old
theory of recurrent cycles? There would seem to be some
reason for such a dread, unless we are prepared to repudi-
ate the view which has so long been regarded as one of the
plainest teachings of history, and almost an axiom in
gsociology, that commerce is the mother of civilization.
From various quarters come reports of increased national
tariffs. The protected nations are adding new layers to the
Chinese walls which they have erected as barriers to
foreign intercourse. The great American Republic which
should have been an example to the world in commercial,
as it has been in some other kinds of freedom, is now lead-
ing the van of modern trade restrictionists. Cablegrams
from Paris indicate that the French Republic is likely to
outmarch even our American neighbour in the path of
commercial unfriendliness and isolation. In Germany,

too, the tendency is still towards higher tariffs, as the

"demands of the insatiable demon of military ambition

become constantly greater. Other European nations, with
one or two honourable exceptions among the smaller, are
following the same general lines.  Even the little Argen-
tine Republic on this continent is said to be about attempt-
ing to retrieve its squandered fortune by a resort to high
taxation, Were it not that Great Britain proudly main-
tains the grand principle of commercial freedom in the
face of the hostile tariffs of the world, thus counteracting
to a great degree the restrictive ordinances of the other
great nations, it is not easy to see where the blind competi-
tion would end. It cannot be denied that the logical
tendency of tariffs, verging more and more towards prohibi-
tive limits, is in the direction of non-intercourse. We
believe, of course, that the commercial instinct is too
deeply rooted, the desire for intercourse with other
nations too fully developed to admit of any great trading
nation ever again sinking to the level of non-intercourse
with other nations, and so dooming its people and its institu.
tions to stagnation and decay. From one point of view
it seems almost a pity that Great Britain could not repay
her competitors in their own coin by imitating their pro-
tective systems, and thereby teaching them practically the
obvious truth that hostile tariffs against trading nations
tend to counteract each other and leave each nation in the
same relative position which it would have occupied
under a system of universal free trade, save that the
necessaries of life would have been made artificially dear.
It may be that the apostles of protection in the countries
which are adopting higher rates are simply woved to
illustrate the old saying, Quem deus, ete.,, and that the
first effects of their increased tariffs may be akin to those
produced by the McKinley Bill in the United States.

CHRISTMAS Is the preacher who emphasizes the fact that
the religion which it celebrates is adapted to human nature.
Horace is called the laureate of the worldly, of the
epicurean, of the pagan who would eat and drink in view
of to-morrow. The gay adage dum vivimus is cited witha
shudder as the gospel of pleasure. Christmas was hunted
in the Puritan Parliament as a kind of god of pleasure
who was only a masked devil. It was confounded by
Governor Bradford with the belly god. But why, said
Charles Wesley, as he sweetly sang—why give all the good
tunes to Satan?
his view and his question.

The sweet singer might have enlarged
Why give Satan any of the
good things? Why, above all, let him have Christmas
—G. W, Curtss,
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CHRISTMAS.

The Time draws near the hirth of Christ :
The moon is hid ; the night is still ;
The Christinas b 1is from hill to hill

Answer each other in the mist.

But they my troubled spirit rule,
For they controlled me when a boy ;
They bring me sorrow touched with joy,
The merry, merry hells of Yule.

HE Festival of Christmas has ever been a favourite
theme with the poets. [t is Christmas—of all the
feasts of the year—that inspired the carols, ancient and
modern. It is Christmas which called forth the Waits in
the dead of the cold night to remind their neighbours of the
joyful event which this season ever commemorates. Christ-
mas was sung by one of the greatest, if not the very greatest,
of our English poets, in that glorious Ode on the Nativity,
which is one of the great and eternal possessions of our
literature.
Thix is the month, and this the happy morn,
Wherein the Son of Heaven’s eternal King,
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born,
Our great redemption from above did bring ;
For so the hely sages once did sing,
That He our deadly forfeit should release,
And with His Father work us a perpetual peace.
And so it has been sung in strains as sweet, if not as strong,
by the Poet of the Christian Year ; and there is no time in
all the year, not even the glorions Eastertide itself, when
the hearts of Christian worshippers are more deeply thrilled
by the emotions which find expression in their songs of
praise.

At this season the Gospel: comes to every heart and to
every home; and it goes forth from every henrt,_. carrying
benedictions to all around. At Christmas we are all Chris-
tians ; we cannot escape the spell of its power and charm.
It conquers us and makes us long to conquer and to be
conquered—to know more and more of the victories which
are gained by self-conquest and lowly love.

An English judge once declared that Christianity was
part of the law of the land ; and thisis true in a sense even
higher than that which he intended. For the vrue law is not
that which is merely written in statute books, nor even
that common law which is recognized among us as an im-
memorial usage. The true law is that to which the con-
science does homage ; and such is the Law of Christ among
the peoples of our race.

But the thought comes to us at Christmastide in a form
of greater beauty and tenderness. The Gospel is the Law
and the Life of the Family. And it is here that we are
most joyfully, thankfully conscious of the presence of the
O rist-child ; for here the child has his place and his privi-
leges. In the Great Congregation the eye turns to the
little children as they celebrate the Divine child's birth,
and groWs dim as it gazes upon their sweet youth and
hopefuluess.

Well may Christmas be a time of * great joy ” because
of the “glad tidings ” which it brings ; for it tells us that
we are no longer to think of ourselves as orpbans lost in a
foreign land, but children who have a Father and a home:
a Father who has sent the Son of His Love in our own
nature and condition, who has so remembered our weak-
ness, our fearfulness, our hopelessness, that He sent us not
one who seemed a mighty warrior, a glorious King, an
omniscient and omnipotent Judge—although He was all
of this and more in pot« ney-——but

Wrapped in Hix swaddling bands,
And in His manger laid,
The Hope and Glory of all lands
Is come to the world’s aid.
And here, amid our Canadian snows, where we have “ the
winter wild ” without and the genial warmth within, we
bave perhaps a livelier picture of the meaning and the grace
of this Christmas season than in the land which hcard the
songs of the angels on that first * happy day,” or the lands
in which our forefathers have for centuries celebrated and

sung their joyous Nowell.  For here around us lie signs of

the chill of death which lay heavy upon mankind before

the peaceful night

Wherein the Prince of Light
His reign of peace upon the earth began ;
whilst here within we have light and warmth from the
rays of the sun given back from their imprisonment, never
having lost the nature of their source.

The Babe of Bethlechem is the true sweetener of the
family and the civilizer of the race. It is He alone who
speaks to us of His Father aund our Father as One who
knows Him and can reveal Him. When we see Him we
see the Father. In the accents of His voice the Father's
love is thrilling. On the cross the Father’s compassion is
weeping and bleeding, Yes! but even here at the manger



