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tendency they beiong to the same category, and are some-
wbat ominous. Meanwbile, those interested in the

lumber business in Michigan are petitioning Congress for
the imposition of various retaliatory duties upon Canadian
lumber, and it is not unlikely, seeing that the Republicans

wiil soon have control of both Houses, that their sugges-
tions may be to some extent adopted. The advocates of the
proposed tax upon fresh fish urge that it is rendered
necessary by the bounty given by the Dominion Govern-

ment to Canadian fishermen. The Canadian will, it is
aileged, still have the advantage over the American

fishermen in the home market of the latter. But, apart
fromn the injury to both countries from the interference
with profitable trade and the increase in the cost of
necessaries, there is more or less of danger as well as of
damage in policies which thus harasB special industries.

It is nt pleasant to see neighbouring peoples drifting in the

direction of non-intercourse. These straws aeem to mndi-
cate that the wind is just now blowing that way. Each

party can inflict considerable annoyance and damage upon
the other, but the bigger and richer has a trercendous

advantage. ___

P ROMINENT amongst the measures promised in the

ISpeech at the opening of the Quebec Legislature is

the District Magistrates' Act of last session whicb was dis-

allowed by the Dominion Government. This Act is to be
reintroduced Il witb certain modifications rendered noces-
sary by circumstances." Whether these modifications will
be of such a nature as to save the Act from a second
Federal veto remains to be seen. As one of the obJecta
for which it is to be re-enacted is "lto aasert the rights of this
Legisiature," it seeme probable that issue is to be again
joincd with the Ottawa authoritios. The Government

- l stili expect to carry out" the conversion of the consoli-
dated debt of the Province. It rnay be hoped that under
the pressure of almost universal condemnation, and in

view of the threatened injury to the financiai credit of the
Province, if for no better reason, Premier Mercier will
modify or eliminate the compulsory clause, though no inti-

mation is given of any such intention. Another question
of more than local interest is that concerning the Jesuits'

Estates Act of last session. The Speech announces that

the carrying out of the provisions of that Act bas rexnained

and wîll remain suspended until the expiration of the
period within which disallowance nîay take place. Strong
pressure is being brought to bear upon the Dominion

Governmient by Protestants of the Province to have the
Act disaalowed, but in view of the political embarrassmonts
which would be sure to follow, seeing that the Act bas the
sanction of the Vatican, there is littie probability that the
Premier wiil venture to veto it. Nor is it by any inoans
clear that its disal]owance would bc constitutiona]ly justifi-
able, for however objectionable tho Act may be in itself, it
would be difficult to show that it is not fairly within the
scope of the legisiative powers of the Province.

T HE remarkabe decision given the other day by Judge

TBarrett, of New York, in the matte of the Sugar

Trust Mnplmywl encourage Mr.Clr Wallace,
and those who sympathize with him, in bringing bis bill
again before Parliamont. The grounds of public policy,
on whicb Judge Barrett resta bis decision, are necessarily

imilar to those wbich underlie Mr. Wallace's Bill, and
the penalty, forfeiture of corporate rights, is, s0 far, sub-
stantially the same. " Fortunately," says the New York
Judge, Ilthe law is able to protect itsolf against abuses of
the privileges wbich it grants, and while further legisia-
tion, both preventive and disciplinary, may be suitable to
check and ptlnish exceptional wrongs, yot there is existing,
to use the phrase of a distinguished English judge in a
noted case, ' plain law and plain sense 'enough to deal with
corporate abuses like the present-abuses whioh, if allowed
to thrive and become general, must inevitably iead to the
oppression of the people, and ultimately to the subversion
oi their political rights." It might, indeed, be argued
that on the extremely broad principle laid down by Judge
Barrett, special legislation is scarcely needed. "lPlain
law and plain sense " might be considered sufficient for
the purpose of correcting aIl abuses. But few judges, per-
hapa, would be disposed to act on so liberal an interpreta-
tion of their powera. Nor can it be regarded as by any
means certain that the decision, based on such general
principles, will be, in the absence of specifie legislation,
sustained in the higher Courts. On the other hand, if al
are agreed that the trusts and combines, as formed and
operated, are inimical to the rights and welfare of the pub.
lie, there can be no objection te such straight-forward ieg.

isiation as may put the powers of the Courts beyond dispute.

T H1E best book that bas ever been writton about theUnited States lias been givon to the world by an

Englishman. This is concedod on aIl hands, conceded by
the Americans themselvos. For comploteneas in treat-

ment, patience in investigation, fulness of knowledge,
mastery of detail, impartiality in judgment, freedom from

prejudice, and just, kindly appreciation, Mr. Bryce's

Âmerican Commonwealth bas at once takon irst place.
Tho fact is beyond question, but years will be required to

show its fu significance. The judicial spirit in which the

book is written will cause it to be read appreciatively by
the people of the United States, and sn read, it may ho
safely prodicted, it will be to thom the sour ce of a vast and
valuable fund of information about themsolves, thoir insti-

tutions, cbaracteristics and tendencies, such as has neyer

hefore been accessible. In othor countries, especially in

England, it will do more, probably, than any other work

that bas ever appeared to give enligbtenment, dispel preju-

dico, and belp in ovory way to a better understanding of

thoir trans-Atlantic kinsmen. On the othor hand, the

vory fact that such a work has been produced by an

Englishman cannot fail to have an excellent effeet upon

the tone and tempor of the people of the United States
towards ail Engfland itself. This is an aspect of the case

which is woll worth noting, and upon wbich hotb nations

inay he congratulated. As the London Timnes says :
"Written with full knowlodge, by a distinguished English-

man, to dispel vulgar prejudices and to help kindred
people to understand each other better, it is in a sense an
embassy of peace, a message of gond will from one nation

to another." As such it is nost opportune.

T WO announcements of some intereat came acroas the

Atlantic in Monday's cablegrams. I"The rumour that

the British Governmcnit will appoint a succeasor to Lord

Sack ville as Minister to tho United States, after the in-.

auguration of President Harrison, is confirmed." This

means of course, that no minister will be sent to Washing-
ton during tho remainder of Prcsident Cleveland's term of

office. This was pretty well understood before, but is

only now put into diplomatie phraseology. On the other

band it alan announced that Ministor Phelpa will sail for

the United Statea on January 3lst, anticipating the period

when bis forma] retirement miigbt have beon expected, in

the ordinary course of evonts, by a few weeks. This

means that England is not to ho allowed to bave a inonopoly

of the dîgnified resentmcint business. The Great Republie
is going to retaliato in kind. llappily thia international

sulking is not now the dauîgerous gaine it would once bave

been. Tho Ambassador at a foreign court is not the

important and indispensable functionary ho was in other

days. By annihilatingr distance the telegraph bas greatly
diminished both bis inifluenice and bis usefulness, It is

even gravely proposod in tho bouse of Representatives to

do away with the office an far as thîe royal courts are con-
cerned. The suggestion will not ho acted on. The United

Stat 1es, wîth al ber ailegod Republican implicity, is far

too conventional, ton emulous of the methoda of the effete
monarchies to venture on such an innovation as that.
Nevertheless, things will go on pretty mucli as before, both

at London and at Washington, though neither Government
bas a full fledged diplomuat at the other's'Court. There
may be a littie embarrassment about the roturu to the nid
usage when the proper time arrives, but Lord Salisbury
has ef t an open door, and wili net, we dare say, hesitate
te take the initiative. President Harrison wiii follow

suit, and in a short time ahl will ho forgotten and friendly
relations ho re-established on their old serene basis. We

may, at ieast, hope s0. ____

TE IlE National Congreas " of India wbich assembled atT lahabad on the 26th of December, seema to have

been conducted with an ability and a moderation wbich

augur well for its future succesa. Over 1400 delegates
wero in attendance. The speech of the chairman and the

resolutions proposed are understood to indicate that all the

efforts of the Il Congresa" wîli ho devoted to the single

end of socuring representation in the Legilative Council.

It is propoaed that the members of the Council be increaaed
to tbirty, haif of the number to ho elected, and haîf nomi-

nated by the crown. This seema to thoae accustomed to

representative institutions a sufflciently modeat demand.

The Spectator objecta that Ilit transmutes the vital principle

of Indian Goveru ment, as thenceforward the secretary of

State couid give no final order either for the pasing of a

law or a military expedition." This is, of course, true, but

it is a resunt inseparable from any effective introduction of

the principle of self government. "lThe vital principle "

of the present system is, as Lord Dufferin so frankly pointed

ont, simple absoiutism. The alternative must necessarily
ho sncb a curtailment of executivo anthority as wihi give
the native representativea a real share in makîng the iaws

by which they are governed, and deciding upon the military
expeditiona for which they are taxed. The crucial diffi-
cuity, upon which Lord Dufferin lays se much stress, that

of race and religions jealotusies and hatreds, wili emerge
when the question of the na iunro of the electorate is reacbod.

Whotber any plan can ho devised which would net give
all power to thoeilindoos, and infuriate the Mussulmans,
seoma to ho more than donhted by those who onght to
know. The capacity of the educatod natives for adminis-
tration seoma to ho pretty weii proved hy the succeas of
the few nîunicipalities which are already organized. Mr.

Caine, M.P., who lbas heen makingy a stndy of these, says
that they will compare vory favourably with siinilar cor-
porations in England.

QELDOM bave the civilizing, organizing and govern-
ing powers of the British race been shown in a more

remarkabie mannor than in the history of the Maiay

Peninsula druing the last fiftoon years. Witbin that

period, as is shown l>y a rlcont account in the London
Times, tbe Malay States have hoon converted froma dis-
jointed contres of piracy and f action- fighting, into what is

practicaily a Malay Federation of peaceful and wealtb-

prodncing communities. Private wars have heen put

down, roads oponed up, railwaya and telegrapha intro-
duced, rivera made navigable, forests cieared away, mines

developed, and rich and romunerativo cropa, previously

aimoat unknown, prodncod and cultivatod. And ail this

bas been acconiplished witbout military force or monac-
save in the single instance of the punishment of the mur-

dorera of Mvr. Bircb, the British Resident in Perak, in

1875-miainly tbrough the moral influence and under the

guidance of not more than a couple of dozen of British

Residonts, stationed at varions important points, pursuant

te a policy conceived by Sir Andrew Clarke, when

Governor of the Straits Settlements some fifteen years

ago, and carried out by imii and his successors.

IN theso days when we liear so much of the poerty,

Scrime and wretchedness of outcast London, it is

refreshing te have the obverse of the modal occasionally
heid up hefore our eyea. The Rev. George W. McCree,

a well-known pastor and philanthropist of Southwark,

sonda to tho Daily News a very oncouraging accounit of
the progroas that is being made ini removing the causes of

"lthe bitter cry " that stili gou up f rom' the abodos of

poverty and mi.sery. Mr. McCree is convinced that the
poor of London are far bass poor, bass ignorant, loss
wretcbod and bass vicions than thoy were twenty-five
years ago. la the matter of sports the people are le8s
cruel, brutal, and depraved than thoy were. Thoy are
cleaner in their habits, and consequontly more healthy.
There is boss diseaso and a wider acquaintance with sani-
tary laws. Net only cau nearly ail tho poor read, but
they do read, and with niuch tîjat is ovil thoro is far more
that is healthful in their literary tastes. The consequence
is that they are far mnore quick and intelligent, and aspire'
more than tboy did te further social improvement. There
is overy roason to hope tbat this picture is true to the

facta. The active philanthropy of the day is turning the
electric lighta of sanitary science and Christian syrnpathy
upen the darkest corners and sluma of the groat city,

and revealing dopths of misory whose existence was
unknewn and unsuspected. But the ligbt doos net create
the miaery, though it may heip te disperse it. The know-
lodgo that the evii is being gradually overcome wili fnot

djscourage Philanthropie effort, but rathor timulate it by

adding the impotua of quîckened hope. And if the pro-

grass bas been enceuraging in the past, it shouid ho much

more rapid in th future, for nover hefore were se many
powerful agoncios at work for the rogeneration of the

94lapsed masses."

S AMOA is juat now becoming the object of considerabbe
attention. The question of chiof intoreat te the outaido

world is whether the United States wili feel cailed on te

interfero te counteract the effects of German intermeddiing.
Not much relianc3e eau ho placed upon the rumeurs in

regard te alleged activity in American naval quartera, for
it is by ne meafis likeiy that a demonstration of force-

even were it not m~ade ridicuions by the disproportion.

betweçfl the navios of the two countries-would ho made

until the effect of romonstrance at Berlin had been tried.

it ia generally concedea that the mysterious and elastin

Monroe Doctrine cannot ho stretched so far as to touch the

Samoan question. But onX the other hand it is alieged-.


