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discourse was very simple, very fervent, iii fine wbat a sermon should be-
words addressed less to the head than to the beart.

In his learned article oui the Dec/mle of Art, Mr. J. T. Palgrave
rernarks the preference of ioulei amateurs for " Auunual Exhibitions,- ami
furtber asks us to contrast the aniuated throîugs that frequent these, witb
the listless wanderers through museums audJ national galleries." Though
such is tire state of aflairs, are we sO very much to blarne for preferring to
be talked to in our owvn modern touigue ?XVe need not, 1 thinlr, too deeply
deplore the absence of iîazy, griuuy, 'lold inasters " front our art gallery,8eeing that our admiration for thicm would scarcely exceed the enthusiasm
they inspire among people of more mature taste. EFn revanche, we can have
a very fair collection of essentially moderi workg, true, honest pictures
before wbich we mnay take refuge as at a shrine. [s art really ouly a lux-
ury iii these days '1 TJruly, of preocoupied m'aiidoilnas," and unsyinpathetic
saints there seerrs no need, but 4urely without tire lovely human inspira-
tions thuut corne to us year by year, we 8shuuld feel much poorer. There is
a goodly nuniber of "copies" adoruiugq tlre lower hall of our gallery wbicb
oneC miglît wish to see exchauged 1cr a work or two of greater iuterest. If
we could boast au Ubhde, or a Gitbriel MVJax !I arn sure the constant
presence ationgst us of thec favourite fi 'gure of both these artists would do
the work of înany a clerical cuitlusiait. Uhide's Christ is neithier the
painted, purpl(*-robed image we finud tluroned for one portion of buinanity
to worsbîp, nior tire cold, serieus spirit of less poctical imaginations, but
an exquisitely sympathetic muan, wiclî watt, sad face illuiiined by strange
wi8domi and gnles.Sucli a couinueinace niust always be contemplated
with profit-even on Sundays.

Tirbe next lîest exhbitionî to that iii our art gallery is thie sniall but
select eue n in wbich Mi-. Lawsoii's pictures were seen. This is a sort of
New Bond Street Gallery, where one secs at tinies soine really interesting
work. At presu nt amnong tire canvasses, of more or less worth, we fiud two
beadsi front Louis Boscbaîup. Titis artist seorel a certain success in tîte
French Salon sorte years age with Ethe iost îuelauicholy of pictures. Like
Heuner, lie is haunted l'y a certain type of femnale --orle ean scarcely call it
beauty in bis case so that his heads have always the saune great, rouuid,
lusîtreless eyes, the saille dishcvelled liair-, anîd altogether a foggy, tear-
stained aspect.

A IDutcir artist, Nauhuys, gives us tire mest pathetically sweet littie
scene-the corner of a dark gritiy recîni, where a poor washerwonian bends
over ber work. Everytbiîig iii the picture is very black, everything except
a clouti of pale goldi curie that serves as an exujuisite note of light.

Mr. Homier Watsou's cîcuds are as lcwcring as ever in a sinall land-
scape. Ilis pictures attract us by the samie strange force as that of the
coming stormn lie se delights to paint. lui the unte I speak of now you can
alruady fuel a cold, damp breatb, and tlîe tirst hieuvy drops falling front the
steely clouds that are rolliîîg and tuumblliug, befure the wiud.

In miy next letter 1 hope to lie able to tell you something of Mr.
Harris's work.

'Talking of art lcads us ver-y riaturally to speak of the death of tire
I-Ion. R{obert Mackay. I t is neeàtess to say what a very great loss we
hia-je sustained. Meni of culture are few euîough in any portion of the
globe, but mocre cspecially is the New \Vorld iii need of them. Our artistie
and literary life the late J udge did ail lie could to foster and encourage.
Hie was for five vears the President of our own Art Association, and to
McGill College lie, preseîîted bis iibrary. It is one thing to have wealth,'it is another to have taste and discrimination ; but we may safely say
Judge Mackay had both.

The advantages and disadvantages of vo-education, or perhaps what
some would caîl mierely flie disadvautagcs under wlîiclî McGill University
is at present labouriug, cwing to the non-division of labour-that is to, say,
cwing to tire Professors' biaving te repeat their lectures every dav--is
greatly exercising tire iintellectual portion of our coînmun;ity. Howýever,
as matter now stand it is scarvely safe for tire uninitiated to speak of the
affair. Louis LLOYD.

As we read the vabled ex tracts front the meinorable speeches heard last
week in the flouse of Coimînions, we cannot but look with doubt on tho
current assertion tîtat the day of orators is over, and that votes tio longer
can he changed by elo'1uence. If we take iuto accounit the effect produved,
not onily on the iuumiieuiate auditorsi, but o)1 the immiieasui-ably wider audi-
ence reacbed througlî the press, we 8should probably consider the speech
delivered by Mr. Gladstone on Friday one of the rnost telling displays of
oratorical ability ever made iii the British Parliament. What casts sus-
picion on the notion that the art of oratory is moribund is the fact that
precisely tire saine (lepreciatory contients bave been heard froni the
extollers of timues past on the speakers of their ownt day in every genera-
tion for the iast two hurdred years. Thus Canning used to bu vouupared
unfavourably with Burke -Burke was lîeld inferior to Chathiam ;Chiathani
in turn was pronouiiced Jess persuasive than Bolingbroke, while St. John's
extraordinary power to captivate ant audience was deemed unequal to the
species of nuastery which had been sbowul by Pyîu. Il is nct surprising,
therefore, that soute of his ceevals sh6uld dispute Mr. Gladstorie's dlaimt to
rank in the very highest class of England's orators. Some of bis
detractors, as, for instance, Mr. Fronde (who imiiself is notbing if nlot
rhetoricical), speak of hin slightiiîgly as a niere rhetorician. But even bis
least friendly critics must acknowledge tiîat no mnan by virtue of the spoken
word bas ever wielded a vast inîfluence for se long a period as lias Mr.
Gladstone, or bas at an age se advanced cxhibited such bouîîdless fer-tility
and fervour. -- New Yorkc &mît.m

SOME RECENT FRENCII&.ýANADIAN BOOKS.

OuR Frencli-Canadian friend8, witlîout stopping to etiquire whether they
have a literature of their own or not, have uîîconsciously answered the
momentous question ini tlîe affirmative, withîin tire last few weeks. Author-
ship witlî tirema bas been unusually active, and each production of their
press bears the unmristakable stamfp of Canadian or'gin. Four volumes of
respectable size, illustrative of the peetry, the bistorical romance, the ossay,
and the review of theî vouuttry, lie on ily table, the works rnainly of Que-
bec authors. The first iii importance perbaps, front a 'general point of
vîew-since it appeals more directly to tlic popular taste-is the book
entitled La Canada Françýais ,-an eleganrtly printed quarteriy of some two
hîuudrcd aîîd tlîirty pageýs. Tfli, staff of writers include such namnes as Dr.
Chau veau, J udge Routb ici, N'ýapoleon Legendre, Abbés Casgrain, Laflamme,
de F~oville, Gosselin, M1ethiot, and Ilatiiel, and M. Thonmas Chapais. The
review is conducted by a coiuiittee cf tire profeissors belonging te Laval
[University, the Patron cf whivh is lus Erninence the Cardinal. Frorn
such an adîiiistratioit one w ould iîîîagine that at least, evclesiastîcally,
*tbe iiew miagazine would pessess noc doubtfui signiticatîce, and tlîat in aîiy
Roman Catholic houseliold it would prove a very welccrne guest indeed.
But tîtere are wlieels witlîin wbeels, and grades cf Churchien always, and
se wben this iiew candidlate for public faveur was announced, the Pro-
gratiiiiiists of tire Church premptly corîdeînnred it. Tlîeir organs in the
newspaper world iiiip'îled- metapborivally cf vourse-the leading con-
tributers, and sliewed cause wIîy a iagaziiie vontainiug the writing' s cf such
mein as Iloutlier, Chîauvieau, ait(, cite or twe otîters wlîose naines have
escaped nie, shiould tuot be eîîcouruîged l'y the faithful. The fact tÉbat the
new serial would bear the iipriuaataï of the Faculty cf Laval offered an
additioual reason wvby sentiments cf condetutiation iustead cf praise should
be uttered. [t proved tihe obi stcry over again, and against the liberalisin
and tiîeolegy cf Lavai, the captaitis cf flic ulurame)ntanes arese as one mani.
But the Carilinal'sî baudt lias been given te the enterpriso, and loyers cf the
best writiîîg- ini Freric-'aînada, by Cliurcbuîeîi cf generous views, and by the
nîest capable essaytsts aîîd revîewers cf thie Provinice cf Quebec, will flnd
înucb te titeir likiîîg in the initial issue cf La Canada Français. As an
experiment, it will be publisbcd qcarteriy, but as soon as practicable it is
the intention cf the lîroprietors te issue the magazine montbly. Religion,
Philosepby, Ilistury, tlie Fine Arts, Science, and Literature are the themes
te the elucidation cf wvlicli thle coîîtmîbutors will devote their pens. 1-I0W
well tbe programmne bas been fulfilled, a brief exanîinatien cf the pages
will prove. '[he administration aîîd J ud ge Routhier explain the objeets
cf tire publication, its scope and purpese. M. Chapais writes intelligentY
cf La B3atta i//e de Carillen ;a second historical paper is furnished by
Abbé A. IL (osselin, wlîc discusses tire Role p)olitique de -Mgr. de Lava-
le Congeail .oitveraiit et les (Jcenusdu Canadla, wbile a third paper
in the saine ciass i8 suppliedl by Abbé Casgrain, wiîo discusses Acadia
before tbe dispersion. Eaeb cf these topics is abiy treared, but those
wiîo bave fomnied their impressions cf the Avadiatis' expulsion front the writ-
ings cf Francis Parkîîîan aîîd Sir Adamis Archibald will do weil te consider
what Dr. Cas4grîîin bas te say oni the other side. lie bas lately visited the
lanîd cf Evangeliîîe, wvbere be investîgated the subJect by tbe light cf hie-
torîcal documents and aunaIs cf the period. lis presentation cf the
question is strcug, and as be is the abiest questioner cf the brilliafit
Amerivan ilisterian on that phase cf our history iii the Dominion, bis
essay must not be thrown lightly aside. '['is number cf the Review is
aIse valuabie on accounit cf the historivat papers whivh appear in print for
the first tume. Eiglît of these documents are given, ail cf themn drawfl
front the archives cf Canada and cf France, and as ecd issue cf ibe maga-
zinc will be enriched by siiuilar papers, the student cf cur early histcrY
-will in the course cf a year's niumbers find a veritable storebouse cf facts
bitherto inaccessible te bis baud. The documents bere presented treat
principaliy cf the closing days cf French dominion in Canada, the des-
cription cf Acadia in 1746 by Abbé de Loutre, missionary, and the
declaration cf war by tire Mivînjacs against the Governer cf Halifax in
1749 (the text bcing in Micmac witlî French translation) beiîîg especialY
interestiîîg. No less striking is tlie mnoir addressed te the Duc de Choiseul,
in justification cf the dlaii cf France te the possession cf Acadia. Amcng
the other contents of Canada Français may bc briefly rnenticned Mgr.
Methot's stcry cf the Pope's Julee, M. de Fovilie's paper on the FacuitY
cf Arts iii tire Catholiv Unuiver~sity, and Mr. Ernest Marceau's pen
addressed te, the founders cf the leview. It is net every day that the editor
is ernbalrned in lofty and stirring verse, ner weuld most editors care for
such bornage in the pages cf bis own magazine. But M. Marceau's work
isi patriotic and entbusiastiv, anti one may fergive rnuch on the score cf
patriotismn or enthusiasm. 0f course, Dr. Cbauveau is very mnuc ait borne
in bis review cf Furopean current events-a task which he bas acconîplished
tn varicus publications sinve 18,57. lu bis writings the ecclesiasticai and
literary flaveurs aIre always lîappily blended, anîd, riaturaîly eîîcugh, in the
revîew bef ore us, lie begins with the Pope and bis jubilee. Judge Routhier's
larger contribution is dated Paris, L)8th Novetuber, and he czhats deligh t
f ullycf the gay city, in that clîarrning form cf composition wbicb th'
French-Canadian bas borrowed front France, the chronique. The
scîentific part cf tire J/eview is entrusted te the Abbé Laflamme, wbO in
tbis number lets ini sontie ligb t oni electrical metaliurgy.

IN notiuig these Frencb Canadian bocks, I ought perbaps te lhave
rnentioned first Dr. Louis Frechiette's La Legende dan Peuples, wbicb corntes
te, us front the press cf La Libraire Illustrée, Paris. The poet is now il'
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