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Letter of Rezommazndation

A letter of introduction is usually supposed to
be a sure passport for the bearer to the favor of
the person to whom it is addressed. But, accord-
ing to the experience of Rubinstein, the pianist
and composer, it is sometimes well to investigate
the contents of such a letter.

When Rubinstein went to Vienna, in 1846, full
of talent and hope, he took a dozen letters of in-
troduction to prominent people in that city from
the Russian Ambassador and his wife in Berlin.
Vienna was the residence of Liszt, and one of the
great musical centres of Europe, and young
Rubinstein anticipated making many warm
friends.

He made his calls, and left his letters at the
houses of the people to whom they were address-
ed, and then waited for replies and invitations ;
but none came. After five or six letters had met
this response of absolute silence he was utterly at
a loss to understand the meaning of such treat-
ment. !

1 will see,” he said, at last, ‘‘what is said
about me in these letters.”

Accordingly he opened one, and this is what
he read :

« My Dear CounTEss—To the position which
we, the Ambassador and his wife, occupy, is at-
tached the tedious duty of patronizing and recom-
mending our various compatriots in order to
satisfy their oftentimes clamorous requests. We,
therefore, recommend to you the bearer of this,
one Rubinstein. "

The riddle was solved. Tne enraged pianist
flung the remaining letters in the fire, and re-
solved to rely on his own unaided efforts to pro-
cure friends in the future.

-

Colors.

Science gives us interesting details about what
the human eye has been, and what it may be-
come.

The Vedas of India, which are the most ancient
written documents, attest that in times most re-
mote, but still recorded in history, only two colors
were known—black and red.

A very long time elapsed before the eye could
perceive the color yellow, and a still longer time
before green could be distinguished ; and it is re-
markable that in the most ancient languages the
term which designated yellow insensibly passed to
the signification of green.

The Greeks had, according to the generally re-
ceived opinion, the perception of colors very
highly developed, and yet authors of a more re-
cent date assure us that in the time of Alexander
the Great the Greek painters knew but four colors,
viz., white, black, red and yellow.

The words to designate blue and violet were
wanting to the Greeks in the most ancient times
of their history, they calling these colors gray and
black.

It is thus that the colors in the rainbow were
only distinguished gradually, and the great Aris-
totle knew only four of them. It is a well known
fact that when the colors of the prism are photo-
graphed, there remains outside the limit of the
blue and violet, in the spectrum, a distinct im-
pression which our eyes do not recognize as a
fcolor.” Physiologists tell us that it is reasonable
to suppose that, as the color organ becomes more
highly developed, and even before the human eye
becomes perfect, this outside band will evolveinto
a color perfectly discernible.

Spoon Lore.

In early times it was the fashion for all ladies
and gentlemen to have their own spoons and
spoon-cases, which they carried with them wher-
ever they went. Two hundred years ago we find
frequent mention in the newspapers of a *‘lost
case, containing a knife, fork and silver spoon.”
The spoon was usually described as bearing the
crest of the owner upon its handle, or a picture of
the Blessed Virgin. The ‘¢ apostle spoons ” were
a dozen of these silver implements, each contain-
ing an image of one of the apostles in relief upon
its handles ; sometimes with and sometimes with-
out his name. If the name was omitted therewas
usually some emblem of the worthy supposed to
be represented on the spoon. In case emblems
were used instead of names, St. James would be
attired as a pilgrim ; St. Jude was usually pictured
with a club, the emblem of his martyrdom, or
with a boat, to show his occupation ; St. Simon
with a saw, because he was sawn asunder, and
generally with an added oar, to show his earlier
tastes.
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The use of these spoons as gifts from god-par-
ents to god-children dates back nearly five hun-
dred years. When the giver was too poor to
present the whole twelve, he gave one spoon with
the image of the patron saint after whom the
child was named, or to whom he was dedicated,
or who was the patron saint of the donor, not al-
ways in such cases an apostle. The images of
the four evangelists were often thus used, the
spoons being called *‘apostle spoons,” although
all were not apostles in the usual meaning of the
word. Shakespeare, in Henry VIII., when Cran-
mer declares himself unworthy of being sponsor
to the young princess, makes the king reply,
““ Come, come, my lord, you'd spare your spoons,”
in plain allusion to the gift expected on such oc-

casions. The earliest notice we find in print of
this form of spoon is an entry on the book of the
Stationers’ Company, made in the year 1500. It
is this entry : ‘‘A spoyne of the gyfte of Master
Riginold Wolfe, all gylte, with the pycture of St.
John,” showing that ‘‘ apostle spoons ” were well-
known at that early day.

Free Education.

Bill Stumps (aged 7).—*“ Where are you going,
Gertie?”

Gertie Girton (aged 8).—*“ William, I have
been taught to consider it infra dignitatem to
answer a question couched in ungrammatical
language. If you care to ask me whither I am
going, I shall be happy to tell you!”

HEADAGHE i Warers

and Pleasant to take. ForSale by all Druggists, PRICE 25 Cts,
For sale in Toronto, by Alex. McLaren, 181 King St. W., and Neil C. Love, 166 Yonge St.
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OUR

ONGE.

probable purchasers and no others.

MASON & RISCH
PIANOS

Are_the Instrumentsyof the cultured and refined. WejInvite the atten-
tion of the Musical Public to

SPECIAIL: OFFER.

We have decided to try the effect of direct advertising and corres-
pondence, and thus lessen the expense and salaries of travellers, giving their
customers the benefit of the saving effected.

AND OUR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE

Will be mailed you at once free. Select the Style of Piano you prefer and we will
SEND YOU A SPECIAL PRICE

Referring the matter to our nearest traveller.

As thisis done to test the value of our Advertising, please state when writing
the name of the paper in which you see this and we will mail you an elegant
piece of Music worth 50 cents free with the Catalogue. State
name, occupation and address. This offer stands for one month from date, but
does not apply to parties writing from the City of Toronto or the United States.
The music will only be mailed to parties whom we judge by their letters to be

MASON & RISCH,

32 KING STREET,

W., TORONTO.

THE SISSETON INDIAN RESERVATION

In South Dakota will be opened to settlement on or
about April 15th, 1892. This reservation comprises
some of the choicest lands in Dakota for farming and
sheep-raising purposes. For detailed intormation ad-
dress W. E. Powell, General Immigration Agent, Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, Chicago, Ill.; or
A.]. Taglor. Canadian Passenger Agent, No. 4 Palmer
House Block, Toronto, Ont. aprir-2t
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CIRCULATION

OVER
T e 00 =
Advertisers will find the

LADIER" PICTORIAL

one of the best

ADVERTISING MEDIUMS IN
CANADA.

The only Weekly Journal that gives a sworn
guarantee of its circulation.

DRAWING

AND

PAINTING.

Ladies wishing for lessons in Drawing and Painting
should apply to

J E A N, Our Special Artist

. Certificated Art Teacher from the National Train-
ing School, S. KENSINGTON, London, England.

See sketches in this week’s paper.

LADIES’ PICTORIAL WEEKLY,
192 King St. West, Toronto.

MRS. WRIGLEY,

Teacber of Piano,

TERMS—MODERATE.
77 JOHIN STRERT.
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| GURE FITS!

When I say I cure I do not mean merely to stop them
for a time and then have them return a%nlu, I mean &
radical cure, I have made the disease of FITS, EPILEP.
SY or FALLING SICKN¥SS a life-long study. I warrant
my remedy to cure the worst cases. Because others have
‘alled is no reason for not now receiving a cure. Send at
ce for a treatise and a le
rameg. Give EXPRESS and POST-OFFICE.

H. G. RooT, M. C., 186 ADELAIDE ST.
WEST, TORONTO, ONT.
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FREE I; you will mention where you saw this

. - ad. and send your addresson a postal,
we will mail you two copies of the YounNG FoLks BEA~
CoN FREE. We offer grand premiums. Address:
YounG FoLks BEAcoN, Wiscarset, Me., U.S.A.  ¢-§t
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Phrenology, , VRS MENDON,

10y 7 McCaul Street, Toronto.
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MARRIAGE PAPER . ot 2o eepondonts
GUNNELS’ MONTHLY, Toledo, Ohio
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.
Do QR
\Sm——) AMONE
A complete course by mail. Most practical system yet
evised.DOne n gach place FREE. ertg for glx‘-
culars to-da; UDLEY Corr. Business College, 377 Main
St., Buffalo, N. ¥ 10-5t
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Ladies, Try Madam . . . . .
Ireland’s Herbal Toilet Soap

Gentleman’s Ireland’s Shaving Bar. One of th %
ing soaps of En%gnd. It remov%s all blemishes, “%nlekadm
and frec! ns the skin and produces a clear an

kles, 80!

d
healthy compl o
2 t,y omnx::.xlon Sold by all druggists. 272 Church

Mention the Ladies’ Pictorial Weekly

L ntB Wantﬂd. gm” ind‘meel:;ll;m noEw.

pay wi 3 X~
perience unnecessary. Pleasant t work. éan devote all or
part time. Terms and outfit free. Brown Bros. Co., Toronto.
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OR THICK NECK. I have a positive
GI)“I‘O Cleanly, Harmless Cure. &Jme if

ou can, or write me at'2§ Livingstone St., Cleveland,
. DR. ]J. CAskry,
It is no Iodine smear. Gure made Permanent,
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FILL YOUR OWN TEETH

(N With DR. TRUMAN’S CRYSTALINE.
B It cures TOOTHACHE, it arrests pgcay, it
§ lasts a LIFETIME. You can fill your own
teeth easily, quickly, and without pain.
$1.00 per package. Will fill from six to
' twelve cavities. Sent by mail, post paid, on
,recell&t of price. Circular free.
A ONTREAL HEALTH AGENCY,
Beaver Hall Hill,

Address P. 0. Box 1¢8, &ontreal. Can, 1yr
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