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. entary forces are ‘divided into two parties, each having a well-
Idofined - pohcy, and bemg pervaded by a strong community of
Peoling. The appenarance of the Irish party and the breaking - up
8D the two historic English organizations into smaller factions are’
. _pldly making respon51ble governient impossible, even in the

fhne and uncertain, and a succession of weak and unstable govern-
_i—',,, testifies to the unsuitability of the system to the altered
B¥tonditions of public life. How much less is it adapted to a
: untry like Canada, where party distinctions ave largely ad-
ntitious 7 The election of the executive for a fixed term by a
midirect vote of the whole people, free from any interference or
Sontrol by the legislature, is the only way to prevent the corrup-
#fon that has made Canadian politics a byword. L H

GREYHOUNDS OF THE ATLANTIC. '
NHERE is more than a little commotion among the owners of the
va.rio'us'trans-Atlo.ntk steamship lines just now, and there can
‘no doubt that some startling changes are about to be set on foot.
mileage record has been published in London and New York,
ewmg the average rates of speod a.tta.med by vessels belonging to

fiem. The best showing is made by the North German line, and
the British Post Office Department, upon the impartial principle
f getting the best value for the public money, have awarded a
proportionate share of the trans-Atlantic mail contracts to that
e Tlus hns caused not alittle ammadversmn in the En«hsh

§ The most marked eﬂ‘ect however, has been produced upon the
#¢Cunard line, which is the wealthiest of all the maritime com.
3 games, and which, moreover, has the great barking-house of the
aBarings at its back. - For some years past no maritime entexjpnse

; neral  depression, but it is financially able to stand much
greater strains than any to which it has hitherto been subject.ed
d is regarded as'an easy first. The Government’s recent action in
thdrawing the trans- Atlantic mail contract from this corporation,

; tabiish its supremacy among the great maritime companies of
Ethe world. It purposes to build a new fleet of steamers, each

githe City of Rome. They are to be™ propelled by gas instead of
$eoal, thus economizing o large amount of space, and each vessel is

- weansome delay consequent upon a broken shaft. .
" All'this is significant, but there are other details of the scheme

more significant still. The new fleet will sail -from London |

" stead of at ngenstown. This ides opens up.endless possibilities

foountry whete it originated. Parlismentary majorities are shift-

gnd in issuing an injunction against it, was altogether unexpected,
Bnd the company, which has carried the mails without inter-
Fuption for about:forty years, feels intense chagrin. It has |
ojected a scheme which, if successfully carried out, bids fair to |

fne of which is to be a veritable greyhound of the Atlantic. In |
espect of ﬁttmgs and accommodation, as well as of speed, the ]
inew ships are to be ahead of anything now afloat, ‘while as regards |
size they will be exceeded only by the Great Eastern, and perhaps |

Mto be supplied with two screws, so as to obviate or abridge the *| -

’ direet instead of from Liverpool, and will call at Plymouth in-!

—nay, probabilities. Comparatively few passengers would ‘siil
from Liverpool if they liadl the option of embarking on a first-class
steamer at Loridon, London is the real starting point, as well as the
main pointof arrival, of four- fifths of trans-Atlantic’ passengers.
The railway journey between there and Liverpool -is long and
wearisome, a thing which most persons- would be thankful to
avoid. The channel passage, though not unattended with danger,
is most interesting, and except in a few isolated coses, the addi-
tional peril would really count for little or nothing. In o word,
the new route would not only he the fashionable one, but from
mere motives of convenience it would be patronized by protty
neatly everybody who had no pacticular reason for taking one of
the old routes. | ]

But a still more momentous result would be the blow inflicted
upon Liverpool, with its thirteen miles of docks, its boundless
forests of tall masts, and its long prestige as the most important
shipping port in the world. Quesnstown, of course, would also
suffer in proportion, but the proportion would be so small that one
almost loses sight of it.

Later devolopments of this important project will be looked
for with intorest and anxiety by all who are in the habit of going
down to the sea in ships. D

NOW OR NEVER—NOW AND FOREVER.

(From the Toronto World of Janvary 2041; ).

In the pending contest Mr. Blake. must either’ make a spoon or
spoil a horn. With him it is a caso of make or break. Asone
of bis followers has said : “What we require is a leader who wins,
:a.s Mowat does.” Mr. Mowat’s phenomenal success as a winner
long since excited admiration upon one side and envy upon the
other, while Mr. Blake’s failures to win have been conspicuous by
their frequency. He has never won anything that can be called
ja. considerable victory since the day he ousted John Sandfield
Macdonald from the premiership of Ontarjo. He was not in
the countey when his -porty was scattered to' the winds in
1878, but he necessarily shared in the consequences of ‘that
defeat, even to the extent of losing his own seat for South
Bruce. He was badly beaten in 1882, his personal retur 1
for West Durham "having been a matter of ‘course.” In' the
present contest Mr. Blake possesses adventitious aids such as he
never enjoyed before since he coufronted John Sandfield with the
Scott and railway cries. The repealers of Nova Scotia, the Homsé
Rulers and Rielites of New Brunswick, the Orangemen of Prince
Edward Island, the Rielites of Quebec, the Catholic vote of On-
tario—most of it at least—are all within his reach. - Tobe beabén
again under such circumstances would be to be- beaten' indeed:
We are not now discussing the cost of victory under such circum-
stances. That will take care of itself should s victory be achievéd:.

At this juncture defeat would mean to Sir John the winding up
of along and heavy account with & country which is still his
debtor. To Mi. Blake it would signify that he had missed his
chance and must make way for Mr. Mowat, the man who wins
victories.

- . It is now or never with the lea.der of the Federal Opposition,
and now and forever with the leader of the Federal Government.

I3 there anything which is more certain to sap the foundations
of morality than the public maintenaiicé of a creed.which has
long censed to comwmand the assent and even -the respeot of lts
reco«vmzed defenders i—Farrar's Seekers After God



