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ientary forces are divided into two parties, eacb having a wall-

,efined policy, and baiiig pervaded by a strong cornmunity of
~aeting. The appearanca of -the Irish party and the br.eaking -up
ýf the two historic English organizations into amallar factions are
.apidly rnaking respensible goemrnant impossble, aven in the

.oUntry whera it originatad. Farliamentary majoritias ara shift-

i»g and uncartain, and a succession of waak and unstabia goveru.
)enta tastifies to the>unsuitsbiiity of the system to the altorad.

[onditions of public life. How rnuch leas is it adspted to a
Duntry 'lika Canada, wbera party distinctions ara largaly ad-
entitious 1 Tha alaction of the exacutive for a fixad tarmn by a
ireet vote of tha whole people, free fromt any interférence or
utrol by tha legisiature, is the only way to preveut the corrup-

on that has made Canadian politics a byword.. L. H.

GBEYFHOUNDS 0F THE ATLAN TIC.
*HERE is more than a littia commotion among the owners of the

various .trans-Atlant ic staamship linas j ust now, and thara can
Lne doubt that soea startling changes ara about te ha set on foot.Imileage record bas beain pnblished in London and New 'York,
ewiag the avaragb rates of spacd attained by vessais belongiag te

leprincipl lines. From thia record it appears that thare ara
~aen steamahipa traversiag the Atlantic which average as much aq,,

oter aightly more than, sixteen knots a day. 0f these elaven, only

ÎL~E M ara the, property of British companias. Nina others, of
~hich only.four are Britishi, average upwarçis of fiftaan knots par
emar. The hast showing is made by the North Gerunan line, and
e British Post Oiffice Department, upon the impartial principla
gatting the hast, valua for the public mcney, have awarded a

~rportionate share of the trans-Atlintic mail contracts te that
ie. This bas causad net a little animadversion in the Engiah

anss sd it iis suggested by several influential papars tbat from
Patriotic motives, En-lish mails should Le sent in English'ships.
1-The most rnarked affect, bowevar, bas beeni produced upon the
Onurd lina, which is the wealtbiest, of ahl the maritime comn-
g'anies, and which, mereovar, bias the gre)at bar.king-house of the
Baringa at its bacir. For soe years past ne maritime enterprisa

~as made mney, and the Cunard Company lias shard in the

eas1 dapression, but it is flnancially able to stand rnuch

dis ragarded as'an easy first. The Govermrent's recent action in
ithdrawing the trans-Atlantie mail contract froin this corporation,
nd in issuing au injunction againgt it, was altogether unexpacted,
nd the cornpany, which bas carried the mais without inter-

uption for about forty years, feels intense chagrin. It bias
rojacted a acharna whîch, if successfully carried eut, bide fair te
stablish its supremaoy smeng tba great maritime companies ef

ha world., It purposes to build a new fleet of steamers, each
ne cf whicb is te ha a veritable greyhound cf the Atlantic. In
aspect of fittings and accommodation, as wvell as of syeed, the

naw ships ara te bca head of anytbing iiow afloat, whiila as regarda
~ize they will be exceeded only by the G~reat Easstern, and perhapa
lthe City, of Rorne. They are te bie propallad by gas inatead cf

èoal, thus aconon'iing a large amounit of'space, and aach vassal ia
te ba suppliad.with two screws, se as te obviata or abridge the
w~eafisome delsy consaquent upen a broken shaft.

Ail' this- is significant, but thera ere other dataila cf the acharna
moeaignificant stili. Tise new fooet will eaul from Londeùh,

ireet, *instead. of from Liverpool, and wil* eal] at Plymputh in-ý
»64ea of at Qgenstown, This idev; pens lup endless poasibilitias'

-nay, probabilities. Cornparatively few passenger. s .would ýsasii
from Liverpool if they hatethe option of embarking on a first-clas
steamer at Lonidon. London is the real starting point, as well as the
main point of arrivai, of fourfifths of trans-Atianti6 passengers.
The railway journey betwaen there and Liverpool is long and
wearisome, a thing whiclb iost persons would La thankful to
avoid. The channel passage, though not unattended with danger,
is most interesting, and except in a few isolated cases, the addi-
tional peril would really count for littie or nothing. In a -word,
the new routew~ou1d net only hae the fashionable oe, but from
mere motives of convenience 'it wouId ba patronized by protty
nearly everybedy who had no partîcular reason for takînig oe of
the old routes.

But a stili more naomentous resuit would be the blow inflicted
,upon Liverpool, with its thirteen miles of docks, its boundles
forests of tail masts, and its long prestige ns the meat important
shipping port in the %ýorid. Queeustown, of course, would also
suifer in proportion, but the proportion would be so srnail that; one
alnost loses sighit of it.

Later devealopments of this important project will Lie lookad

for with intorest and anxiety by ail who are in the habit of going
.down to the ses in ships.

NOIV OB NE VEIR-NO W ANDJ .FOBEVRR.

(Fi-ont the 'Toroitto lWorld of Jaiuary 401h.)
IN the pending centest Mr. Blakeo must either maka a spoon or

spoiJ a hemn. Withi hua it is a case of make or break. As one
of bis foIlowers bas said: "Wblat wve raquira is a leader who wvins,
bas Mowat doas." .Mr. Mowst's phienomanal success as a winner
-long since excited admiration upon one side and envy upon the
other, wvbile Mr. Blake's failures te wvin have been censpicuous by
their frequency. Ha lias neyer won anything tliat can bc called
a considerabie victory since the day hae ousted John Sandfield
Macdonald frorn the prarniarship of Ontaio. Hea was not ici
the country when bis -party wvas scattered te the winds in
1878, but hae neccssarily shared in the consequances of tbat
dafeat, aven te the extant of losing bis own seat for South
Bruce. Ha wvas badly beatan in 1882, bis personal return'
for West Durhami havîng beau a matter of course.' In the
present contest; Mr. Blake posseasas adventitious aida such as lia
neyer enjoyed before since ha conifronted John. Sanidtiald wvith the
Scott and maîlway cries. The repealers of Nova Scotis, the Horné
Rulers and Rielites of Newv Brunswvick, the Orangemen oif Prince
Edivard Island, the miantes of Quabec, the Oatholic vote of Ou-
tarie-most of it at least-are ail within bis reach. To bie beaten
again undar such circumatancas would La to ba beaten, indeed.
We are net ncw discussing the ceat of victory under suici circum-
stances. Thiat willtaka cari of itself slould avictory be achiaved.

At this junetura dafeat would mean te Sir John the winding up
of a -long and haavy account witb a country which is stili bis
debtor. To Mir. Blaike it wouid signify that hae hsd rniased Èis
chance sud must make wvay for Mr. Mowst, the nman 'Who: wins
victories.

It ià uow or neyer with the leader of tha Faderai Opposition,
and nos' and'forever with the leader of the Faderai Governrnt.

la thera ahything wvhichi is more certain to sap the. founda tiofis
of morslity than the public maintenance of a creed..wbvich lias
long èeasèd to command the assant and aven the respect of itis
recognized dafanders 1--Farrara Seekers .Afier God.


