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“THE: ONTARIO : WORKMAN.

| - FOR ‘
CHRISTMAS !

THOSE FUR TRIMMED

_ BEAVER  OVERCOATS,

AT $18, WORTH $17,

So Much in Demand this Season,

The Mechanics of 'l‘oronto will find our
Establishment up to theu' requlrements in
every line of

Gonods Suitable for the Season.

Particular attention given to Houge

* Furnishing Goods, such as

BLANKETS,
QUILTS,
SHEETINGS,
TOWELLINGS, &c.

G & J. W.C0X & CO.
Fashionable Olothiefs,‘

iigw'ro 121 KING ST.,. TORONTO.

CHRISTMAS.’ AND NEW YEARSY
, PRESENTS, . .

R. MACKENZIE’S,

864 1-2 Yonge Street,
‘Has t:he Cheapest Stock in the City of

Work.. Boxes, Desks, Albums,

PAPIER MACHIE GOODS,

GAMES, DOLLS,
TOYS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS,
AND

General Fancy Goods,

Allof which will be found of superior quality.
2% Remember the Nameand Number,

R. MACKENZIE,
804} YONGE STREET.

CAUTION TO SMOKERS.

—

Western Golden RBirds Eye Tobacco, registered
(superior to Miller's, England), is sold only in Packets,
at X5c¢, 30c, and 55¢ each. .

THE IMPERIAL, 324 YONGE QTREET
36-tk

4T All communications should be addressed to the

- Office; 124 Bay Street, or to Post Offico Box 1025.

‘We wish it to be distinctly understood that we do not

l:lold ourselves resaonsible for the opinions of correspon-
ents.

WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAN,

She Outariv Worknour,

- T ORONTO, THURSDAY, DEC. 19, 1872,

- CONVICT LABOR.

The Globe recently published an arti-
cle entitled “objections to conviet labor,”
and, no doubt, many ‘of its readers may
admire the ingeniousness of the argu-
ments adduced, and conclude, with thc
‘manifested complacency of the writer of
the article, that it furnished a sufficient
reply to the ““objections” which it com-
bats, and that therefore the whole matter
is now ¢ quite settled,” and there i8 no
use saying anything more aboutit. Yet,
after all, the *objections” which have
been. so ably combatted and entirely

- annihijlated are only those which have
. been specially “ set up” for the occasion

by the writor of the .article, and do not

- yepresent the objections that have been
~taken by the working classes to the

~ “arrangements that have been ontered

into between the Ontario Government

" and. the Canada Car Company—con-

sequently, the argumients being “based

. upon false premises, the gntire article—

elaborate though it. may be-—shoots
mde, .very wide, of the mark which, we
.presume, it was intended to hit. It
certamly must be a.dmxtted that “it-is
. always .a difficult thing to determine |

: what is to be done with the conviets of

Cen

aconntry"’ ‘but we do notthink that

' sny one, for & moment, could contend

.- that_they 8 should be kept in enforoed

" idleness—and - -yot -this, is~the stand |

pomt from which the writer in the Globe
. ha Been. dxsommg the queat:on. -Few,
we “think, will object to convxcta bemg

1 compelled to WQI‘].(, and thus, to some

extont, contributing to their mainten-
anco while undergoing sentonce, but, as
our correspondent put it last weok,
the ecxception taken ig not to the em-
ploying of eriminals, but to the manner
of so employing thom, as proposed by
the Ontario Government.” -

The question of convicet labor has oc-
cupied comsiderable attention in the
United States during the past fow
years, and in 1871 a commission was
appointed by the Legslature of New
York, to examine and consider the
whole " question of prison labor in its
rclation to free labor. The commis-
sioners visited somo fourtoen State In-
stitutious, and examined orally some
ninety-six witnesses. Qurspace forbids
that we should. give anything like a
synopsis of the report presented by the
comnfissioners, but from an avalyzation
of the mass of testimony gathered, the
following propositions are fairly deduci-
ble from, and sustained by, tho ovideuco,
a8 taken at the mouth of the witnesses,
or furnished in writing :—

1. ¢ That the contract system of prison
labor is bad, and should be abolished.”

The evidence taken preponderates
greatly on the side of this proposition,
and the names of the witnesses examined
is a’sufficient guaranty of the value of
their testimony. The judgment of the
workingmen, too, was unanimous, and
very decided in opposition thereto. So
far as their knowledge extended, they
believed it injurious to the prisonors,

but were positive, without exception, in |

the belief that it was an injury to them.

2. “The industries of a prison, as well
a8 its diseipline, ought, ordinarily, to be
managed by its head.”

The Globe remarks : It is naturally
theught that those who add so much 1o
the public expense ought to be made,
as far as possible, to contribute to their
own maintenance;”’ and yet it advo.
cates a system that operates to the
special advantage of speculators.  The
mass of evidence adduced on the above
point goces to prove that the contractors
reallzed from 66 to 100 per cent. on the
capital invested in ythe business, and
that several contractors at the end. of an
administration of from five to ten years,
retired with an ample fortune, In view
of these facts, we ask whether, under
the contract system, the prisoners con-
tribute as far as possible to their own
maintenance? But let us proceed :
Another proposition is:

3. “The opposition of the working-
men of the State is to the contract sys.
tem alone, and not at all to industrial
labor in prisons.”

Here, we think, the whole matter
hinges. While the ovidence in this
particular went to show that the pro-
ducts of prison labor did not sensibly
affect prices or wages, taking the whole
couniry together, yet it was cqually true
that prices in some localities were
affected. We quoto an example: - Ac-
cording to the testimony taken by the
commissioners, fully one-half of the
commercial -values produced by shoe-
mbking in New York resnlt from prison
labor, consequently it is those who fol-
low that branch of industry who com-
plain of the competition of prison pro-
ducts, yas it very materially aflects
them. And what remedy do they pro-
pose for the ‘evil which exists so much
to their'prejudice?  Is it to forbid all
industrial labor in the prisons, close the
workshops, and lock the prisoners in
their cells, to be a burden to the com-
munity, and to sink them still lower in
the scale of humanity? Not at all;
Bit the cure they suggest is'simply 'to
multiply the trades pursued in prisouy
~to diffuse them as it were, among the
different craﬂs If this were done, of
course the prison products would not
80 matcnally affect the, market of that
particular’ industry, and no ‘one trade
would be ovércrowded by an_inflax of
discharged criminals. Now in-refer-
‘ence to. the Canada. Gar G‘dmpany, the
entvre available -libor ‘of the Central
Prison will be utilized i in one branch of
industry, and consequently the creation
of this.¢ ‘Me'panii)ered monopoly” can-

not but affect injuriously the free lahor

that bas hitherto been employed in ‘that
‘branch,

aré part of the populatxon of tbe coun: | o

It ia true that * our onmmals-

try, and if they had not become what
-they are, would just so far haveincreased
the amount of competition among the
different clasecs of free laborers;' but
in that case the country would have
roapod the beneﬁt of their industry.
whercas mow, on thc one hand, the
benefit will go into tho pockets of the
contraotors, and on the other, it is not
at oll probable that the competition
would be confined to one branch of
industry.

Othor propositions deduciblo from the
ovidence do not bear upon the subject
in hand. But like causes' produce like
results, and it is because the working-
men here beliove the contract system to
be most pernicious, and one of the very
worst evils of which our social system
hus to complain, and also that prison
labor being confined to one particular
branch of industry is “evil only, and
that continually,” that they have raised
their objections——and intend to continue
to urge those objections—againat convict
labor being so utilized.

THE PAST AND THE PRESENT;
OR, WHAT WE OWE TO THE
MECHANIC

To nothing are wo so much 1ndobted
for the improved condition, increased
comforts, and elevation of mind and
intcllect among all civilized people, as
to the discoveries, inventions, and im-
provements in the mechanical arts.

Since the days of Watt, Bolton, and
Arkwright, all the great movements
affecting the condition of the different
orders and ranks in society owe their
origin, or have been made practicable,
only by the introduction and use of
machinery as aids to human industry.

In the “good old times” those who,
by hereditary rights, or by superior
prowess, assumed or usurped. the right
to rule over the great laboring masses,
were content to have their wants sup-
plied, whether of courtly display and
extravagance, or of predatory warfare
upon their rivals, without 2 thought or
care as to the amount or kind of labor
required for gratifying the demands of
their pride and ambition.

The tillers of the soil, the artisan, and
the manufacturer, all upon a common
level, were regarded as merc serfs, use-
ful only as producers of what was re-
quired by the higher order.

Labor-saving machinery has changed
all this. 1t has been the great elevating
und equalizing agency of modern times,
and made it possible for the mechanic
and the laborer to supply his wants and
to surround himself with comforts, eon-
veniences, and luxuries unknown in
former times to even the very highest
order. He is no longer the serf or de-
pendent of other ranks, compelled to
devote his life, subject to their will, in
ministering to the wants of others, for
the mers right of existence for himself.

All this we owe to the mechanic and
mechanical arts.. The great movement
in this direction is still going on at con-
stantly : accelerated ratio. One i improve-
ment only stimulates to another; a
comfort or luxury for to-day 18 2 neces-
sity for to-morrow; one improvement

‘or advance secures the means and op-

portumty for still further triumphs,

The mechanic of to-day is not defined,
as heonce was by a literary lion of the
old aristocratic court circles, as “a. low,
mean fellow.” He may, if he improves
his opportunities, be the peer of men in
any vank or proféssion.—JIron Moulders'-

-Journal.
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THE POSITION IN ENGLAND

e—

The labor crisis.in England is more
nmportant than most Englishmen imag-
ine. The alxenatmyhat has been year
after year and., decade after decade fos-
tered by the indifference of the clergy
and the pride of the wealthy laity is
now bringing forth its fruits. -QOur ad-
vices from the old country by each mail
inform us'of a deeply seated and wide
spreadmg disaffection in the minds of
every . class of wage-earning people
from the Tweed to Land’s End and
from London to Dublin.

The well-drilled London police: ha.vo

"been inopen revolt and - far-sighted-

nien:see 'in- this"h sign of ‘inseourity

" fﬁ:;nevitable conmon shiall occur

in the wenlthy metropolis..  The servile
telograph mossengers of Dublin have
rebelled, The gas men in London
placed the metropolis in darkness. The
abject agrioultural laborers of the rural
districts have been on striko and bave
formed an immense union, The potters
of Staffordshire have been locked out,
and 25,000 persons have becn out of
employment. We cannot give space to
enumerato Barnsley, Congleton, and a
hundred other towns where capital and
lubor are in disagrecmont, and inferior
and superior officials aro at loggerheads.
The labor erisis is, we aay, most serious
for the eapitalist anq the statesman.

If legislation had been by the people,
for the people; if capital had viewed
the laborer as the possessor of & human
soul—then this erisis had never hap-
pened.— Trade Journal.

——————m- @ -P——

" MECHANICS' LIEN LAW.

We have spoken of the advisability
of workingmen. agitating the question
of a mechanics’ lien law. Wo are
pleased to know that the subject is ro-
ceiving attention, and gladly reproduce
from the Ottawa Frec Press.of the 9th
inst., an article bearing upon the ques-
tion. We commend this matter to the
earnest attention of Mr., Witton, M. P,
for Hamilton,and hope that through
his efforts legislation may be had upon
it during the coming scssion. In the
meantime, we invite further correspon-
dence in relation to it.

" CHAMPION FIRE KINDLERS.

trer—

My, C. H. Annis of this city, is manu-
facturing a néw fire kindler. It is a
highly inflammable compound, and of
such power, that one small cake will,
without shaving or paper, kindle any
wood fit to burn. The ‘introduction of
this article supplics a want that bas bden
long felt, as it is without doubt the
cheapest, cleanest, and best fire kindler
we have seen. We are sure, from our
experience of the article, that those
housewives who give them a fair trial,
will not any longer be without them.
They can be had of Messrs. Wm. Spar-
row, 87 Yonge st., A, McFaren, 186
Queen st. east, and many other stores
in the city. The wholesale manufac-
tory is 77 Qak St. Mr. A. is a practical
workingman, and we hope his enterprise
will be successful.

THE FORESTALLER.

————

There is no evil with which the
honest toiling masses have to contend,
more intolerable to be borne than the
forestalling of the neccessaries of life.
We know’of no wretch in socicty more
thoroughly contemptible and infamous,
withal, than the forestaller, _

No language “of condemnation is too
strong to be applied to the trader, who
dcliberately buys up the food and fuel
that are ubsolutely esscutial to the sus-
tenance of human life, for the purpose
of extorting the highest p0551ble prices.
He is infamous all over. He is worse
than the highway robber; because, in
the case of the foot-pad there are some

chances of his being arrested and pun-

ished. Your money, to the full amount,

may be retupped.  But the forestuller
| robs you wit out dotection and without
redress. He takes -your money from
your pocket, under the plea of the laws
of tmde,.a.nd he never returns it. His
head is lifted above yours in socioty at
the very- moment that he picks your
purse of your hard earnings. He is
called a gentleman—and you—me only
a poor mechanic !

- How long shall this outrageous abuse
continue? How long? Why it will
continue untxl labor, everywhere, takes
its redress info its-own hands. Not by
violence. Not in putting down the
wrong-doer by doing wrong. But by
the organization of labor for self protec-
tion—by purchasing direet of the pro-
ducer, and letting the forestaller go—to
Hahfm! By establishing co-operative
stores among Gurselves, where we can
buy our own food, clothing, groceries
and fuel. By employing trusty agents,
of our own choosing, who will secure
for us everything we wunt for cash, at

prime cost. ..
That's the way to do 1t Tbnt’s the

way it can be done.

Down thh the forestaller !—-.S’hopmatc.’

[CONTRIBUTED.]
ONLY A MECHANIC!

Sir,—In my ramble through the world, ¥
have frequently came in coutact with indi-
viduals who, often apeaking of & mechanic,
generally express their feelings in words some.
thing like : ‘“Oh ! a poor. workman ; is that
all I and oxpressed in such a contemptuous
tone as would lend people to believe that the
speaker must be eomewhat of a suporior being
when compared with the ‘‘ poor tradesman,”
The individuals who delight most in thugs
giving vent to their feclings are gencrally to -
bo found in the class known as ‘‘counter-
hoppers,” ¢ quill-drivers,” &c. Mark the
swagger of that dry goods clerk as, arrayed in
his best suit, for which he has not yet paid
the tailor, he sallies forth in the cvening to
take a atroll in the *“ pawk ” or sponge on his
more affiuent acquaintance. Doyou not mark
his lordly mien, how like a true noble ho
daintily stops aside to let pass the sturdy
blacksmith whom Lo encounters on his way,
afraid that he msy be contaminated by the
vile touch of that ‘‘poor tradesman.” Often
has my blood boiled with indignation when
by chance I had been brought in conflict with
such individuals, and I have frequently attri-
buted their opinions to ignorance or preju- .
dice ; but on calmer reflection I am grieved to
say that thoy have some grounds for their
conduct. "The truth is, workingmen, as a
rule do not respect themselves sufficiently,
They do not, when they should, look mpon
their reapective trades with the same feeling
of pride and honor as the doctor or lawyer
regards his profession. They do not, by their
conversation and conduct, seck to ele.vate
lIabor to tho same dignity as the professions,
and prove to their fellow-men that in all
things labor is honorable. True, in this
“Canada of ours,” we have in the ranksof
the workingmen many who will yet take
their places in sociely as judges, senators,
merchants, &c., but, alas! how few are they
when compared with the number who consider
it more genteel to stand behind a connter and
deal out pins and tape than to swing the
sledge, plane a board, or cut stone. Ia mot
the money made at blacksmithing as good as
the money made by your two-penny clerk, aud
does not the blacksmith always get more
pay ! Look down the broad roll of fame, and
you will find that the majority of the men
whose names are inscribed on it, worked their
way up from the ranks, and obtained their
first Jessons from the book purchased by the
money earned by the sweat of their brow.
Are not the workingmen the mainstay of a
country, and were it not for their labors could
society exist 2 Must not the artist lay down
his brush and the poet his pen, must not the
philosopher suspend his operations and the
voice of the orator be dumb, would. not the
jewelled crown become a worthless bauble;
and the most stately palace a region. of desola-
tion were it not for the labor of the agricul.
tarist and croftsman? Then, why should not
workingmen feel proud at being able to stand
forth and say, ‘‘We aro tradesmen?’ Let
workingmen ever remember that labor has
been ennobled by the chosen ones of the earth,
nay, even the Saviour of the ‘world, having
worked at a trade, Let them ever keep this
in mind ; let them be as jealous of the reputa-
tion of their follow-workmen- as they are of
their own good name ; and in time, instead of
the sneer of “ tradesman” being thrown at
them, they will yet hear those individuals
exclaim, ‘“Oh, that I were a tradesman !’ ~

PETLEY AND DINEEN’S CARISTMAS PRESENTS
IX Casu,.—OQur lady readers will please re-
member that a special discount of ten per cent.
will be allowed on all cash purchases Quring
the remainder of this month, at Petley and
Dineen’s silk and clothing house,

THE ‘“GowDEN BonNEr”—This establish-
ment; No. 115 King Street East, are offering
great bargains in dry goods and ready-made
clothing. J. & J. W. Cox deserve the thanks
of the laboring classes for their liberality in
selling goods to them at very low prices.

M::. JoaN CLEMENTS A CANDIDATE FOR ST.
GEORGE’S \WWARD, —This gentleman’s card will
be found in another column. His friends are
confident that he will be elected, as he is very
popular in the Ward, and made a good repre *
sentative when he served the city as Alderman
on a former occasion.

A. 8, Irving, King Street West, hag just
published oné of Josh Billings side-splitting
works—the “‘Spice Box.” No lover of quaint
humor can afford to be without this work, and
a perusal of one of its chapters will save in
medicine treble the amount of the price of the
book. ‘‘Laugh and grow fat,” is a well
known maxim.

““ The Bazaar,” 164 Yonge Street, is liter
ally crammed with goods suitable for presents
at this scason. Our readers would do well to
visit this place at once and make their pur-
chages, as the prices of the articles offerod are
very low, which will be a boon to the working
classes. The proprietor (Mr. Crawford) of
‘ The Bazaar,” deserves to be encouraged in
his laudable efforts to gratify his customers in

. the matter of varioty of goods for these holi-

day times at low prices.

“Gh. M. LvNN’S CHEAP BoOT AND SHOE STORE.
—This favorite establishment for the sale of -
boots and shoes is at 133 Yongo street, oppo- :
-site - Temperance stroet. . The goods sold are
oqual in. quality to any in tho market, and yob
the: prices are excué,mgly low. Mcohsmel
are espocially invited to vmt Mr.: Lymu :
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