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expression of lier countenance cbecked ne!
andl at last, taking il aip seriousty, 1 endea-
vuured, by .cvery- argument that suggestedl
itself te nie, caing i the aid of religion,-
philosophy and common sense, te demolisl
tahe I ould et mgiater myscî taisdt eIn
vain;e oerlie imagfation hadel rae.
for a moment lier belief wavcred. Wlieu I
arose te depart, îvhicli 1 did, premiSing My-
self te rcturn again and again, xwlîen I bad
considered thte case a liItle, she gave me a
letter sealed witlî black, te deliver te lier
liuisband after lier deatlî. Reflection added
considerably Ie the urneasiness I alrcady
fêlt. I saw ii lier altered form Nvhtat dire
Liavoc imagination.i had alrcady made ; and
vhien thîe extreine nervous susceptibihity of
lier systeni was considered, tliere wvas but
tee muIli reason te al)prehiend the very wvorst
miglît liappen, uniess lier îîîiîd ceuld lie re-
lieved frein ifs present state of painful teui-
sien by sorne niost satisfaetory an<l conclusive
nîcaus. Telling lier liusband lis wife re-
quired amusement and change, and request-
in0' lîîun te procure lier daily soine frïeuidly,
socîety, se titat slîe slîould be as little alone
as possible, I paid lier inyseif long and f re-
quent visits. Ahi ny spare momuents 1 cml-
ployed in seareliing books for ancdotes and
arguments, vhîich 1 trnsted miglit prove lce
convincing tIanînyown. Ofîeii in tliieit
1 coiîgratulatedl myscif oui laving found serne
new liglit wlierciu te place it, Iliat must at
once satisfy lier. Stili in vain ;aIl my ef-
forts faiied iii chîanging intu litsitation the
firin, fixed beliet, se clearly te bc read iii ber
calai, unournXil eyes. My prescriptions
tailed equally in impreving lier bedi[y lîcalii.
I saw lier ivaste alinuit as I wvatched lier; 1
f èlt lier pulse grow slower and weaker un-
der îny fingers, and thîe fatal niglit ivas J'car-
fully near at biaud. Mly anxiety rose alnîost
teouided I aux lîersuaded that a
fortniglit of sucli suffcring would have finish-
cd thîe doctor as wcll as thec patient. AI
imaginable expedients I tlîouglit of and re-
jectecd-aniong ethers, that of bribing twvc
meii te coine forward and confess they liad
entered her apartment, and acted the warn*
ing scene for a lark or a nger ; but as slit
Vold mie tlueir features were indelibly un
presseil upon lier mmnd, 1 abandoned that.
The seheme on wluich. I pauscd te longcst
was that of giving her, on the fatal aiglit,
dose of laudanum, se tluat she should sheci
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over the d1readed heur; but lier rajuidiy-in-
creasing weakness obligea me to relinquisli
that, as too dangerous ; ind the nearer the
day approachied, the more obvious it became
that her constitution wvould. not stand opium,.
I asked the opinion of scveral of the most
eminer.t inedical men of the day ; but, (as I
could not introduce any of them to lier with-
out at once proving te ber lîow iii I thougli:
lber, and ivhich. iould bave had the most
disastrous cifeet,) without seeing ber, and
understanding lier teniperament, thcy could
flot coneive the danger, and thouglit site
would geV over it wiih a frigILît Thrown
thus on aîy oîvn resources, with the life of
this young ecature, a wife and mother, de-
pending on the wisdom of my treatment, I
negleeted most of my other patients to de-
vote nîyself to lier, and spend ail my even-
ings with lier and lier husband. lier mnan-
ners w'ere always most winaing-, but became
daily more su,; site spoke o ils ail with such
an affeetionate expression. IL appeared ai-
most as îliough she seuglit te secure oar love
fur lier mcmory, whien she hierseif should bc
summoned away.

On the evening of the 8tlî of April, the
eveîîing but one before the dread niglit, she
ivas suddenly seized with a violent fit of hy-
steries, succeeded by fitinting fils. Colonel
Delawvare, wvho for sonie turne past bail, with
flic usnai blindriess of afllection, imagined
tliat luis wife wvas recovering, now, for the
first trne, as lic kînelt by tlie side of tle bed
te w'hicli we liad carried bl, perceived part-
ly the imminence of lier danger. I ehicered
iiiiii, pour fellowv, as ninelu as possible, and
on seein- _Mrs. D)elaware eemparatively res-
tored, I returnced home ; and aftcr a iîlit of
init anxious consideratîoîî as to, mean s of
gctting my patient over the drcaded raid-
niglit hour, tue reinenîbrance of a play 1 bail
seen wvlen a boy flaslied upon rny mi, and
1 instantly detcruuined te adopt the old stage
trick of changin- the clocks. Xy plan,
though it preseuted some difficulties, was
soon arranged in my nîind, and I began, for
tlic first time for several days te entertain

* ope. Tîte next eveniing 1 confided te the
Colonel that bis ivife bad a fixcd idea that
on the following niglît she would bave an

*attack similar te tlhe eue shu had just recov-
ercd from, wlîicli would be thie crisis of ber

a malady; that I myseif thought it net im-
probable the cxcitcd state of ber nerves


