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THE results of the tests of Canadian building stones in pro-
gress at the School of Practical Science, Toronto, will be looked
for with much interest by architects, but especially by quarry
owners, many of whom will doubtless be largcl‘y benefitted by

th

the publicity which will be given to the merits of their material.

A MOVEMENT 13 on fool in London with the object of erectin
a statue of Queen Victoria at i cost of about $76,000. Few wiﬁ
be inclined to disagree with our New York contemporary,
Avrchitecture and Building, in the opinion that “ No more
deserved tribute could be erected to any ruler, whether its
donors be actuated by a love of freedom, desire for industrial
and art progress, or wish to promote any other branch looking
towards the advancement of a people in the arts of civilization.”

. THE City Council of Toronto should lose no time in appoint-
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The publisher desires lo ensure the regular and prompt delivery of fiis
Journal o every subscriber, and requests that any cause of compiarnt in
this particular be reporled at once to the office of publicalion. Subscribers
10ho may change their address chould alwe give prompt notice of same, and
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inga p City Engincer.  The fitness of Mr. Cunning-
ham, who has been the acting city engineer since Mr. Jenning’s
retirement, has been called in questi Mr. ingham has

demanded and is entitled 10 receive a prompt investigation into

his character and ability, both of which have been attacked.  If

he is competent to fill the position, it should be given 10 him in

preference to a stranger.  His Cuniliarity with the business of ,
the department shculd enable him to push forward more expe-

ditiously the important public works which require to be com-

menced during the coming season.  [f he is not the man for the

place, there is the greater need for dispatch in selecting a com-

petent man for the position,

It is understood to be the intention of the contractors for the
erection of the new Toronto drill shed to have the cut stone
work done in the Province of Quebec, the object being to get
the benefit of cheaper Jabor, ‘The Toronto Stone-cutters’ Union
is strongly protesting against this action, and announce their
determiniction not to handle any stone on which the work shall
nat be done in Toronto. Our sympathies are with the local
stonecutters in this matter. The city of Toronto gave to the
Government a valuable site for the building, and the local stone-
cutters who will be called upon to bear their proportion of
assessment on account of the cost thereof, bave a right (o expect
that the benefits arising out of the employment of skilled labor
required in the erection of the building should go to local work-
men.

AN article recemly printed in the Lvening News of Toronto,
called attention to the lack of facilities, such as ladders and fire
escapes, for the removal of patients from the General hospital,
in the event of fire securing a hold upon the institution, Dr.
O'Rielly, superintendent of the hospital, in reply states that
while there may be a lack of fire-escapes and ladders, these
appliances have been rendered almost entively unnecessary by
the perfect provision made within the building for the prevention
of fire, and that the wide corridors and stairways would afford
casy means of cgress for the pitients.  Without questioning the
fact that_every precaution deemed necessary has been taken to
prevent fire from obtaining headway within the buildings, until
such a contingency is entirely beyond possibility, means should
be at hand for removing patieats from the windows of the upper
stories. [t can scarcely be necessary that these upper windows
should be secured by iron bars as in the article in_question is
stated to be the case. Thus barred, they arc deprived of their
value should an attack of fire make their use as the only means
of escape from the burning building, necessary.  While on this
subject the hope may be exy d that all buildings erected in
the future for hospital or asylum purposes will be confined to
two stories in height and construcied of fireproof materials.

ublic water supply of London, Ontatio, in 1890, the Board of

ater C issi < f | the purchase of certain
springs near the bank of the River Thames that were utilized to
run a small factory or mill that was in a state of ruinous decay—
in fact, the building and machinery were of little value, The
owner, ascertaining the object of the Board, placed such an
exhorbitant price on the mill privilege, as he termed it, that the
Board concluded not to purchase.  On extension of the galleries
to within a few hundred ymds of the “privilege,” the springs

IN extending the subterrancan gmlerics for supplementing the
|




