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THE resuilts of the tests of Canadian building stones n pro.
gress at the School of Peractical Science, Torono, vil lo Ioked
for ith inuch interest by architects, but especially by quarry
owners, many of whom wili doubdless be largely benefitted loy
the publicity which will be given to the merits of their material.

A MOVEMENT IS on foot in London tvith the object of erecting
a statue of Queen Victoria ata cost of about $7o,ooo. Few wiii
be inclined to disagree with our Netv York contemporary,
Architecture and Buildtig, in the opinion that "No more
deserved tribute could be erected io any ruler, whether ils
donors be actuated by a love of freedom, desire for industrial
and art progress, or wish to promote any other bratnch lookingtowards the advancement of a people in the arts of civilization.

THE City Council fToronto should lose no time in appoint-
ing a comtpetent City Engineer. The fitness of Mr. Cunning-
ham, who bas been the acting city engineer since Mr. Jenning's
retirement, has been called in question. Mr. Cunningham has
demanded ani is entitled to receive a prompt investigation into
lis cltracter atd albility, both of which have been attacked. If
ie is competent to 611 lthe position, il should bc given to hin in
preference to a stranger. His f.niliarity with the business of,
lit department shuld enable him to push forward more expe-
ditiously the important public works which require to bc com-
mîsenced cuting lte comting setason. lf te is iot tlie an for the
place, there is the greater need for dispatch in sclecting a cotm-
petent man for the position.

Ir is understood to be hlie intention of the contractors for the
erection of the new Toronto drill shed to have the cul stone
work donc in the Province of Quebec, the object being to get
tise benelit of cheapet laibor. The Toronto Stone-cutters Union
is strongly protesting against this action, and announce their
detenination îlot to hantdle anîy stone on which the work shall
not be done in Toronto. Our sympathies are with the local
stonecutters in this natter. lIe city of Toronto gave to the
Goernment a valuable site for the building, and the local stone-
cutters who will be called upon to bear their proportion of
assessment on account of the cost thereof, bave a right to expec
that the benefits arising out of the cmployment of skilled labor
required in the erection of the building should go to local work-
men.

AH article recently prited in the LcEinig, News of Toronto,
called attention to tite lack of facilities, such as ladders and lire
escapes, for the removal of patients frot the Generai hospital,
in the event of lire securing a hold tpon the institution. Dr.
O'Rielly, superintendent of the hospital, in reply states that
while there nay bc a lack of fire-escapes and ladders, these
appliances iave been rendereti ainost cntircly unnecessary lby
Ite perfect provision mnade vithin the buildinç for the prevention
of lire, and Ihat lite wide corridors and slatrways would afford
easy ocans of egress for the patients. Witlhout questioning tlie
fact that every precaution deemed necessary has been taken to
preven lire from, obtaining lendwsay wihin the buildings, until
such a contingency is entircly beyond possibility, mans should
be at hand fot renoving patients fron the windowvs of the upper
stories. Il can scarcely be necessary that these tipper windotws
should be secured by iron bais as in hlie article in question is
stated to be the case. Thus barred, they arc deprived of their
value should an attack of fire nake their use as the only cncans
of escape fron the buming building, necessary. While on this
subject the hope nay be expressed tliat ail buildings erected in
the future for hospital or asylum purposes will be coifined to
two atories in leight and constructed of fireproof materials.

IN extending the subterranean galleries for supplenienting the
public vater supply of London, Ontlario, in *i 9, the Board of
Water Commissioners contemplated the purchase of certain
springs near the banik of the River Thames that were utilized to
rn a smail factoty or mill that wavs in a state of ruinous decay-
in fact, the building and machinery were of little value. The
owner, ascertaining the object of the Board, placed such an
exhorbitant price on the mill privilege, as lie termed it, that the
Board concluded not to purchtase. On extension of the galleries
to within a few hutdred yaîds of the "ptivilege," the springs


