
Mfounted Rifes our best Protection against Invasion.

son's views to our own. We give some
extracts; but we are tempted to enlarge
them, for the work is so constantly lighted
up by interesting anecdotes and "modern
instances" that is hard to know what to
select or when to stop in our quotations.
Were the work for sale here we should
advise our readers, military and civilian, to
procure it; but, as it is not to be had, we
shall give in extenso the passages bearing
on several questions of vital importance to
the Dominion.

Colonel Denison gives a very terse and
graphic sketch of the rare combination of
qualities which is needed to constitute a
good cavalry officer. Dash is indispen-
sable; but it must be guided by prudence.
le maintains that cavalrv must be led by a
general who understands the peculiar
characteristics of his force, or it will never
accomplish anything worthy of note.
" When it has been led by good generals it
has not been a mere stop-gap in the line of
battle; but an active co-operator.in the vic-
tory, overthrowing everything in its impetu-
ous rush, like the inundation of a mighty
river carrying away and destroying every
iipediment with its resistless force." " All
celebrated cavalry generals," he adds,
" have been noted for the energy, the zeal,
impetuosity, I may say the fire of their dis-
positions." There may have been famous
generals like Prince Rupert who have
lacked prudence; but none that were defi-
cient in dash and impetuosity.

The author very ably discusses the dis-
tinguishing traits of cavalry; and to prove
that it should never surrender he gives a
striking anecdote of one of the most farmous
captains of the Great Frederick. The
memory of his numerous campaigns and
victories has almost died out with the great
mass of readers; for the wars of NapOleon
and the Russian, German, Itallan, and
American campaigns have dwarfed the
contests of the last century, if not from
being of greater magnitude, at least fron
being nearer to our times. " Out of sight
Out of mind" may be applied to mighty con-
querors and their victories, as well as to a
lover and his conquests.

" An anecdote of General Seidlitz, Fred-
erick the Great's celebrated cavalry leader,
the most distinguished cavalry officer of

ancient or modern times, will not be out of
place here as an illustration of this prin-
ciple, as well as of the spirit which should
animate an officer of this arm of the service.
It is translated from Comte de Rochefort's
'Idées Pratiques sur la Cavalerie.' Seid-
litz, to whom Frederick owed the greater
part of his success, was so skilful, so vigor-
ous a horseman, that he could not conceive
how an officer df cavalry could be made
prisoner if his horse was not killed.

" Once he expressed this opinion while
escorting the king when he was captain of
the guard. Frederick, whon nothing
escaped, was struck with his remarks, and
decided to put him to the proof. The
opportunity soon presented itself.

" The escort was obliged to pass over a
bridge; the king stopped in the middle of
it, and turning towards Seidlitz, who was
surrounded in front and rear, said to him:

"' You pretend, Monsieur Seidlitz, that
an officer of cavalry ought never to be made
prisoner; certainly it is the idea of a brave
man, nevertheless, there are occasions
where one could surrender without dis-
honor. Suppose, for instance, that we
were enemies, you would not attempt to
pass by force. What would you do,.
then?'

"Seidlitz, prompt as thought, drove in his
spurs, and threw himself with his horse
into the torrent, and, without suffering any
injury, returned to the rear of the retinue
near the king, whom he saluted, saying:

Sire, behold my reply!'"
Colonel Denison's views are of the utmost

moment, for the steps which he recommends
for the organization of cavalry, would be
productive of a most effective corps, which
could be easily raised in a country like this,
where our men are good horsemen, and are
accustomed to the use of fire-arms. The
objection to heavy cavalry armed merelv
with the sabre, and even to dragoons, who
are accustomed to use the carbine only
while in the saddle, is that in a country like
this, where we have so much wooded land,
and such troublesome obstacles as Virginia
rail fences, a cavalry force would be con-
stantly at the mercy of a few riflemen.
Whatwe require is a combination of thefoot-
soldier and the horseman, so that a force of
cavalry meeting a body of infantry, strongly
posted, can dismount and dislodge their
enemy by the use of the rifle. This course
was successfully adopted by both the North
and South, during the recent American war,
as is shown by Colonel Denison:-

" The organization ofcavalry is a subject
concerning which there has always been a


