
Go vernment and the Canadi an Railways
Review of Relations of Government WitIs Canadian Roads-The
Railway Commission Report-Noitzer Majority nor-Minority Report
Acted Upon -General Favor Towards Geuernment Ownerskip.

By W. T. JÂCKMAN, M.A.

i the pro-secutien of the. war wit-h vigor andi
ation, there is probably no issue so imn-

ýor the welfare of the. country as the proper
present railway problern. The railways are
-elated te ail aspects, of the. natien's life that
Sof ail classes is affected- vitally byv the

1 final steps taken by th~e goveraiment in con-
-terri Upon the wis;dom and impartial judg-
ators in dealing with the railways will de-
ress which Canada is te make in the future,
nic advance and in social arnelieration. A
en. now andi perpetuated for years te comýre
le imposition of a barrier to the. dcvel<pment
r which couid net b. evercorme even by the.
initiative of the. people; and it 'is only as the

led adequaitely by such agenicies as the. rail-
ýy can gîve effect te their spirit- and deter-
uild up a great nation with the help o! our
Lirai reseurces. But if. the channels of cx-
ýxtensi-ve and i ntensive, siiould b. abIstruicted
of transportation wich did not readily re-
ýrowth of industry and trade, progreas wouid
nev'ttably by the organizctd im~pediment of an
i diId net accord with the. onward advane.
ie power of the. gevernient, by acting upon
i and intelligent view of tlie. tubicct witii
lie long-timec resuits, te aid ln the upbuilding
i; andt, on the contrary, by acting upon the.
iticai favorites or certain financial interests.

oMthl Ea1St and Wes1iarcd ini th lie le that ;L greVA future
awaited tii. couniry. "Ilt increaýue of thie ;agricultural
producis wVas alone 1taxjig unduiltY the. fa1cilities of dIl 4ex-
isttng raiiways, and it is ne odr that ilie railway cern-

anein the faýce of SUChI nprildecnîof tr-afic,
-aw the nec-ess'ty 0f add ingIgl t tir ii*e;ge and
their equipmeint. The Canadin Pacific bnci alrea1dy a1
fairly complete network nf unes4- intheweerpovce
as wel1l as in the east ; andi its roadway and equiprnenit, 'in-
cluding its termiinaIs, werc beîLig imipiovecd and increasefd

asfaSt a's thiS ce)Ulc IX' elTted-t( byV itS efcet ae
nment.

Anether network or roadway h1ac corne intlo opeIration
ini the WeSt under Ille Cainadiian Northerni R;ilwayv Co--

pany's manement. lt, texo, had be.en ex\lwingiiý raipidiy,
wjih the. oblect of c-aring for- the inc(reaýsing volume of
business that was ofrc by tii. proNIperouis commiunities
in that sectio-n cf the counitry ; butt in order te b-conme mnost
successfui this railway systemi feuinc it necessary to get
comnicriation xilli a port on iltrPci and 14o get accesa
to the, important comrilcities; of the1 at including
an Atlantiic port. Acodn ly, eneeii upon the
ambnlitious st-hiemet ef becomiing a scond rncntnta
lune, by consotucting its; road i troughi Briish Ciilumibia to
Vanc-ouver and i by bulin ro ini eastwvart to
'Montreal, wvith the ereetýion of utal trmiinai1fcltc
for the growing tra ii içib lit. h ee government
granteil tlle compal.ny a ubdyand lin Toq the ofcas
then in rierd <)f more funcisz for theý comjpleýtion 0f the lines
and terminal-- ef Ille road, pres;enteci their case te the
Dominion governmient anti aismkvd the latter to guarantoe
the. companty's bo-,nds.. TIi gocrnimicnt accedeti to this

rqstup to the. ameuit of $ý'4J,ooo),c-Oo of bonds, tipon
receiving in rcturii $ooo o f the comipatiy$ Stock
andi upon tii. assuirane that thc return-, fromi the Sale of
therse b-ondsý tOaLelher with Ille f uncs wiiich the comipany


