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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Lospox, Nov. 26.—A\ telegram has just
been given to the public announcing that Paris
is still confident, and that there is subsistence
in the city for two months and a half, bread for
cight months, and wine and brandy for & year.
A telegram says further that the French are
crecting additional defences on all sides. A
telegram dated Tours, 25th, says that rumors
arc afloat that a great sortic from Paris was
cffected on the 24th, Fighting was going on
at Montargis. Bourbaki has refused command
of the 18th Corps. He says he has formed an
army and has been deprived of its command,
and will not submit twice to this usage. He
wants active service, not orgmnization work. A
Versailles despatch says the military situation
this morning is very critical. The advance
guard of the Duke of Mecklenburg is at Cou-
lommiers. The French, under General Tierck,
occupy Le Muns. Another portion of the
Duke of Mecklenburg's army, moving from
Dreux to Curache, had reached Mumers, on
the north baok of the Semmelle, 20 miles
north-cast of Conlie.  The Germans from
Coulommiers, 55,000 strong, under Geueral
Von der Tann, yesterday, in wdvancing toward
Pithiviers, fell along the lines of General
D’ Aurellee de Paladines’ entrenched position at
Artenay and Bois Cramien. A serious engage-
went followed, but the result is not ascertained.

VErsAILLES, Nov. 27.—By a treaty just
strned, the Baden troops are incorporated with
the Federal army, and come under the sole
command and direction of King William and
the war office at Berlin. The Zribuane’s Berlin
correspondence of the 26th, says: Gen. Hazen
says that when he left Versailles ou the 17th,
not a single siego gun was in position, and that
not a foot could be taken without a regular
sieze, Fifty thousand French troops, under
General Gureck, have arrived at Tours for
Brittany. The Tribune correspondent at
Amiens says on Saturday afternoon there was
some smart fighting. Some Uhlans erossed the
Somme this moming, and now Amiens is
threatened. The Tribune's Versailles special
of the 25th says nothing definite is known of
the progress made between Mr. Odo Russell
and Bismarck; but the Prussian feeling is
that war will follow the action of Russia.

BeruiN, Nov. 26.—Reports have been re-
ocived bere from time to time snnouncing that
large bodies of citizens, and, in some cases,
regular troops, at Paris have come to the Prus-
sian outposts and offered to surrender, but were
turned back invarinbly. These reports have
Tatterly been confirmed by a despatch from the
GGerman headquarters at Versailles.

BerLiN, Nov. 27.—The main body of the
T.oire army is ascertained to occupy an intrench.
cd position between Artenay and Orleans.

BerLN, Nov. 28.—The North German Par-
liament'has granted the extraordinary war credit
demanded by the Government, by a vote of
178 to 8. The only opposition to the grant
came from the socialist and democratic mem-
bers.

L1LLE, November 27.—An engagement took
place on Saturday at Bouves, near Amicns,
"Phe French troops repulsed the Germans with
the bayonet. - The assailants suffered severely,
losing three times as many men as the French.

. The army in and’around Amicns is full of con-

~ fidence,

Tours, November 27—The Mé%a{tézt‘f"aayit,-

groat battle is impending.  Skirmishing so far
has tesulted in favour of the French. The
Prussitns demoustratod toward Montargis, but
cncountered a resistence which obliged them to
make a change in their plans of attack, They
made a parade of their troops from the centro
to the right, sceking to overwhelm the French
left. The enemy’s movement was in such forco
that there had to be a heavy concentration of
troops to resist it. Chateau d'Un was in conse-
quence left uncovered, and has possibly been
captured. The Prussians on Thursday bow-
barded Neuville.

New Yorx, Nov. 37.—The World's Tours
correspondent telegraphs on the 26th: A great
French victory was won yesterday near Veno-
dome. The battle began at 2 in the afternoon,
when the Prussians attempted to turn the left
flank of De Paladine’s forces posted along the
Chartres and Vendome Railroad. The Prus-
sians were repulsed and routed, suffering great
loss, and were pursued uatil 9 at night. They
retrcated towards Chateau d’Un. Two guns
were captured. The Government also has a
despatch announcing engagements along the
whole front and on both flanks of D’ Aurelle de
Paladines’ lines, all of which resulted in victory
for the French. A World s special from Tours,
Sunday night, says that fighting is going on all
along the line. The French have carried every-
thing. The Prussians tried to turn the right
of the French at Glen au Loire, and their left
at Chateau du Loire, midway between Le Mans
and Tours, but were repulsed in both attempts
with great loss. There was also hard fighting
at Vendome with the French left centre to-day.
The French drove back the enemy, and took
500 prisoners, There is no doubt that a deei-
sive battle has been won by the French.

LoxpoYN, Nov. 28.—1In reconnoitering noar
Orleans yesterday the 10th Prussian corps ca-
countered the 20th French corps’ of De Pala-
dines' army. An cngagement occurred in
which the French wero driven from their
strong position at Laden Maziers, with serious
loss. Subsequently scveral French companies
attacked the Prussian 10th corps; but were
repulsed with a loss of 40 men. A French
General was taken prisoner by the Prussians.
The German loss was trifling. The following
details of an engagement between the Prussians
under Gen. Von Werder, and the French un-
der General Garibaldi ncar Pasques, in the
Department of the “osges, have just been re-
ceived, duted Dijon, Nov. 27th: The Guribal-
dians, while on their march from Pasques, late
on Saturday aftcrnoon, suddenly came upon
the outposts of the Prussiun rifies, which
they immediately attacked with great im-
petuosity. The Prussians were at first
compelled to fall back, but reinforce-
ments coming up the Garibaldians were in
their turn repulsed in great disorder, the soldiers
throwing away their arms and knapsacks in their
flight. Gen. Von Werder, next day, (Sunday)
made a circuit around Plombiercs, and in this
wuy overtook the French. Another engage-
ment occurred in which the French loss was
again considerable. It iv said Menotti Gari-
baldi had 2,000 men under him in this engage-
ment, In the capitulation of Lia Ferte T0 can-
non of all sorts fell into the hands of the Prus.
sians, The French claim to have won a great
victory at Morccuil, 12 miles south of Amiens
yesterday. The battle lasted till darkness in-
terfered. The German first army is alleged to
have been beaten, and driven back to its en-
trenchments before Amiens. The French army
was greater innumbersand better armed. The
losses are obscurely given. The Prussian hus-
sars rode down and cut to pieces a regiment of
marine iofantry. The German losses were
severe. The Paris Figaroimplores the French
Government to conclude peace, the defence of
Paris being impossible.

Tours, Nov. 28.—A battle occurred yester-
day near Amiens. The French maintained
their position up to half-past four in the after-
noon, when the town of Villers was abandoned
before the superior forces and artillery of the
Prussians. The French were suhsequently
beaten at Boves, a few miles west of Villers,
but at Dury they maintained their position un-
til nightfall. Three thousand Germans were en-
gaged in the conflict at the latter place.
LoxpoN, Nov. 29. — A great battle is im-
minent, if not already in progress, between
Chateau-dun and Montargis. At last accounts
from the army of the Loirc the French were
buoyant and confident of the result. The Ger-
man right occupy Montargis, still threatening
the French in the forest of Cercotte. Prince
Frederick Charles’ army has been strongly re-
inforced with field artillery.

Advices are just received of a dreadful R.R.
accident to the Holyhead express on the Lon-
don and North Western Railway. The details
are not yet known.

InraNTIOE—The Times' Naples corres-
pondent writing under date Aug. 21st, and de-
ploring the great inerease of serious erime under
the present regime, gives somé interésting and
‘significant statistios a8 to the crime of infanti-

cide,in revolutionised and partly Pm@éstaﬂtised

Ttaly. Fiost he tells ua that Piedmont has a
bad preeminence for this particular offence :—

% Pledmont stood at the head, the cases of that
crime amounting to 23 per cent of tho total of
bomicides.”

In other parts of Ituly the proportion was as
under :—

“In the Abruzsi and Molise 21; in Tuscany and
the Puglias 1! in each; in Emilia 1 ; and Bicily 2.”

Thus it scems that the districts in which the
crime of child-murder is least rife are priest.
ridden Sicily and Emilia; that in which it is
most rife is Piedmont, where Liberal and anti-
Romish principles have obtained the greatest
triumphs over Catholicity.

Infanticide may almost be called character-
istic crime of this nineteenth century, so pre-
valent iy it, so openly and unblushingly is the
crime committed—especially under the form of
feticide. There is no concealment about the
matter. Itranks almost as one of the fine arts;
it has its hundreds and thousands of professors
on this Continent who openly ply their filthy
trade; and you can scarce take up u paper
cither in Canada or in the United States with-
out meeting an advertisement of a patent
medicine for destroying the fruit of the womb,
Under the operation of this horrid, and unna-
tural crime the Protestant population of the
New England States is actually dying out, and
is being supplanted by the children of Irish
Catholics amongst whom, thank God, the crime
of child-murder is comparatively unknown,
owidg to the confessivnal, and the teachings of
the Charch.

We do not exaggerate; we do but repeat the
words of Protestant ministers and Protestant
medical men in the United States. The erime
of infauticide has increased, is fast increasing,
and there are no hopes at present of its abate-
ment. Listen to what a New York Protestant
paper, the N, Y. Indepeadeat, quoted some
time ago by the Montreal Witness, says upon
this subject :—

Mruoer or Inrasts.—Thera is, at this moment, in
the world a certain hidcous tract of crime, of which
he who approaches it may gay, as Daute said when
he eutered Inferno,

% And to a place [ come where nothing shines.”

Whoever lifts the veil from the spectacle of secret,
sure, unresisted, and unpunished murder now done,
every twenty-four hours, throughout the carth, not
by fiercc men upon their fellows, but by gentle
mothers upon speechiess and helpless infancy, un-
covers without doubt the sorrowfulest and ghastliest
subject which can be locked upon.

The turpitude of any crime is not measured by
the external commotion it makes, or by the con-
scious suffering it causes ; but rather by the sacred-
ness of the sentiment which ix violated in its com-
mission, What more sacred sentiment is there be-
tween human beings than that which God has im-
planted in the breast of parents for their offspring ?
When the old Hebrew prophet wished to point to
the one human tie that would bu the last to perish
from the human heart, he cried out, with a sort of
incredulous horror, # Can a woman forget her suck-
ing child?® Alas! tbe question has lost all its
ancient meaning. To ask if a womam ean forget
her sucking child is a tame inquiry in this age when
for a woman to murder her sucking child is a com-
monplace event. And she who is able to rend in
pieces the hallowed instinct of maternal tendernesa,
and then to trample it into the mire beneath her
feet—what holy and consecrated thing is Ieft for her
to pollute ? .

It is a painfully interesting study to inquiro into
the motives which, in varions parts of the werld,
impel to the commission of child murder.

There seem to be seven principal motives. The
sixth metive is shume. In France where foundling
hospitals arc common the murder of the child of
zuilt is not the only deliverance from exposure; but
liow frequently the dread of shame leads to mnrder
in England and Amecrica, the files of any newspaper
will indicate.

'The seventh causc may be regarded as pre-emin.
ently the genteel one among Christians—the sclfish.
ness, indolence, heartlessness of the fashionable
Cliristian women of the period. In his tender and
beautiful poem, “A Tale of Paraguay, Robert
Southey apeaks of an impious custom

& such as was woat to s:ar
The unhappy heart with usages scvere ;
Till hardened mothers in the grave could lay
Their living babes with no compunctious tear;
So monstrous men become, when from the way
Of primal light, they turn through heathen paths
astray.

It was we, not Southey, who italicized the werd
“heathen,” Ah! ® heathen paths” no longer amono-
poly of the slaughter of helples babes! It used to
bie onec of the tremendous arguments of missionary
orators that the gospel would go into heathen lands
now bloody with the blood of infancy, and be a
means of doing away with the foul crime. With what
face or force could any sensitive man use that argu-
ment now in an assemblage of American Christians,
a large portion of whom kill their children either
before or after birth! One of the coroners of Lon-
don recently said that every thirtieth® woman you
meet in the streets of London is a child-murderer.
Probably not less then that staiement wounld be the
truth in New York, Boston, aund Chicago. And
what is it all for? In many coses, it is because the
Iadics cannot go to the opera ko often, cannot fee
so much company, and cannot be so pretty, if they
are obliged to take care of their own children.

Would it mot be a good plan to have a few
lieathen missionaries invited to Christendom ; for
the heathen excuses for infanticide are far more
creditable than the Christian ones. Paman women
kill their children becauae they would save them
from a life of hardship, or because they are too poor
to raisc them; but it is reserved for rofined and
lovely Christian mothers to kill their babos because
they are such a bother '—XN. ¥, Independeat.

Here then are the facts of the case by Pre-
testant showing, One woman of every thirty
in the great Protestant cities of London, New
York, Boston and Chicago is a murderer, and
the vilest of murderers, the murder of her own
children., And this not amongst the poor and
ignorant mainly, but amongst the wealthy, the
educated, and the leaders of the fushionable
world! And is this-then the result of nigh two

pitude, was no mtore filthy than, by Protostait

thousand- years  of. Christian civilisation, and
three'hundred - years of Protestantism, and an.
¢open bible ?’ - Pagan Rome in‘all.its tur-

showing, are the great Protestant oentres of
commeroo and ocivilisation at the present day.
“ One women in thirty” is a murderer,
the murderer of her own child! Now, as not
every woman is a mother, how fearful would
the figures appear were we told the proportion
of child-murderers, not merely to women, but
to mothers, in England, and. in the United
States, We know however, from the N. F.
Independent, a8 quoted by the Witmess, that a
% large portion of American Christian mothers
kill their children cither before or after birth,”
merely because children are ¢ such a bother.”

There is one other fact alludod to incident-
ally by the N. F. Independent to which we
would call the attention of tho reader. This:—
That in France where “foundling hospitals”
arc common, * Child-murder, from drecad of
disgrace in the eyes of the world, is not so fre-
quent as it is in England and America. This
is all that the advocates of these institutions
claim for them:—That thoy prevent to a con-
siderable degrce the crime of murder; and
though the sin of impurity remains unaffected
thereby; yet it is something to have checked
the spread of the horrid crime which is so pre-
valent in all Protestant communities. ' True:
even in the best managed foundling hospital
and under the most favorable circumstances
the mortality is and must be great; but theo
the parents of the children therein received,
have not the burden of wilful premeditated
murder on their souls. Even if but one
were to live that one life would be so much
clear gain to the community; for of this we
may be certain, that every child sent to a
foundling hospital would be murdered, if no
such ingtitution were in existence.

The advantages of such az institution are
these :—1at. Some, if but a few, lives are there-
by saved, und this is a clear material gain to
the community. In the moral order this too
is gained. If the institution be in Catholic
hands the children there exposed - receive the
sacrament of baptism; and, at all events
whether the child live or die, the parents are
not, in intention at least its murderers. It is
to bo regretted that there should ever be any
need of such an institution; but as things are
we have to elect betwixt impurity, and tmpuni-
ty plus murder.

Coxvicr LaBor.—It has been often asked
% why should we not employ our convictsin the
construction of national roads to the North-
West?” Do they who ask the question know
what road-making by convicts means ? what a
fearful expence it entails? and how cruel and
demoralising it is to the troops who must
necessarily be employed to guard the convicts ?
Have they cver heard of the “roud gangs,” as
they were called in N. S. Wales ?

Road muking by convicts is a most dangerous
and costly practice. It is dangerous, for spite
of all precautions, the convicts will be constant-
ly escaping. It i3 costly, not only because the
amount of work dome by convicts working in
chains iy pecessarily small, so that a “ govern-
ment day's work” was a proverh iz N. 8,
Wales to denote the least possible amount of
work that could be extracted from an able
bodied man in the course of 24 hours; but be-
cause road making by convicts implies stock-
ades or strong barracks erccted at short inter-
vals all along the line of route, and a strong
military force to keep guard over, and prevent
the escape of the conviets. ‘

And yet in spitc of all precautions, in spite
too of the physical conditions ot N. 8, Wales,
which were marvellously adapted for those of a
penal settlement, whose woods afforded no food,
no means of sustenance to the run-away, who
had but a choice betwist death by starvation,
death from the hands of the blacks or the
mounted polico, and death upen the gallows,
escapes from the road gangs were frequent;
though of coursc after a short and bloody
career, of which robbery, rape, and murder
were the chief features, the run-aways were
almost invariably shot down, or captured and
hung, How would it be in this country, with
the chances of cscape to the United States?
Why it would take a military force as large as
that employed in Ireland to keep guard over
the convicts, unless indeod we were to bind
them on their honor not to run away.

To the troops employed—as wus clearly es.
tiblished in N. S. Wales—this work of guard-
ing convicts employed on roads is the most
harassing, the most demoralising of any service
in which they can be engaged. Large bodies
of convicts with dangerous tools such as shovels,
pick-axes, and axes in their hands, are always
formidable, even when heavily ironed, and even
with a thirty-two pound shot strapped to their
ankles. At night they must be locked up in
strong stockades erccted at a great cost for the
purpose; and these stockades, or fortresses,
must be repeated every fow miles along the
entire line, since it i3 evident that if the road-
makers have to beé marched every morning sev-
eral miles to .thoir work, and marched back
agnin in the evening, little or no work .will be
done, .. For:some heavy wWork on one particular

spoty-suoh. 94" the making of a bridge, or .the

\

o e Wi
em| A uch circumstange,
it is always costly, and very dangerous,

. There is but one way of dealing with
viots whom we are too tender to hupe and-
against whom we wish to be protected. C,'.'I‘hn .
must be locked up carefully like wilg beasts 7
the strongest of cages, whose bars they cnn;::
.break. To let them out to work on roagg i
Just as mad a piece of business as it would b'
for the keeper of 2 menageric to take his lion:
and tigers out for an airing in a pulﬂic park olr
o give his rattlosnakes the benefit of an oggy
sional run in the woods. )

If the journalists, who in happy ignorance oi
penal settlements, und the value of conviet labor
outside the walls of a Penitentiary, or strope
fortress, were to calculate on the one hang th:
cost of a military force to guard the eonviets
whom they propose to utilise upon the roags to
the North West; and the cost of erccting at
every four -or five miles along the pmnged
route stockades, or barracks in which at njeh
the convict laborers would have to be locl?ed
up; and, on the other hand, the value of the
amount of work don¢ by men working under
sentry’s charge, with heavy irons on their Jony
—we fancy we should hear no more of the:o.
wild proposals for the utilisation of com'i(‘:t,
labor. We have seen the system in operation
and under the most favorable circ!unstzmces3
we know its effects upon the coaviet gu:nrds'
upon the convicts, and upon the country wheré
such labor is so employed ; and having scen yjf
these things we do trust that our rulers may
never pe mad envugh to attempt to revive the
gystem in Canada. The annexed paragraph
from the Montreal Daily 'News has suggested
these remarks:—

‘Tomyixg Coxvicrs 10 AccorT.—The authorities
at Melbourne propose turning the Jubor ofthe crimi,
nal classes to profitalile account. They have dis-
govered that wages are high, while various public
improvements are needed. There are swamps and
marshes to be drained, roads to be constructed leag.
ing into the interior, harbors to be improved, rivers
to be dredged and cleared of timber, jetties and
breakwa.ters to be formed. The description sujts
Canada in every detail. We, like our fellow-colo-
nista in Australia, are hampered in our efforts to ro-
claim the wilderness, owing to the excessive cost of
Iabor as compared with farm returns; and we ver-
tainly canunot complain of any paucity of the crim-
inalclass. We have our penitentiary and jalis crowd.
ed with stout, able bodied men capable of wiclding
the pxgk and spade, bnt no attempt has yet been
made in Canada to construct public works with con-
vict labor. The system was successfully tried at the
Cape with the unroly natives. Noble routes leading
north were completed, and the authorities reported
that the moral and physical condition of the crimi-
nals were promoted by out-tloor work. The citizens
of Toronto and Quebec are inveighing bitterly
againat the infamous condition of their streets. They
rx_ught take a hint from Australia, and set the prison
birds to sweep up the filth, There was at one time
a popular prejudice against employing prison labor
on Government works as improperly competing with
free labor; but the honest men in Australia are be-
coming alive to the fact that the convict can be made
to minister to their interests by reclaiming and im-
proving the wilderness. We dwell s0 complet.ly
under the moral influence of the United States that
we cling to penitentiary employment ; but looking
at the prices whicl every description of Iabor ™
attained, we might profitsbly copy the exatmple of
Australia.—Daily Newr,

.

Frowm the Minerrs we translate some portions
of an excellent reply to the Witness, who, as
usual, devotes its columns to slandering the
Semiunary of DMontreal, and misrepresenting
their dealings with the Indians whom it charita-
bly and gencrously allows to live upon its pre-
perty at the Luke of the Two Mountains. Not
content with this, some of the Indians, incited
therennto by certain unprincipled adventurers
who call themselves ¢ missionaries of the Go:-
pel,” complain bitterly that they are not allowed
to cut down and sell the wood on the aforesaid
property, though the Seminary permits them
to take as much of it as they please for their
own use, In fact this seems to be the only
grievance that the * poor Indians’ can urge:—
That they arc not st liberty to cut down the
trees belonging to the Seminary, and sell them
for firewood. Because the wicked hard-hearted
priests object to huving their property thus made
away with, the Indians have had their eyes
opened to the errors of Popery, and brought to
see ‘the truth as it is in Jesus.” To their
worthy advocate, the Witness, the Minerve of
the 18th Nov. thus replies:—

“The Witness, before making itself the organ of
the discontented Indians of the Lake of Two Moun-
taing ahould not have left out of sight that they have
no title whatever to the lands of Seignory of the
I:ake of Two Mountains. These assumec to have
rights, and an Iroquois chief has been known to.
take his stand on the domain of the MM, du Semi-
aoire, and solemnly allot to each of the Indisns pre-
sent the portion of lund which thenceforward he hnd
the power to occupy. DBut thiy pretension will nob
be supported by the law which has repcatedly re-
cogniged the rights of the Seminary,

# For the Lake of Two Mountaing Mission isnot os
is that of Sault St. Louis and many others, which in
fact do belong to tho Indians, but of which the
Government Las assumed the administration. The
contrary is the cnse. The Gentlemen of St. Sulpice
are the owners of this domain, as in the caso of any.
private seignory ; and except at the good pleasure of’
the Seminary the Indians have no right to stop
there at all, “This is what the Witness ignores, and
which it weuld be well for him to learn.”

Such are the facts of the case, as asserted LY
law, as recognised by all honest and intelligent
men. “We have no. doubt at. all”’—for in-
stance said the Montreal Herald. of the 26th of
February last—¢ that the ' Gentlemen of the -
Seminary are .as absolutely: praprietors of. the
Seignory ‘of* Two Mountains-as Major Camp-.
bell, or any other Seignior is proprietor of-his -
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