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THE DUDE.
PAPER TO BE RIIAD AT THE APPROACHIIXG SESSION 0F

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION, AT TORONTO.

W1IILE the exact definition of the word Il dude " has flot
yet been agreed upon by lexicographers, a very definite
general idea of a particular specirnen of the animal
creation is called to our minds when tbe word is used.
Scientifically speaking, the chief difference between ai
dude and a man lies in the fact of a total absence of
the cerebruni or main organ of the brain in the more
bighly developed specimens, wbile a condition more or less
approaching this is distinctly observable in those less per-
fectly developed. A certain lackadaisical, seîni-bullhead
indifference to ail external surroundings and persons is
also a marked feature in the several species wbîch are
found running at large in our chties. The dude rarely

frequents country places, except dur ing the beated season
of the year.

The major part of the brain being, as has beers stated,
entirely wanting, and, nature abborring a vacuum, she
apparently fils up the space thus left vacant witli that
commonest and most plentiful of ail commodities, self-
conceit. Such a prodigious quantity of this at times is
present, and so congenial are its surrourdirgs, that there
is lif le impediment to its development, and not infre-
quently it absorbs the facultits together with consider-
able of the anatozny of the dude, hence its attenuared
appearance at times.

The lower functions of the brain, however, which Con-
trol the movenients and actions of the body, are often
found fully developed in the dude in common with the
ape or baboon, hence it is flot uncommon to see a dude
a graceful dancer or skater. It often happens, bowever,

-Scott.


