
APRI. 6. I87. THE oRIURdH GUARiTAN
but ýwith Christ.2 Self has been handed over It ja true, we are all unworthy I If we had to
te Him who, paid the price for it, and He- wait until we were worthy wo shonld nover
Christ, who fa .now thefr life, hastaoken iLs come at ail. No sinner could be worthy t
place. To Him belongs the care and manage- stand in God'a presence f But Christ came bo-
ment of their evil nature with al its deformi- cause we were sinners, he bas given us grace
tics: to them belongs, by faith, His divine because we were sinners. Ho bas given us the
nature in all its glory. We say " by faith," Holy Communion because we were weak, help-
for to sense and sight this will not always be less sinners, and therefore we know that Sin-
apparent; and evon those who are risen with ners are welcome. Sinuera I Yes i but sinners
Christ will have need to the last of the shield seeking grace and strength to figLht against sin.
of faith in order to quench the fiery darts of A poor woman who was a sinner came to Jeans,
the Adversary. . and ho did not spurn ber from him, but it was

Oh, Christian, live for Christ ! Let "Thy with the tears of penitence, and the offerings of
life go for His Life 1" Yes, let it go I You love. Another, a despised stranger, conscious
cannot have ilis and your own, too. If you that she had no claim Of ber own, was content,
would have the glory of the Lord fill the as a dog, tobe fed with the crumbs. Did Jesu
temple of your body, you must go ont, as did send hur away empty? Listen to bis words.
the priests from the temple of Solomon. If <lO f woman, great is thy faith ; bu it unto thee
He ia to increase, you must decrease. May even as thon wilt."
you know the , power of His resurrection" Come with such penitence and faith and love,
by yiolding yôurself, body and soul, absolutely and, though unworthy, you witl come worthily,
and unreservedly, t be the vehicle of His in- or in a worthy and acceptable manner.
dwelling life.-Parish Visitor. In the Church Catechism are five simple

heads of self-examination:
BASTE R COMMUNION. 1. Repentance.-Do I repent truly of my past.

-. sin ?
Many of our Randers will doubtless be look- a in. , .2. Amendmnent.--lo I steadfastiy purpose toa

ing forward in rev orent and Ioving anticipation leand a new life ?
ta the Easter Communion, and have been and 3. Faith.-Have I a lively faith in God's
are still seeking through the aid of the Holy mercy through Christ?
Spirit tu prepare themselves for a right recep- 4. Thiankcfulness.-Have I a thankfal remem-

tion. Others however, may be hesitating for brance of bis death ?
5. Love.-Am I in charity with ail mon ?

one reason and another, asking perhaps the Try and use these faithfully in searching
'questions, need I receive it? How eau I go your hearts. Don't want ta know the best, but
te Communion being so unvorthy? To such, the worst of yourselves, and if you are in doubt
:and indeed te all, we commend the following or difflulty, just as you would go to a physi-
thoughts taken from an exchange:- clan about your bodies, you may go to God's

ministers about your souls.-Guardian.
HoL UM olUN--tJNEED î LXEoEIVE ir ?

A strange question aurely for Christians to
ask i Jesu s aiu, - u this lu remembrance

of Me," and professing Christians now ask:
'Need we do this ?"
If Jeans Christ is Our Lord, his word is Suffi-

eient. He bas commanded it, and were there
no othe reason it would bu our duty to obey bis
command.

Obedience is at the very root of our Chris-
tian life, and if we put our opinions before
Christ's commanda, wo may be sure there is
something wrong.

But God's commanda are very loving; h
always makes his promises go band in band
with tbem. fie not only bids us to come to
the boly communion, h invites us to met him
there, and promises te feed our souls and give
us the joy and confort of bis prosence within

it is, thon, not only our duty, but our highest
privilege, our truest joy, to seek in sweet com-
munion with Jeaus, at bis holy table, the
strength and comfort we Tneed so much,

But how are we to go ? We cannot live up
to it I people say; we have s0 much to worry
us I So many cares We don't want to eat
our own damnation i .Btter to stay away.

Yes, it is butter to 'tay away than to come
lightly and after the manner of dissemblers
with God.

If you want to live in sinful pleasure, or to
live godless, worldly lives, don't come te the
holy communion, for St. Paul says, " Y can-
not drink the cup of the Lord and the bup of
-devils; ye cannot b partakers of the Lord's
table and the table of devils"-l Cor. x. 21.

But remember what the choice means: we
-cannot choose the world now and God here-
after. We are living for eternity i Commun-
ion witb God bere is the only true preparation
for communion with God in heaven, But
thenr are others who long to come and feet
that they are ainful and therefore unworthy.

"O agony of wavering thought,
Wheu slners first se near are brought:
It is my maker-dare I say ?
My Saviour-dare I turi away ?"

THE POWER OF CHRISTS RESUR-
RECTION

In speaking of "the power of the Resurrec-
tion" the Apostle St. Paul adds anotler

phrase: "the fellowship of His sufferings."
We may not divide thesu two. The one bu-

longs to the other. To know the power of His
resurrection, one must also know thefellowship
in His sufferings. So thon there is another
death to die, over and above the natural death,
and whatever gous with it. Christ's sufferings
were summed up in His death for us sinners;
to have fellowship in Bis sufferings is to die
for Him, as He died for us. It is to die to the
old nature, to the "old man" of our fallen and
sinful estat e, to self, to the flash, with its affec-
tions and lusts. And this kind of death is, and
must bu, self-inflicted. Every one born into
the world must endure sorrow and pain. some
time or other, in the natural order of things.
Those give him no fellowship in the suffering-
of Christ. unless ho unite them by faith ta the
Cross, and silently offer them to bis Lord. Fe-
lowship lu Christs sufferiags therecan be none,
till one will that it bu se.

So thon, before †oe power we speak of can bu
fuît or known, two things are demanded uf us.
First, faiith in it; a faith which lays hold of that
and that ouly, and confesses that no other
power in the universe ig now, or ever will bu,
potent against death.

And secondly, there must bu "a death unto
ain, and a new birth unto righteousness:" a vo-
luntary renunciation of the corruptions which
are in the world Lbrough lst, and au effort to
rise again into the botter life in Christ. With-
ont those two preparations in themselves, the
power of His resurrection will remain to mon
an unknown foie, as ineffective as the Un-
known God to the men of Athens. Other forces
shall affect them, this wili not. Other powers
may work on then after théir kind, this will
net. There are forces and powers of a natural
order; they came ont of nothing, and have no

promise ta endure. There are laws in the na-
turai order; they work death, or, at least, can-
net tend off oeath. One power there is, super-
naturAl, divine, greater than these. That power
you may never feel, and simply because you do
not believe that it exists, and will not take
steps to put yourself into communication with
it, by confessing Christ, and ropenting and com-
ing to Him for a life which only He can give.

It is thon no disparagement to this mighly
power of the resurrection to say that it is not
uniformly fult in the world, that it varios in its
effects on the human race, age by tige and day
by day. That must bu so. For this, as we
said, is a strange thing, unlike any law of na-
ture, apart, and acting on its own plane, If' it
come under Bny law, it is under the law ut a
spiritual world, which we can -t con trol, and
before which we can simply bow and obey.
And again, iL is a law which any one with a
will is freo tu reaist, and may completolyevade:
h cannot keep it from belping othors, but he
can divert it frern its path towards himsif. A
force such as this will bu more or less discurni-
ble in its effects, in proportion, as mun are more
or les willing toyield to it. And ince faith, and
the ruadineas te suffer for Christ, are the essen-
tial conditions in us, se the power must be
Sought in operation only whore moi> believe
and live holy livos; and its work is most glu-
rious and most wonderful, just whero faith is
strongest and solf-donial nost complete;
whore mon who bliove with all their huart
and sou], and rejoice in tribulations, and
trample this world under foot, and counft ail
things but loss, tlait they may win Christ and
be found in Him. And hure we have a measuro
of the state of the Church. For, whervcr faith
is weak, and luxury overspreads the face of her
people; whn mon hold foobly to the doctrine
of the Greed, are greatly afraid of the criticini
ofthe ungodly, and prone te compromise with
the spirit of thu day; when thby avoid self-
denial, as something too bard, and would fain
serve God and Mammon at the saume time;
when, instead of consulting the liring oracles,
they seek to wizards and witches, who are
everywhere to bu had and glad tof pupils; when
thesu signs thicken in the air, know that the
power of resurrection bas loBt ifs force, for the
while, and expcct the consequences, in. the de-
cay of yourspirit life, the dimness of your per-
ceptions, the loas of Christitn manhood, and
that debility, which throatons to ond, as of old,
in death.-From Rev. Dr. Dix's " Ghrist at the
Door of the Heart."

BASTE? JO.Y.

Can we wonder a the Christian's joy at
Easter? Itis not as a singlo event by itself,
that the rusurrection stirs our huarts: it is bo-
cause it is connected with the wholo nature of
Our being, with the whole work of Christ's life,
and with the mysteries of our existenco, and of
the world forever. It throws a flood of light
upon them ail; it takes a hundred analogies
that are scattered through ife, and gives therm
meanig; it groupa together many facts in one
consistent whole. The relation betwoon flesh
and spirit il su constant a thing, that any thinîg
which sheds light upon it muat raise a shout oe
joy through ail the brother hood of man. It is
not alone a band of true disciples recciving back
a Master which keepa the feast; it i the whole
race of mnen, helped lu their daily struggles,
whieh rejoicea at this overwhelming announce-
ment of their truest position and greatest
power.

The resurrection of Christ was not an isolated
fact, and did nut stand alone. It gathers to it-
self ail the words of the Sermon on the Mount,
all the exhortations of noblenues of life, and
living above this world, which had been drop-
ping from Jeans' lips ever since He began Ris


