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Grand Lodye of Quebee. 3

certainly no sane persons would dissolve a conneetion, if they did not think it advan-
tageous : while 1o the former we will ouly in vefutation of it, quote the fillowing from
the ofticial manifesto of the Quebee brethren s Among the wany other important
incidental reasons which induced the Freemasons in the Provinee of Quebee to follow
the example of all other parts of the Masonie werld, by the formation of a Grand
Lodge in the said Provinee, there may be mentioned the vast length of territory in-
cluded in the tico Provinees of Ontario and Quebee, extending through some fwelvs
deyrees of longitude, from the State of Maine in the Kast to the State of Miehigan or
Central Ohio in the West—the meetings of Grand Lodge itinerating over such vast
distances, and causing an enormons and impoverishing expense to many of the Ladzes,
especially those less wealthy in the country parts, in sending delegates thereto—the
impracticability very often, of earrying up appeals and the like betore Grand § odge,
exveept at a ruinows expenditure to wany brethren, of time aud money, and hence
cases oft postponed, or goiva by defanls s the impracticability, on account of the
necessarily inherent dual conflictiv g provisional interests and preferenees, of seeuring
permanently located offices for Grand Lodge, and owned by ity the impeactichility
of erecting any edifice for the use of Grand Lodge in any locality which would he
satisfactory to both provinees ; the like iy ossibility of erceting a Masonie asylum, for
which a farge sum of money was raised and appropriated, and, norwithstanding the
¢ Asylum Trust? have wnonally for a long time urged the importance of further
action by G. L., have indieated loeadities, proposed plans, suggested * ways and means,”
yet fur the above mentioned and orher chvivus reasons it has hitherto been found im-
presible to take setion thercon; and the same has been true under the doulle- majority
regime, would continue 10 be trne in regard to a proposed Masonic oiphm sel oul,
Maconic farm, and all other such Jike sehemes of practical Masonie benevolence, any one
of which sceming expedient und desirable «an, without doubt, be suceessfully carried
out itrcach prov pee by their respeetive Grand Lodges.” 1 these be not grievances in
the cyes of Grand Master Stevenson, we havdly know what he wonld eall grievances,
We do not think the Masonic world will agree with him,

Aunother of the strong points which M. W, Bro. Stevenson essays is, that, as the
separate local wovernments aud legislatures of Cntario and Quebee (before July |,
1867, united) are under the supervision of Licatenant-Governors, deriving their
appuinuments from the Governor General of the Dominion, so should the Masons of
the Provinee of Quebee be stopped from establishing their independenee, and be
competled to remain subj et to the so eatled Girand Lodge of Canada, buy whien, by
the division of the ties, that, previous to July 1, 1867, bound Canada West and
Canada Iiast together, couses in our opiion to vightfully retain that appeliation,
It there be any toree i that line of argument, it would be fatal to the existence of the
Grand Lodae of Canada iwselfs for, as the Governor-General is only an appointee of
the Eunglish Crown, 3o should the Masons of the Canada obedience return to the
Grand Godges from whon its oricinal Lodges derived their warrants.  Such objection
on the part of the M. W, Bro, Stevenson is as puerile as iv is illogical, and unworthy
the oceasion,  Girand Mastor Stevensan further on in his address asks + ¢ If the Grand
Lodge of Canada existed jn and exercised  authority over the Provinee of Quebee,
as well as Outario, preciows to Cofederation, by what process of reasoning ecau it be
oacde to appear that she ouly exists in and exercises authority over one of these Pro-
vintes SUBSEQUENTLY to that event?”  We are really surprised at his asking so sim-
ple & question, the more especially, as he was one of a Coemuittee of seven appointed
by the U, L. of Canwla ine July, 1867, iu consequence of the attention of thas M.
W. Body being called * to the then ano-usloas state of  Masonie aflairs, caused by
the recent political changes that had taken place, ? by its Grand Master, Wilson.
That committee consisted of four frow “ Ontario ™ and three from * Quebee. ”  The
form: v reported in favor of wamtiining the status in quo, awaiting fuith:r develop-
ments ; and the latter, of which M. W. Bro. Stevenson was one, reported 1 favor
of an independeut Grand Lodge in each of the four Provinces constituting the Domi-



