- A Discourse ;preahed in.

" Ah, whither dost thoi stray;
. Tho foolish'shcep, dnd why,
‘From this' safe fold away, - ,
And from thy Kéeper's eye?
i Canst thouw & Shiepherd kind -~
And pleasant pastures find, -
. As thou hast left behind p o 2 %
turn! Retitrn | and 6t this arm otica mora |

) my flock, rish fugitive, Sy

vtis s

- Such gracious words o me?, . .
"7 Dost thoi'thic wandoret seek =, E
:Who basely fled fromi theg? . = =0
- SOV thiow my footateps guide <70
To where thy sheep; besido. =1/

The'living streams abide? ~ .0 . d

e, and shelter'in thy breast,
. (Hev, J. N. Peaigox.) |
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| ROMANS 11.:28,"

. _.Tbé(qfc).rez'|ua conclude that a man & jmh:ﬁ.ed by

o fuith voithout the deeds of ths law,

. WiteN requested to join my beloved brethren in
* the ministry, in the design of giving a Course

‘of Sermons on' the Pointg in Controversy. be-

~tween the Romish and' Protestant Churchies, I

- did not think'it' right; notwithstanding the fas
“bours of ‘an arduous office, to’decline taking a

part in such n'course, ;. Bound by our ministerial
vow;, to hé:¢ ready with'dll'faithful “diligence
to. banish and drive away all erroncous and

. strange doctrines contrary - to God’s. word,” we
. appear here.in a day that specially calls for

‘ that diligence in purstance of this most solemn

‘. néssof *all grace for his pe
“‘the Holy Spirit upon:

" tohless the statement to the goo

' We will considery -, -

L. 'THE  POCTRIN?

YOW.. . . T : - L
. 'The peculiar office which has been assigned

‘to' me; isto state and defend the doctriné of
66 JysTIFICATION BY Farru.” "It is the very
* heart and core of our common Christianity,and;

justly called by Luther<¢ the articleof a stand=:

cingor falling church.” " As. it is held clearly’
./ and-experimentally, true religion is in lively:
‘exercise-—asitis obscured,superstition or word-
" liness_ abounds ' are ’m
. 'metaphysical questions raised on t
" “to which I need not.allude’s I'w
“keép to the broad ling'of di
“.parates“the R

ny subtle and
His doctrine
1

an ‘and Protes

. T come, [ como, with shame and grief opprest, -
- Thy foct omb -

We will now bring
his ig‘redlly- their. doc-

“Onmy text, thé Rhemish Testament, autho-

rized; by Dr.: Murray, has; this fole : ;¢ The
‘Haith to" which-"the “apostle “hére " attributes
1 /I'man’s justification,’is not a.- presumptuous‘ad-

surance of our being jistified, but-a firm .and

charity” in *Jésus = Christ, .. (Gal. v. 6,)?—
Weagree o the stutement thus far—we object
to 'what then” follows.'. ¢ In" short,a faith
Which’ Takes v liope, love;: repentance, and

| the{use of the sacraments. i And the  works

which he hére excludes are only-the works of
the law, that is such as arc done “by the law
of 'nature,” oz that of Moses. antecedent to
the faith of Christ, but by o means.such as
follow faith’ and "proceed from jt.’—We on
the other hand say, lively faith produces, -but
does: not-include, works ; and-. works after
faith, as well as other-works are excluded {rom
the office of justification. R R
"It is clear from this note, that the’ present
TRomanists requiré Christian obedience. previ-
ously and in-order to our justification. - =
" On another’ passage, -(Ephes. ii. 8, 9.)
By grace yow are saved through fuith, and thal
not of yourselves; for it is thegift of God, not-of
works:that mo man' may glory. ~(Rhemish
Version.) - The note of the Romanists on the
words snot of works? is, ¢as of our own growth,
or from ourselves’; but as from - the ‘grace . of
God;? thus intimating that we are.saved:by
works perfornied by-divine grace.. . - -

i 'This doctrine, which has heen called justifi-
cation by inherent righteousness, in opposition
to the' I’yi-ii(‘é'sm"nl“doctrina‘- of justification by

catechisms, their books of devotion, and. their
elementary treatises’of instruction,

- +Inthe abridgement of Christian Doctrine,
the.answer to the question,  Why does the
Church command us to fast ¥*7-is this, ¢ That
by fasting we may satisty God:for our sins,”?

In the abstract ‘of the Doway . Catechism

we have the following questions and answers :
- Q. How is mortal sin remitied ? - #

. A. By hearty contrition and penance.

-+ Q. How is venial sin remitted ?

- A. By the: sacraments, by devout. prayer
and the like. L Sy

.. Hence -prayers . in the Roman. Missal are
offered up for forgiveness by the merits. of the
‘Saints, and by the oblation of the sacrament ;
and the sacrament of penance is considered " to
absolve the'penitent sinner from his sins.’ :Jus-
tification is:thus sought in part, at'least,’ from:
¢ prayers, the doing 1d: the' goodness ‘of

 subject wil
", more than

sions, T U
May the blesser

s; to enable me clearly

-.and distinetly to state the: Scriptiral truthy and

stat t to th is Church

L. Tur Doctuise of THE RoMANISTS ON
i JUSTIFLGATION 3 0 o o
- . IL. THE SGRIFTURAL DOCTRINE OF Jugtr-

FieaTioN sy Farrug o

0 IILL THE VAST INPORTANCE OF THE $CRIP-
SRR TURAL DOCTRINE - e

LOF

difficulty in stating their doc:

THE ‘RoMANISTS ON
‘JUSTIFICATION, FRT R
»" There is some

. trine, from'the want of an universally received
* gtandard in ‘that Church’: but it will ‘be sufli-

cient’ for our anpoqc to take their most :gene-
rally. approved writers, and their most generally

- received authorities,.as.the evidence of their
* doctrines, . ° ' T

" God forbid that we shonld in the stightest

degree attribute to them doctrines which they

~do not *hold *wé had infinitely rather find oiit,

that,* though -under unscriptural ‘expressions,

“they~held nothing but the: truth. . It is not in
“thespiritof contraversy, and angry. disputation,

. dation; Christ Jesus.’

- ‘doctrine
d

- but in the -spirit'of tender-Jove and pity, that

*we desire to preach: these sermons.: “We pity
" their errors, ‘we love

- them, we long for their's
"' acconnt we are thus camne

souls, we pray for
vation——and on this
o draw them from
se foundation of h:o{)e, and lead them

o build gntirely on the.only true foun-

Some of their wrilers have:gone considera-

-~ ble lengths with:tlie Protestant Church.on this
v » .

hus']

- precede:

“works

‘to God, by prayer, by, fasting, and by works o
self-denial, and by restitution, before: the *Ro=.
manist can obtain . either: absolution; from the,

Priest, or forgiveness: from God. w0 iy
" But let us proceed to quote the decrees and

canons:of 'the Council of Trent, which .is, on
doctrine, the highest. authority of the Roman

Chureh.”. "+ : :

“In the: Sixth ‘Session, ch. 7. we read this
statement, ¢“Justification itself'is not only a
remission’of sins, but sanctification and reno-
vation:of the innet man by a volunfary recep-
tion of grace and of the gifts which-accompany
it, whenée min from unjust is made just, and
from an' enemy a friend, that-he may be made
an heir acgordingfo; the*hope of ‘everlast-
ing,i life.? (Podky o0

n'the 10th: chapter: the Council speaks of
the increase of the justification which we have
ni)deived by ‘advancing from virtue fo virtue.
(P dTey i i v o T
~In the 14th chapter mention is made of those
‘who:by: sin fall from the grace of justification,
and it issaid;that they cannot rise again buthy
the sacrament of penance which is called a se-
‘cond plank after a shipwrick. (P. 51.)
" After the: Chapters there are Canons against
what the" Council ‘decrees to be erroncous; at
the end. of  every: one of.which asolemn ana-
thema. is pronounced, . .=, o e
+The..9th.Canon is as follows, «If any, one
shall:say. that the-.wicked. man is justificd by

the grace of justification, there needs no other
thing-to co-operate with it, and that it is ‘not

and dispose himself
Jet him.b{i‘a‘ccgu_‘séd.
The™ U1t Can 5
that'meitare {usllhed either by the alone. im-
‘piitalionof Christ’s righteousness, or only. by

the Temission of sins, excludiny grace and chy
“in ‘onr hearts by the.

58y

P
lhhl;pclssjlﬁt]od that-humble:and+
ire:shockdd and ed

¢ 1lively belief of ‘all that God has- revéated or i.di
‘| promised (Heb, 'xi.); a faith*working through

‘imputed ' rightéousness,.. runs’ through .. their |-

faith'alone, by which is: meant, that to ‘obtain |

so,muclrias necessary ‘that he “should prepare |
y the motions of his willy |.

If any one sllﬁil.‘.snjﬂ' ‘Al

who holds th {ifs7giving do
.pel of Jesus Christ.

“/Thoughi. .'will. be’

observed "that: the“De:
';r'esscd: with: much’
mind.an" impression
fctification "ay ' con-
a‘doctring which every
udly..holds; .yet ' the

erent ,righteous-

" That:this is the - deliberat C :

Roman Churchiig, confirmed by the treatmentof
those, Romanists who, have held different seii<
timents.. An eminentRoman writer;Ferus,
says, ¢« We are justified"before men on account
of the law . and ‘works, but: before;: God, who
lodks into the heartisomething. greater-is ‘ré-
quired, namely, faith. - Obgerve a dobhle jus-
tification of faith and works, both necessary to
the Christian, that he may b@jns.t‘bgfore Gody
and approved before “mep.”>- This - Protestant

dogtrine, expressed by a Romanist, is condemn-~
ed in the Index, Exl)qrggtdflius.i- o
The devout Quesnel,in his" Reflections “on
the New. Testament, sayky ¢ God. does not
save: us gratuitously, - if there:is any good
thing in us which.dogs vot come from his
race, or which: could :merit it.?’ -~But :the
Pope issued a Bull, condenining one hundred
aid one propositions, in; this work; .and. Dr.
‘Doyle asserts, ¢« The very ‘names of Pascal
and Quesnel would cause. every ‘ Catholic to

revolt from you.”? .. v TR n

“In fact, the: Roman priests are. required, by
the Bull of Pius 1V, to make a public profes-
sion that they embraceand. receive ‘each and
all of the:things whioil';;grg -declared by ‘the
Council of Trent, donceérhingjustilication; and
to'confirm the professionzby a spleinn oath,
Here_thén is® the doclring éf the Roman
Church 1" they..assert {hat: sanctification is a
nart of our. justification.:"Cn /this  point the

rotestant  Church is wholly?uat: issue’ with
them ; and against this doctrine: we, at  this
time, solemnly renewsour Protest, because we
consider it to be. diréctly contrary .to  multi-
plied express testimq:l;i_'gs, and to lahoured and
lengthened statementsof the word of God, and
destructive ofdrue faith and godlincss. :

Let us then proceediio consider; )

II. Tuy ScripTURAL DOCTRINS OF JUSTIFI-
CATION BY FAITH, . nEe o

The true meaning of the term justification
must . first be cleared and established. The
Romanists consider it to be thiésame as to par-
don and ‘make holy ; we assért, on* the’ other
“hand, that it is opposed to/ condémnation, - and.
signifies to account-and. agcept ias ‘righleous,

avid prays, Enter ingtiinto jidgnient. with:
‘they servant; O: Lord, foran_ thy ‘sight “shall: no.
man ‘living “be justified,:(Psalm;exliiic 2.y
Justification: . has here:a :clear. reference  to:
God’s approval.of the souly as free from guilt,
Thus again St.” Paal asks,” IWho shall lay any
thing to the charge of God’s elect-?.: it is - God
that justifieth, who: is.:he. that condemneth ?
(Rom. viii. 33, 34:):1. Here-justification is
God’s accounting. us free:from thes charge of
sin, and accepting us as rightequsy =
To imagine that the.word justify signifies to
make holy, would reduce ymany "passages of
Seripture to absurd- conclusions." Thus it is
said, He thdt justifieth.the wickéd dnd ke that
condemneth the just, even.they both'are an abo-
mination to'theLordy (Prov. xvii.,=15:)- - But
can it be an abomination to the <Lord {o make
the wicked holy 7 Isaiah saysyTHoe unto
them ... that justify the wicked - for. reward,
(Isaiah v. 22, 23.) but: does not God - rather
pronounce a blessine thasi a'woe on him who
converteth asinner from-the:errorof his ways?
(James v..19,.20.) ’ AR
. Hence we: conclude that justification “is
being accounted just, and nof being made ho-
ly.”“In:the case of fallen man, therefore, to be
justified before’ Almighty God,:is-to be. ap-
yroved of him as free from:the gaill of sin and
its deserved punishment, and; a8 -having . that
Trighiconsnéss. which entitles to- the: reivard of
difesouhc i _
- But" how ' can sinful man be just. with the
v God ? e will by nw-means acquit the
i 3 -his- Law is holyy just, ~and ' good ;it
The soul -¢hat sinneth: it - sholl <die.
rsed -y.one:that.. condinueth: not-in’- all
things written.in the book of the law to. do’ them.:
-necessarily requires perfect -conformity
‘to it; in.order to our-being justified by: itz a
single failure forfeits-the-blessingy and  incurs
the curse 5 tlint’ we  haie” sinnéd.’. We are,
therefore, under sentencd of the death'and the
curse of the:. Law.". The. wrathiol Almighty
:God:is impending overus jrhoweshall we ' es.

foel. this ;-1
m-under

e convinged sinner su;

-such as the holiness, goodness,: and justice of

deeis

. Justification " cannot -be of " works,

lest any man should

divine justice:by. the. death’o
of God,.4nd . a .righteousness -, for. sinners, ‘and

reckoned “theirs ﬁi’rbughl faith in him, " Those.
‘who .bélieve .the;testimony of God concerning:
‘Christ Jesus dre justified. . And. this: faith is
itsell the giftof God, and the fruit of the quick-
cening and ‘regenerating’; Spitit. of " Christ” Je-:

sus. - (John i, 12,13 ; vi. 44, "Eph, i. 19.)

s° mist: now also” be cleared.” " Sti: James:

‘plainly’demonstrates that it is ot a'dead faitk; | ¢

unproguctive of olicdience, nor a vain profession
of our belief, - The faith which justifics implies
a real acknowledgement of those truths which
aré connected with'the mediation ‘of Christ—

‘the Divine Law,"our guilt and:-unworthiness;’
.our tofal ruin, the tremendous evil of sin, the:
divine equity in our condemnation, the impos-
:sthility ‘ofhelp -in" ourselves,and “of salvation
by our own goodness; and these things being,
acknowledged- and felt through the operation of
thé - Holy- Ghost, it is believing the . divine
record concerning Christ (1st Jonn v. 9—12.);
‘such a belief as leads us to turn to, and wholly
rely upon him as'the only and complete  Savi-
‘our, and to live to his glory. It is in short, 2
lively faith.in Christ Jesus, a faith which is
fruitlul in Yove and good works. ' But, observe,
‘it does not justify as a virtue, or as the parent
‘of every virtue, but it justifies. as . it -forsakes
and: gives- np all hope in our own goodness,
and ‘our own virtues, receives the only Saviour
and-connects’ the soul witt:. hitin who was made
sin for us—that we might  be made the righte-
.ousness'of God in him, (2 Cor, v, 21.) accord--
ing to.that -declaration, Belicve in the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. © -~ -+

-We will now._endeavour. more fully to es-
tablish the doctrind’af 'our justification before
God by faith in Christ from the Holy Serip-
tures, v ST e comnby
~-It would not be difficult to establish it by the
concessions of the Romanists themselves ; even
Bellarmine, who was so earnest a defender of
justification by works, is said, upon second and
more serious thoughts, to have said, ¢ On'ac-
count of the uncertainty of the present life, it
is most safe to rely on Christ alone.”” It would
be ‘easy " toprove this doctrine by multiplied
testimonies of the Fathers, but the time is too’
short, and if [ had more time I would not do it,
We wish your faith tostand not in the word of
man, but in the word of God. R

“There are two Epistles, that to the -Romans
and that to the Galatians, the scope of both of
which is to confirm ‘the /doctrine -of- our free

by the law is th"c‘,knmblidge ‘of isin:;} So fur fro

the law Helping, it only discovers our sin.. "
-+"'The Apostle then shows that divine:method
by which alone sinners can be justified. But'now
the righleousness of * God, without the laip, is
‘manifested, being witnessed by the law and  the
prophets—observe his clear definition of it,
even the righteousness of God which is by faith
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe, for there s no difference; for "all have
sinned and come short of the glory of God, being
Justified freely by his grace, (observe the redu-
plication of the expression denating the freedom’
of justification,) :through the redemption that

1§ in'Christ + Jesus, ichom”God hath set forthilo |-

be a propitiation through’ faith in his blood, :fy
declare: his ‘righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past through the forbearance of
God : to declare, Isay, at this Lime his righte-
ousness, that he might be justyand the justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus, " L e

The Apostle triumphantly . asks, ohere s
boasting then ? he answers, it is excluded ! he
asks again, by what law ? of works? and. re-
plies, nay, but by the law of jaith, and so comes
to the most comfortable. conclusion of the text,
Therefore we conelude that a-man is justified

Nt

by fuilh, withou! the deeds of the law.

' Can any thing be ‘more -explicit, full; and

‘decisive 2. The whole:train of argument cen-

tres in one point, and beautifully, introduces
and ‘immoveably establishes the final deduc-

tion, The concluding questions fix and confirm-

the meaning, justification by faith alone, ex-

cluding boasting... .. .

- ‘But fhe subject is so important, and the tes:

tiodiies of Scripture are.so nymerous and so-
“that e will ad} some other passages.

to illustrate and-contirm the doctrine.

oT 'lflé’\

Apostle' says (Romiv. 5.3 - To him that avark-

eth 1ty bat belicvethion him: that ~justificth the | wo
wngoadly, his fuith is_counted for righteousness. | dial
So he- tefls” the  Ephesians'(ii. 8.) *“By'grace [ ed

are ye saved, ‘through :faith ; and . that not of
woursclves, it i.s_'(hc‘gif( of ,Qo\d

+7It ¢annot be by
tributed:

16, shall many be made
i cannot be by faith-as'g

. ‘The’ tyue meaning of that faith which justi- | th

Jlight-on the ‘subjéct’.in the minds of any per

+.mot of works, | !

nal life'and glory ’ vl
no room for the dream bt a second
by works.” . :

- Nor ye

hope ) LE S
unlo you that if ye cumcised, Christ shall -
profil you nothing.  For I lcstifdl] 16 everyman
that is circumeised, that heig 'a debtor to do'the -
whale law.” Christ is become of nb'effect unto .
you, whosoever of you are’ justified by the law ;

ye are fallen from grace. .~ . B g
~ . If we seek righteousness therefore by works,
we shall be leﬁ without righteousness.” St.
Paul says, Rom. ix. 31 Israél 1hich followed
after the law of rightéousness huth not atfained
to the law - of rightcousness. Wherefore ? Be-
carise they sought it not by faithy but as it were -
by the works of the law, =" 70
.. Though justification has 'an”ultimate refe-
‘Tence {o the day of judgment and is to'be then
openly declared, and its fruits testified and ex-
hibited,  yet it is still a blessing - "conférred “in .
the present life,and of which we may now en-

* {joy the comfort, for the Apostle says, (Rom. v,

1.). Being justified by faith, we have peace with .
Gody thr%izgh Zﬁtr Lgr.'G-'Je&’w'Chrict_.P‘ L
v The faith that saves, however, js ot adead ' -
and vain, butatrue and living faith. .St
James' says, (ii.: 14.) What doth” it profit; my
brethren, though o man ‘say' he hoth faich and
have not works, Con faith save him ?'Any’'mdn
may profess to have - faith; but real: faith s
proved to be sich by its fruits. I
.- Justificationis" continued by the same . means
by which it was first teceived. 1t is founded
on his. mediation, who_was ‘foretold as one to
Jinish the transgression, . and .t make an end
of sins, and _to make reconciliasion’ for: inigquity
and to bring in everlasang righteousness.”:. IVho
ever liveth to make infercession for s, and who™
hath declared "his sheep’ shall never perish :-he
thus maintains the faith which he gave; (Luke

the satisfaction made to the divine justice and
the fulfilling of the divine law, by the suffer-"
ings and obedience unto death of our Lord; it
is received by a lively faith'in Christ,” and ‘it

is ‘manifested to our own' ‘consciénce-‘and "the -
world, by @ life of holy obedience. . It'is con-.
tinued and:maintained throngh the same :faith
by :which it was first obtained, and it will‘ be’
evidenced in the day.of judgment by all those.
fruits of a.holy life  which “ever spring from
genuine faith, . ... o.ocn LT
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' 'THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAVER.. .

»= Though this éxcellerit book hasbeen so long
in use, therc is reasonto -fear that it hasre-. . -
ceived, and 'still: receives: the approbation of : °

thousands, who understand it not ; or. at least’

do-not clearly perceive in 'what its'real excel~ .
lence properly consists. - ‘Should the following . -
essays be the meansof throwing any a'ddi"bg'nﬂ R

sons,-who shall’ favour ' thém’ ‘with'# perusal
should - any, who have hitherto rested in thi
form, be brought to enter into the spirit of-our -
service ; should the. ignorant find “instruction; ¥
rainsayers be silericed 5 or the flame of: deve
fion in‘any sincere worshippers be raised to an:

‘higher pitch, the auther will have hisreward

The: following  essuys, however, are  not de
siir 1pieces. - The’ author ‘ha
i the' fi )

stin Sincerity ;? he'n
vithout, offerice,:to give ;
jent;to the doptr_x_n s of which:he has

The orthodoxy of our public services will:
dered by every:friepd to tenth.ong o




