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differing from the other, and which
were gulped down with astonishing
ease by candidates as a bid for sup-
port. These platforms, with their ex-
traordinary and impracticable planks,
were foisted upon the workingmien as
a class, and an endeavor was inade to
fasten them to a support of principles
with wIich they had no real sym-
pathy, and which were presented to
themu in teris expressly cut and dried
by professional agitators and platforn
makers. It was the introduction of
wliat all sober-mIlinded well-wislhers of
the coninonwealth must leplore, the
recognition in practical polities of the
dangerous principle of absolutism.

The Government foresaw the danger
of blindly arraying the forces of so-
ciety against each other, as liad been
acconplished elsewhere with disas-
trous results, and which, if allowed to
take shape, might at any tine impend
in British Columbia.

The Premier and his colleagues, in
a series of vigorous addresses through -
out the country, appealed to the labor
elements to consider well the relatiofis
which should exist between capital
and labor, not only on account of t heir
own interests, but of the prosperity of
the Province. To antagonize the in-
vesting class, and to drive away capi-
tal, where so much depended upon its
introduction and its successful opera-
tion, was unwise, unpatriotic and
suicidal. They pointed to the lesson
of events in Australia and the United
States, and counselled their audiences,
whatever criticisn they might pass on
the policy of the Government, as a
policy, not to be led away by the
specious appeals to class prejudices,
and the theoretical dognas of agita-
tors inexperienced in governing, who
appreciated neither the responsibility
attachin to it nor the practical appli-
cation of their own ioctrines in con-
nection therewith. The people, as a
whole, were asked to rise superior to
considerations placed before then by
demagogues in pursuit of place an'd
power, whose hope of success lay alone

in playing upon the prejudices and
passions of the electors.

The appeal was entirely successful.
The Governinent was returned strong
nurmiericall and strong in the conti-
dence of the country, and backed up
by the support of the laboi eleiment,
where it was the most largely repre-
sented. The result of the canpaign
in this respect is all the more conspicu-
ous from the fact already alluded to,
that of unusual depression, which in-
variably miilitates against the govern-
ment of the day,and especialiy among
those wh'ose daily bread and butter
are directly and keenly affected there-
by.

The result of the elections has been
to restore the confidence of many who
had looked with distrust and anxiety
to the possible success of a combina-
tion of diverse forces which threat-
ened to undo the work of years in
amalgamating the various interests in
a mutual eftbrt of developmnent, and
which extended to every section of
the Province, the nost satisfactory
feature of the whole campaign being
the almost entire failure of the en-
deavor to arouse hostility among the
wor king men against the employers of
labor.

For several years an insidious policy
of the latter ciaracter had been pur-
sued, but the good sense of those
whose interests were most involved
prevailed, and a salutary lesson was
conveyedl to the politicians responsible
for its intro tuction. As a striking
illustration of the way the progranmne,
which ,included the eiglit hour a day
law, single tax, Chinese exclusion, gov-
erninent ownership of railw'ays, etc.,
worked out, the fact nay be alluled
to that the leader of the Opposition,
who for vears coquetted with the la-
bor agitators, aind su)pQrted strongly
nany of tieir so-called reforns, was
not only defeated, but lost his deposit
in the city of Victoria, which Le had
represented continuously since 1871.
Three of his colleagues, one of whomn
represented hinself as a Single Tax
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