21y _ On the Hiffory of the Tartars.

without art or fcience, they had, like the Huss, both warriours and law-
givers in theirown country {ome centuries before the birth of HRist,
~If learning was ever anciently cultivated in the regions to the north of
India, the feats of it. ['have realon to fufpe&t, mufthave been Eighir, Ca.
Sbgar, Khata, Chiny Tancyt, and other countries of Chinefe Tartary, \:z]ﬁc};
lic between the thirty-fifth and forty-fifth degrees of northern latitude; but
1 {hall, in another difcourfe, produce my realons for fuppofing that thofs
very countries were peopled by a race allied to the £indus, or cnlightencd
at lealt by their vicinity to Judiaand China; yetin Tancit, which by fome
is annexed to Tiber, and even among its old inhabitants, the Seres, we have
no certain accounts of uncommon talents or great Improvements; they were
famed, indecd, for the faithfu} difcharge. of moral duties, for a pacifick
. &i[’poﬁtiqn, and for that longivity, whichis often the reward of patient viry
tues and a calin temper; but they are faid to have been wholly 1ndifferent
in formerages to the elegant arts and even to commerce; though Fapru'r.
ran had been informed, that, near the clofe of the thisteenth century, mary -
brariches of natural philofophy were cultivatedin Gam-cher, then the metro-
polisof Serica, R -
We may readily believe thofe who aflure us, that fome tyibes of wander-
ing Tartars had real {kill in applying herbs and minerals to the purpofesof
medicine, and pretended to {kill in magick; but the gereral charaer of
theirnation feems to have been’ this: they were profelied hunters or fh.
ers, dwelling on that account in forefts or near great rivers, under huts or
rude tents. or in waggons drawn by their cattle from Tration to &ation;the)}
were dextrousarchers, excellent horfemen, bold combatants, appearing of-
ten to flee in diforder for the fake of renewing their attack with advantagc;
drinking the milk of mares, and eating the flefh of colts; and thusin many
refpeéts refembling theold 4rats, but in nothing more than in their loveof
intoxicating liquors, and in nothing lefs than ina tafte for poetry add the
improvement of their Janguage, o o
Thus has it been proved, and, in my humble opinion, beyond contro-
verly, that the far greater part of 4fa has been peopled and immemorrally
pollelfed by three confiderable nations, whom, for want of better names,
we may call Hindus, Arabs, and Tartars; each of them divided and fubdi-
vided into an infinite number of branches, and all of them {o different in
form and features, language, manners, and réligion; that if they fprang o-
riginally from a common root, they muft have been {eperated for ages: whe-
ther more than three primitive {tocks can be found, or, in other words,
whether -the Chingfe, Fapane/z, and Peifians, are. entirely diftin&t trom
them, or formed by their intermixture, 1 fhall hereafter, if your indul-
gence to me continue, diligently inquire, To what conclufions thefe in-
quiries willlead, I cannot yet clearly difcern; but, if theyleadto truth, we
fhall not regret our journey through this dark yegion - of ancient hiflory, in
which, while we proceed ftep by ftep, and follow every glimmering of
certain light, that prefents itfelf, we mullbeware of thofe falfe rays and lu-
minous vapours, which miilead 4ffar:c travellers by an appearance of watcry:
but are found on a near approach to be deferts of fand., “- .
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