
2 4 on the rory of the Tartars.
-without art or fcience, they had, like the Hans, both warrioUrs and Iawgivers in theirown country foine centuries before the birth of n Isr.

If learning vas ever ancicntly cultivated inI the regios ta the orth of
India. the feats of it. I have reafon ta fulpe, muilhave been Ezgh'r Ca-ftgar, K/mia, Chin, ranic, and other countries 0f Chinefe Tartary which
lie between the thirty-fifth-and forty-fifth degrees of northern latitude; butI fhall, in another difcburfe, produce my reafons for luppfmg that thfe
very countries were peopled by a rçe allied ta the Hindus, or enlightenied
at leaft by thèirviciriity ta .ndia and China; yet in ranait, which by lo
as annexed ta ribet, and even among is old inhabitants, the Sereç, we have
no certain accounts ofuncommon talents or great improvements: they were
famed, mndeed, for the faithful difcharge. of moral duties, for a pacifick
difpofition, and for that longivity, whichis oftén the reward of patientvIr,tues and a calin temper; but they are faid ta have been wholly indifcent
in formerages tp the elegant arts and even ta commerce; though FAO IJU'L.
LAH had been informed, that, near the clofe of the thirteenth century, maiy

-brarches of natural philofophy yere cultivated in Cain-che«, then the metro
polis of Serica.

We may readily believe thofe whp affure us, that ome tribes of wander..
ini 'Tartars had real ikill in applying herbs and minerals ta the purpofes of
inedicine, and pretended ta fkill in magi ck; but the gerieral charader of
ilieir nation feems ta have been this: they were prpfcléd hunters or fifh-
ers, dwelling on that account in forefs or near great river, tunder huts or
rude tents. or i waggons drawn by their cattle from fation t ation;the
"were dextrous archers, excellent horfemen, bold combatants, appearing of.
ten ta fiee in diforder for the fake of renewing their atfack with advantage;
drinkingthe milk'of mares, and eating the flefh of colts; nd thus in many
refpe&s refembling the aid dras, but in nothing more than i'n their love of
jntoxicating liquors, and in nothing lefs than in a tafte lr poetry arid the
;tmproveipent of their language.

Thus has it been proved, and, in my humble opinion, beyond contro-
verfy, that the far greater part of Afia has been péopled and inmemoi-ially
poifelfed by three confiderable nations, wbom, for want of better naines,
-we may cali Hindus, Arals, and Tartars; e5ch ofthem divided and fubdi-
vided inta an infinite number of branches, .and all of them fb different in
form and features, language, manners, and religion, that'if they fprang o-
nginally from a common root, they muif have been fepçrated for ages: whe-
ther more than three primitive Rocks can be found, or, in other words,whether the Chine/i, 7apanefe, and Peifians, are entirely diftin& froin
them, or formed by their internixture,·I flall hereafter, if your indul-
gence ta me continue, diligently inqvire. To what conclufions thefè in-.
quiries will lead, I cannot yet clearly, difccrii; but, if they lead&to truth, we
fiall not regret our journey through this dark regiôn of ancient hifiory, in
which. while we proceed .Rep by fep. and follow every gimmering of
certain light,. that prefents itfelf, we mufibeware of-thofe falfe rays and lu-

xinous vapours, which miilead Afiatir travellers by an appearance of watcr
but are found ori a near approach to be delerts of land.
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