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& on Botemp. -
* ture e improvedmore-and ’:mo_ré. "Tbe?naush‘ibus-'f‘érzn;iqr'woh‘]a e
weepitheTuirreward -of Tis toil; and . an encoirraging prospect Be thais

-~ qpened up :to stimuldte him %o farther.exertion. .. oL
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{ON THE STRUCTURE 'OF PLANTS.
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- Engonformity with my plan:asdescribed T your Tast mumber, &

- ‘mowmesume the subjectof the-study-of Botany, commencing with
-#hat part -of the science -which properly forms the first ‘object of at-
‘gentionto the beginner, namely, The structure of Plants.  In treating -
wn ‘this’ part of ‘the subjectit is mecessary to.reduce it into a8 few -
‘alivisions ‘as possible, in-order mot to perplex and distract the attention
-of the juvenile ctudent, with ‘too :mayny térms -which ‘ofteri*tend amore -

o cconfuse than illustrate the elementary parts:of'a science.. But as

" the classification of ;plants:depends upon the structure of .some ‘parts
‘of them it is necessary for the student to’be well acquainted aith the
-structure -of thoseiparts, :as-without this knowledgehe would :never e

- table’to place any planthe mightaneet with under its ;proper-class,
worderor species-—and without his ‘being able to-do. this hecould me-
wer learn*and wetain'in his mind the “names of all the warious plants .
which the vegetable world ;presents ‘to -his view, far less ‘could he in

. -wclentific ladguage giveascorrect.déscription’of any new plant. which
-mccident might throw inhisway, - . 7 D L

+'. Botynists have .described three parts -as essentiallynecessary to eve--
. wy.vegetable body. ~1st. A roof .comprehending all :that part ahich
“ds placed wnder ground. %d.. A stem which includes the- stalks,

- ‘branches :aiid leaves. *-8d. The parts -of fructifcation whick include’

. the flower in dllits:stages from its first “appearance till ‘its decay and
;t‘heﬁeeds and seed wessels from their first -formation till they be per-

ectly ripe. - e e :

Rt »Z]mﬁ adopt this division and arrangement indescribing these Jif-
Herent ports;-and .although they at first - view seem not to include ev-

- @ry part of a plant, an.acguaintance with them will be found o com-

‘prehipd :all that s essential for the beginner to know., - L.
" Section_first, of Roots—The oot of :a plant bas Dbeen by philoso--

- phers'defined “that part of it by which it imbibes nourishment from
5 #heseil ; and svhich fixes it to-one spot,” but_althoughi;the aocuracy
¥ -of thiscannotbe doubted ; viewmg the subject'as a'Botanist, the. for-

.« amer definition mamely < thatpart of .a_plant which isundér ground” . ..

 meems'tobe all that isvequdsite; .77 T T oo ’ .

- Whriters on this ‘science have ‘enumerated a great many: varietiesof .. -
roots, but far the begioner it is totally unnecessary to énter upon all.
‘the minute distinctions they have mentioned. "There appears to be
" ealy five distinct kinds possessing sufficient marks of discrimination to:
. . B ‘ L
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