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:could beeffected swithout aiày danger., Acco-dingtyhCol. Hallthe
Secretary, and the men chosen to reconnoitre .the land emba'ked'in
the boat>and proceeded on shore'amidst the hearty;cheer.sandejoy-
fLi exclamations Of the remainder oniboard., Theboat Åawpasp 1e
the surf without any damage, but not vithout the imprêsoh.ofrfèar
.upon those who had. never before eperiénced the. effectsof a heavy
swell and a high surf rolling over a bar of> not inore than three' feet
water ; ta such, of course, the scene 'was new and'not.. entiiely desti-
tute o alari but it Was.surmounted, and the'old : creekl leading ta
where the tovn of St. Joseph's formerly:stood was reached ia afety.

The appearance of the country at. this placè ivas: very attractive
ivhen viewed fram thé vessel. 'The cocoa-nut and mangraves were in
full bloom; and in saine places the cot.ton tree.towering above.the
rest displayed its beautciu foilagei contrast with other trees which
surrounded it ta grear advantage; ylhile the:lofty :imountains rising

*high in the interior and frovning proudly over the flat country which
stretched between them and the shore added mucli to' the grandeur
and effect of the scene..

As wé advanced ta within abouit-a mile öf' the fmouth of the river,
wo descried a miserable hut belonging ta oie of the Americans, and
soon after two others belonging to the same people appeared n vitnw;
vhich together constituted ail that ivas to be seen of the:famous town

oflSt. Joseph, of which such "flattering tales'"had been told us. To
our enquiries concerning the town (or iather the spot where it iad
been, for at present it seemàed "vanished into .emàpty air") the Amer-
cans replied that it was now too late ta -find its scite; but: promised to
accompany us in the morning-and i ansver to our enquirids re-
specting the naturé.of' the sai we were told that it was nothing but
impenetrable jungle and swamp-.information ivhich to our, sorro vwe
soon after found tobe.correct. .

It was the design of this advanced party who had nov.landed ta
avail themselves of'suchl poor accamodations as their miserable huts
could furnish for the night, and coniiencé landing the remainder
niîext morning; but ta their surprise, and the subsequent regret 6fothers,
they soon saw the other Poats leaving .the vessel, andâ making for the

* beach, loadéd with nen, vomen, and children. Thisestep was a meas-
ure ofithe Captain's, who determined ta avail himself of the favourable
stateofi the weather (it béing: thenda dead calma) to land as many as
possible that evening. On the arrivai of' this unwelcome addition to
Our numbers, it ivas found that the bats iwere inadequate to.contain
one fifth of us, and we were reduced ta the necessity- of spendirig the
night in the open air huddled together in one proniscuous mass.' It
vas now that a sensé of aur cheerless condition began to break upoil
us; and to the lively feling and buoyant hopes which had hitherto
prevailed, tiere succeeded a silent but dissatisfied glooni depicted in
every face.; and a sense of despondency from which neither:individual
non collected energy,-could:rouse our party. During the night the.rain
fell in torrents, and nany for the first tine in their lives, 1hàd tojbear
all the distressing sensations of spending a dreary night arnidst myniads
of musquitoes, sandflies.and gnats.

Next rnng one party-of us wias sent underthe drections of tii


